
ENTRUSTED 
Acts 1:1-11 

 
 Imagine that you were working for the Central Intelligence Agency and your team leader 
called you in and told you that there was a very important message that needed to be personally 
delivered to the British Prime Ministry.  This message was so important that it could not be 
trusted to a phone call or telegram or even registered mail, but it had to be delivered and spoken 
directly to the Prime Ministry.  You could not even write the message on a piece of paper, but it 
had to be memorized.  You have been chosen to deliver this message that will impact the very 
survival of Great Britain.  There is a chance that you could be arrested and tortured or perhaps 
killed.  Will you accept this assignment?   
 That is perhaps an “over-the-top” example of being entrusted with something that really 
matters.  As a matter of fact, all of us have been entrusted with things and relationships and 
responsibilities and we have come up with ways of dealing with what we need to do to respond 
to the challenges that such trusts require.  In most things in life we “sort of know” what we need 
to do and what kind of help is available.  Sometimes this is learned by trial and error.   
 If we go back to the CIA example, we might have a lot of questions regarding the 
proposed assignment.  If you recall any of the James Bond novels or movies, when he was given 
an assignment, he had a meeting with the technology guy who provided him with all kinds of 
special gadgets and weapons so that he could be successful in the assignment he was about to 
undertake.  We might want to know what resources would be provided for us before we accepted 
the “message delivery assignment” from the CIA.   
 You have probably already made the connection between the CIA story and the 
assignment Jesus had given to His disciples before He ended His physical earthly ministry.  
These disciples had a “life and death” message that needed to be delivered to the ends of the 
earth.  They had been warned about persecution and being arrested and being killed.  They had 
questions, also.  As we study the events immediately before Christ’s Ascension we will have a 
better understanding of what was entrusted to them and to us as Christ’s followers.  We will also 
find the “message” that is related to the eternal destiny of every human being on the earth.   
 Luke had written an earlier account of the life and ministry of Jesus and in that account 
the Holy Spirit was actively involved in the birth, mission and ministry of Jesus.  This later 
account could be titled the Acts of the Holy Spirit in the Church.  While Jesus was the physical 
expression of God to the world, the Church is the physical expression of Christ to the world.  We 
(the Church) did and can accomplish what we are called to do only by and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The Promise of the Spirit – 1:1-5 
1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was 
taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He 
also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of 
forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from 
Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  Acts 
1:1-5 (NASB95) 
 It will be helpful to briefly review some of the closing remarks (verses) in Luke’s Gospel 
account to which he referred in the opening remarks of Acts and see a comparison of Luke’s 
closing summary from the Gospel in the first few opening verses of Acts.   
 In verse one we see a mention of “all that Jesus began to do and teach.”  This would 



likely correspond to the remarks from Luke 24:46 where we find  
He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

 In verse two we see that “He had given orders by the Holy Spirit to the apostles.”  The 
first part of the corresponding information regarding the orders of spreading the word that we see 
in Luke 24:47 is 

“and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Some commentaries question what the phrase “by the Holy Spirit” is supposed to mean since 
Christ is reported to have spoken these words directly to the apostles.  The word “by” or 
“through” could also have been translated as “on account of” or “because of.”  If we look ahead 
to verse four where the mention of the promise of the Father is stated, then it is reasonable that 
these words simply tell us that the second part of the “orders” (to wait) was because of the 
pending arrival of the Holy Spirit Who was to come (as we know) at Pentecost.   
 In the third verse Luke mentioned the “many convincing proofs” that the disciples and 
many other had seen over a 40-day period.  The parallel verse from Luke 24 would be in verse 
48 where Jesus told them that they were witnesses of these things.  
 God had proven Himself to the children of Israel during a forty-year period before they 
entered the Promised Land as a new nation.  In a similar way, Jesus proved Himself to those who 
would become the church during a forty-day period of time. 
 Verses 4 and 5 of Acts one would be equivalent to what Luke related in Luke 24:49 

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 

 Jesus spent more than three years giving intensive training to a small group of disciples 
so that they could do the kind of work that He had been doing.  Jesus had told them, “The work 
that I do, you shall do, and greater work, because I go unto My Father.”  Jesus had given them 
training, and authorized them (via the Great Commission) to do the job and yet He told them to 
wait.  Training was not enough.  Authorization or commissioning was not enough.  Power would 
be required to put the training into effective use.  All three are needed to do the job right.  
 In the New International Version, verse four says “On one occasion, while he was eating 
with them, he gave them this command.”  What Luke has given in the introductory remarks to 
Acts was related to what Jesus told the disciples when they were in a room located in Jerusalem.   
After He had told them these things, they then left to walk out to a location on the eastern side of 
the Mount of Olives that was called Bethany.  This was not the same as the town of Bethany 
which was further away from Jerusalem.  This is specifically stated in verse 50 of Luke 24 where 
we also see that Jesus lifted up His hands and blessed them and then while He was blessing them 
He was taken up into Heaven.     
 Conventional teaching and most commentaries place the interchange recorded in Acts 
1:6-8 as happening on the Mount of Olives.  Based on the account in Luke, this conversation 
could have been in the upper room in Jerusalem.  However, the initial wording of verse nine 
would cause us to favor the Mount of Olives location.  We pick up what happened next in the 
Acts account in verses six and following: 
 
The Promise of Power – 1:6-8 
6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His 
own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  Acts 1:6-8 (NASB95) 
 The conventional wisdom among the Jews was that the Messiah was going to bring in a 
golden age and Israel would be restored to its former glory.  The “salvation” they envisioned was 



a defeat of their enemies and the final establishment of the glorious kingdom under the rule of 
King Messiah.  Notice the terminology of “restore or bring back the kingdom to Israel.”  This is 
different terminology than what Jesus had mentioned as He had talked about a “kingdom” during 
the three plus years of His earthly ministry.  Matthew’s gospel used the term “kingdom of 
heaven” and the other gospel writers used “kingdom of God.”   
 What the disciples were thinking about was getting rid of the Romans and any other 
foreign Gentile influence and being governed by its own kings and laws as it was during the time 
of David and Solomon.  Some contemporary Bible scholars have noted that since Jesus did not 
rebuke nor correct their ideas He agreed that the prophecies in the Old Testament such as Daniel 
7:27 were pointing to a time when physical Israel would be back in power.  These commentators 
teach that this is what the Millennial Kingdom is all about.   

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to 
the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 
worship and obey him.’  Dan 7:27 

Jesus had repeatedly taught and said that His Kingdom was not physical but spiritual and His 
death (in which the “old physical body” was killed) and resurrection (in which a “new spiritual 
body” was given life) should have spoken clearly that His Kingdom was different.  However, as 
Barnes New Testament Notes points out, the disciples’ question at this time shows three things: 

First: There is nothing so difficult to be removed from the mind as prejudice in favor of 
erroneous opinions.   
Second: Such prejudice will survive the plainest proofs to the contrary.  
Third: It will often manifest itself even after all proper means have been taken to subdue 
it  . . .  and are revived by the slightest circumstances, even long after we supposed they 
were overcome; and even in the face of the plainest proofs of reason or of Scripture.  

 
 As Jesus did in so many cases of misconceptions, He simply redirected their thinking to 
what was significant for that time.  He essentially told them “that is not your concern and there is 
nothing you can do about it regardless of what it means.”  The immediate concern for them was 
to be equipped and empowered with “what they would need” to share the Good News of God’s 
Salvation so that the reign of Christ would be in the hearts of all who would believe and accept 
Jesus as Lord.  In order for that to happen, they would need to be witnesses of all that God had 
done through Christ and to share that message in the power that God would give them by means 
of the Holy Spirit.   
 There have been several references to the Holy Spirit in the verses we have examined so 
far.  The first mention we saw in verse five was where the baptism of John (with or in water) was 
contrasted with the baptism in or with the Holy Spirit.  The Greek preposition “en” was used in 
both cases in verse five.  The most commonly used (67% of the time) English word translation 
for “en” is “in” which would make perfect sense when we consider that the Greek word 
“baptizo” literally means “immersed in.”  The picture that these words paint for us is reinforced 
by the terminology that is found in Luke 24:49 that reads “stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  The word used in the KJV is “endued” which is a 
“transliteration” of the Greek “enduo” which literally means “to be clothed as with a garment.”   
One additional word picture is found in verse eight where the words “come upon you” are used.   
 With three word pictures that are describing the same happening, we should have a fairly 
good understanding about what was to occur “not many days hence.”  These descriptions are  
different from the idea of the Holy Spirit coming into a person for the purpose of quickening the 
dead or comatose spirit with eternal life that we commonly refer to as “being born again.”  This 



difference is noted by some to be a good argument that “baptism in the Holy Spirit” is different 
from “being born again” or “being saved.”  Others will argue that it all happens at the same time 
and if you have been saved (been born again) that is the same as being baptized in the Holy 
Spirit.  (Additional comparisons that may be pertinent to this question are found in Acts 8:15-17 
and Acts 19:1-7.)   
 Thus far we have looked at “what” was to happen (the Holy Spirit was to come) and we 
have discussed “how” it was to happen (the Holy Spirit would envelop them).  Jesus also 
addressed “why” in that the coming of the Holy Spirit was to empower them with ability to be 
effective witnesses of God’s salvation through the redeeming work of Jesus, the Christ.  The 
exact quote is “you will be My witnesses.”  John Gill has listed a number of things that would be 
included as people related to others what they knew (or had witnessed) about Jesus.  These 
would include “the person of Christ, of his deity and sonship, of his incarnation, his ministry, and 
his miracles, of his suffering and death, of his resurrection from the dead, and his ascension to 
heaven.”  The times they had spent with Him, the teachings they had heard from Him, and the 
actions He had taken on various occasions were foundational to equipping them to be His 
witnesses.   
 One of the abilities that the Holy Spirit would empower them to possess was to be able to 
relate what they had witnessed whenever they needed to tell others.  Jesus had mentioned this 
ability they would have in Matthew 10:19-20 when He told them to not be concerned about what 
they would say when they were arrested because the Holy Spirit would speak through them.  We 
expect this for ourselves as we share the Gospel with others that God through the Holy Spirit 
would speak through us.  Other enablements that they experienced were such things as speaking 
in other languages, the ability to effectively proclaim the gospel message as Peter did and 
multitudes were saved, and the ability to heal the sick and raise the dead were confirmations of 
God’s power and the truth of the message they shared.  Beyond these things they were also 
enabled to endure great hardships and persecution as they fulfilled Christ’s mandate to be His 
witnesses.  A more complete listing of the gifts of the Spirit that empowered the church are 
found passages such as 1 Corinthians chapter twelve.   
 If they who had personally known Christ during His earthly ministry needed such 
empowerment to take the gospel message to the ends of the earth, would it be too much to 
assume that since we still have the same authorization (the Great Commission) and the same 
equipping (we have the Biblical accounts), that we would also need the same empowerment?   
 
The Promised Return – 1:9-11 
9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing 
stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”  
Acts 1:9-11 (NASB95) 
 The ascension was an important element of a threefold confirmation of the truth of the 
gospel of salvation that Jesus revealed during His earthly ministry and by His sacrificial death.  
The first confirmation was the resurrection which no one had witnessed the event itself, but they 
did see the after-the-fact evidence of His resurrection.  They needed to actually see the ascension 
event since the only after-the-fact evidence that He had ascended would have been His absence 
which would not be convincing proof.  The third confirmation was yet to happen.  That would be 
the coming of the Holy Spirit in which they were able to participate in the event itself and to also 
see and experience the after-the-fact evidence. 



 There are various speculations of the nature of the “cloud” that received Him during this 
event.  We can find anything from a natural water-vapor cloud idea to a group of angels or a 
cloud of witnesses or this was like the Shekina glory cloud that had appeared at various times in 
the Old Testament.  We probably need to favor a more spiritual interpretation of what was 
happening rather than a physical happening.   
 Some commentators have mentioned that His rising up “into Heaven” should help the 
church keep focused on the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom and the mission of the church.  
While we are focusing on the heavens we also need to be aware of the work that Christ left for us 
to do in His place while we are still on this earth.  As someone has said, “Don’t be so heavenly 
minded that you are no earthly good.”  This was the message of the angels to those who had 
witnessed the ascension.  
 They needed and we need to be about the work that He commissioned us to do because 
He is going to return in the clouds for a time of accountability.  Will we be found to have been 
faithful to the mission?   

 
 
 


