
EMPOWERED 
Acts 2:1-15 

 
 If I were to hire someone to raise corn for me, I might give him instructions on how to 
grow crops.  I might tell him when to plant, what type of seed to plant, and how to prepare the 
ground.  He would need to know where to plant, how deep to put the seed, how much fertilizer to 
use, and when to water.  Is there anything else he might need?  Dirt, seed, water, sunshine, and 
fertilizer – what else is needed?  Would he like to have a spade, a hoe, rototiller, tractor, plow, 
disc, planter, picker, etc.?  Yes, indeed!  Tools would certainly help.  At first, I had authorized 
him to do a job (I hired him) and then I instructed or trained him (told him what, when, where); 
but, I did not provide the power to get the job done.  Just contrast the American farmer (and the 
equipment he has) with a person in a primitive area trying to cultivate with a sharp stick.  Which 
one do you think will get the job done best and most effectively?  The answer is obvious, the 
farmer with the proper tools or the power to do the job will be able to do what is required. 
 In a similar way, God has authorized us to do a job for Him.  We call that authorization 
the Great Commission.  Jesus spent three years giving intensive training to a small group of 
disciples so that they could do the kind of work that Jesus had been doing.  Jesus had told them, 
“The work that I do, you shall do, and greater work, because I go unto My Father.”  Jesus had 
given them training, and authorized them to do the job and yet He told them to wait.  Training 
was not enough.  Authorization or commissioning was not enough.  The thing needed was the 
same thing needed in the corn crop example – power would be required to put the training into 
effective use.  All three are needed to do the job right.  The followers of Jesus waited as they 
were instructed to do – to wait for power. 
 
The Spirit Given – 2:1-4 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a 
noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.  Acts 2:1-4 (NASB95) 
 It is difficult to imagine the inner turmoil of waiting for “something” to happen 
considering all these followers of Jesus had gone through during the past two months.  Waiting 
was a significant act of faith for these early believers.  When they started waiting, after Jesus 
ascended into Heaven, they did not know when they would receive the “promise of the Father” 
other than it would be “not many days hence.”  They didn't have to wait very long since that 
significant event happened just ten days later, on the Day of Pentecost.  The group of 120 
disciples and followers of Jesus were together (some think in the upper room where they had met 
with the Risen Christ prior to His ascension) when God intervened in a magnificent way.   
 The sights and the sounds of the day and the message that Jesus had given to them before 
He ascended were full of meaningful symbolisms.  From previous studies we know that there are 
four symbols of the Holy Spirit that are commonly used.  These are wind, fire, water and oil.  
The first two of these are front and center in the fulfillment of this “Promise of the Father” that 
happened at Pentecost about seven weeks after the crucifixion of Christ.  The Scripture does not 
mention anything about an actual wind, but just the “sound” of violent rushing wind.  We are left 
to our imaginations as to what that sound might actually be.   
 Most of us think of Pentecost as “day number fifty” after Easter assuming that we count 
Easter as the first day of the fifty days.  A few may see an association with various harvests in 
the Israelite culture.  It was fifty days following the Feast of First Fruits and it marked the 
beginning of the wheat harvest time.  The timing of this initial “feast” was on the first day of the 
week following the Sabbath after the Passover.  The wheat harvest would begin on the first day 
of the week but it would be fifty days later.   



 If we go all the way back to the very first Passover and trace the journey of the Israelites 
from Egypt into the wilderness, we will find that on the first day of the week following the 
eighth Sabbath after the first Passover that Moses ascended Mt. Sinai and returned with the Law.  
So the original significance of Pentecost was associated with what happened at Mt. Sinai when 
the nation of Israel was instituted or formed.   
 We should not be surprised to find some parallels with what happened at the giving of the 
law and what occurred at the birth of the Church.   
 We can start with the sound of the wind.  Every now and then we hear the effects of wind 
blowing past our houses; it makes a howling sound or what could be compared to the sound of 
someone blowing a ram’s horn.  This may be a similar sound that the Children of Israel heard at 
Mt. Sinai when God had come down on the mountain to give the Ten Commandments at the 
birth of the nation of Israel.  There the sound was described as that of trumpets or shofars (rams’ 
horns).   
 This sound was apparently heard by others in the city of Jerusalem since (as we will read 
in verse six) “something” got their attention that caused a crowd to gather to witness what was 
happening to these believers who had waited ten days.  Since the disciples had been expecting 
the Spirit of God, they would have naturally associated the sound of the wind with the coming of 
the Spirit.  Some of the others Jews who were not of this group may have also made that 
connection since the word for “wind” and “spirit” are the same in both Hebrew and Greek.  Such 
a connection would have been obvious to many others later on when Peter began quoting from 
the prophecy of Joel.   
 It is interesting that another word that is commonly used along with “wind” and “spirit” 
is the word “breath.”  Both spirit and breath are closely associated with life.  This would be 
appropriate in that one of the essential works of the Spirit in salvation is to bring and infuse 
divine life into those who are spiritually dead by what Jesus referred to as being “born again.”  
The Old Testament type is found in Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones that came to life 
when “Breath” was called from the four winds to bring life to what was dead.  According to 
Alexander Maclaren the “highest and most characteristic office of the Spirit of God is to 
enkindle this new life, and hence His noblest name, among the many by which He is called, is 
the Spirit of Life.”   
 Continuing with the similarities or parallels of the symbolisms, we find that in addition to 
the possible similarity of sounds, there was fire on the mountain associated with the presence of 
God coming down in a dark cloud.  That morning of Pentecost there were tongue-like shapes 
resembling fire resting on the individuals in the group of believers who were obediently waiting 
for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon them.  Based on the comments Peter made in Acts 
2:33 (“what you now see and hear”) we could say that the crowd that gathered also saw the 
tongues that resembled fire on the believers that day. 
 The symbolism of the fire is understood by most Christian as representative of another 
work of the Holy Spirit which is to be a refining fire to purify our lives and eliminate the dross or 
the worthless things we have in our lives.  Another characteristic of fire is that it will transform 
whatever it is burning into the very nature of itself.  For example, fire on anything that is 
combustible (capable of being transformed) will change the solid (physical) object into a fiery 
gaseous state that is in the likeness of the initial flame.  This is a picture of the work of 
sanctification in which we are transformed from the “fleshly nature” to a “spiritual nature.”      
 The reference to water as symbolic of the Holy Spirit is found in the prophetic words in 
Acts chapter one about John’s baptism that was contrasted with the baptism in the Holy Spirit 
that Christ would provide.  “John indeed baptized with (in) water but you will be baptized with 
(in) the Holy Spirit.”  This reference to water has a counterpart in the experience of the Israelites 



at Mt. Sinai where we see that God had told Moses that before the law was to be given the 
people were to wash their clothes (and presumably their bodies) as an act of purification or 
cleansing.  We know that John’s baptism was symbolic of “washing” that was to represent a 
cleansing of a person after they had repented.  There are, of course, other references in the 
Scriptures that relate water to the Holy Spirit.   
 To find a reference to “oil” in what was happening that day, we read that the Holy Spirit 
was “poured out upon them.”  This may be a reference to the ritualistic anointing of a person by 
pouring oil on their heads.  The title that we routinely apply to Jesus is that He is the “Christ” or 
the “Messiah” which literally means the anointed one.  There is no evidence that He ever had oil 
officially poured on Him but we do read that following His baptism by John that the Holy Spirit 
came upon Him.  There was an unofficial pouring of ointment on Jesus by Mary before He 
completed His physical-presence ministry among the Jews.  It is not immediately clear whether 
there is a companion reference to what happened at Mt. Sinai other than the whole mountain and 
Moses who went upon the mountain were immersed in the cloud that came down upon the 
mountain.   
 Just as Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit following His baptism, the followers of 
Jesus upon whom the Holy Spirit was poured out could be said to be anointed, also.  The 
anointing that Jesus received confirmed that He was the Anointed One or the Messiah.  The 
anointing that the followers of Jesus received qualified them to be described as “anointed” also.  
In fact, the name Christians literally means “little anointed ones.”   
 The description that Luke used of what had happened to the followers of Jesus was 
captured in the word “filled” with the Holy Spirit.  We can combine that description with what 
John the Baptist had said (I, indeed, baptize you with water, but One is coming Who will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit) some three and a half years before this happened.  We know that the 
literal meaning of the word baptize is “immerse.”  We can picture an open vessel being 
immersed and being filled which should be a very clear picture of what was happening to the 
believers that day.  We also know that an intended result and actual outcome of that immersion 
and filling was to “clothe” them with power.  It is immediately obvious that the effects of the 
working of the Spirit in the life of a believer have impact on us internally and externally.  The 
internal is the giving of divine life that quickens our spirit and develops characteristics that are 
exemplary of the life of Christ which we may associate with the Fruit of the Spirit.  The external 
impact envelopes (clothes) us with abilities to do the work for which we were saved and these 
are associated with Spiritual Gifts.   
 These disciples spoke as the Spirit directed them indicating a surrender of self to the 
working of God in their lives.  James tells us that the tongue is the most unruly member of our 
body and the most difficult to tame.  Apparently, the Lord started with the most difficult member 
of the body to show the power of the Spirit to bring discipline to the life of the believer.  We may 
also argue that being an effective witness for Jesus involves letting God speak through us by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.   
 Some commentators express what happened as “the Holy Spirit empowered them” to 
speak in the various other languages.  It would seem to be more accurate to say that the Holy 
Spirit “spoke through them” with these other languages to declare a specific message for that 
particular point in time.  (The text says “they spoke as the Spirit gave them the words to utter.”) 
There are other examples in the New Testament record of times and situations when various 
people did either the same thing or something similar.  Peter witnessed this with the family of 
Cornelius, Paul reported a similar happening with believers in Ephesus, and we are familiar with 
the extensive discourse Paul had on the subject in the first letter to the church at Corinth.  In 
some of the cases Paul wrote about in Corinth, the person through whom the Holy Spirit spoke 



did not know the meaning of the message.  The only thing we are told about the Pentecost event 
was that those who heard the words knew the meaning.   
 
Questions Asked – 2:5-8 
5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound 
occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in his 
own language. 7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 

“And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?  Acts 2:5-8 (NASB95) 
 It was commonly expected that the Jews living in that area would go to Jerusalem for the 
three main festivals of Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles.  A significant number of people 
with Israelite heritage were scattered about the Mediterranean area and the more devout ones 
would go to these festivals when they could.  Apparently, there was a good representation of 
such “Jews” in Jerusalem for the Pentecost celebration.  Some commentaries suggest that some 
of these from different areas of the world were in Jerusalem for an extended period of devotional 
study or training in the ways of Judaism.   
 The ways of Judaism were such that the expectation was that the people would come to 
where God was as represented by the Temple in Jerusalem.  Most of the people were 
multilingual in that they spoke and understood Greek and at least the language where they were 
born.  The Jews from the Palestinian areas used Aramaic as well Greek.  Some have noted that 
Judaism was, in effect, a reversal of what happened at Babel.  The fact that devout Jews and 
proselytes could come together for a common purpose and some commonality of language was 
somewhat the opposite of the scattering and confusion that had happened in Babel.       
 It would seem apparent that God used that coming together advantageously so that a 
widely diverse group of Jews could witness the birth of the Church.   God’s timing is always 
right.  After ten days of praying and waiting, I would imagine that many of the disciples were 
wondering if anything was going to happen.  Sometimes when we pray, we want God to answer 
us right now.  Yet consider the loss of impact if God had poured out the Holy Spirit on the first 
day that they started to pray.  Few, if any, of the foreign visitors would have been in Jerusalem at 
that time.  The impact for helping to spread the gospel message would have been greatly reduced 
without these people who would be able to take the story back to their native lands.  
 Notice now a change in the method of operation from Judaism to Christianity.  Under 
Judaism the people were expected to travel and come to God.  Starting with the ministry of 
Jesus, we find God coming to man.  This methodology was continued in that believers (in whom 
the Spirit of God dwells) were commissioned to take Christ and the message of His salvation to 
people, even to the ends of the earth.   
 There is still a scattering that is going on that is comparable to people going out from 
Babel, but the objective is not confusion and division but clarity and unity for all people to be 
reconciled to God through the ministry of the Body of Christ.   
 When God is active in the affairs of this world (and that would be all the time), there are 
questions that arise about what is happening.  We (the Church) need to be timely in providing the 
truth so that those who do not know God are not allowed to interpret events through a humanistic 
world-view perspective.  If the answers provided by the world are not totally wrong, they will be, 
at best, inadequate.   
 
Inadequate Answers – 2:9-13 
9 “Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” 12 And 
they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”  Acts 2:9-13 (NASB95) 



 Though the people heard the message of the “mighty deeds of God,” they needed to have 
some explanation of what God had done in Christ and what was going on “there and then” right 
before their eyes.  Someone needed to put that event in the proper historical context.  Something 
miraculous had happened and those who witnessed it responded in one of two ways.  Some were 
amazed and wondered what was happening.  Others thought that they knew all the answers and 
were filled with scorn and ridicule for the disciples.  After all, if it were not happening to them, 
then it was not worth having.  
 
The Opportunity Seized – 2:14-15 
14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15 “For these men are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day;  Acts 2:14-15 (NASB95) 
 Miracles need interpreting and Peter stood up along with the other eleven disciples and 
interpreted what was happening.  This was a prophecy that had come true.  What we see here in 
these two verses were the introductory remarks of a message that Peter shared with those who 
were there.  A good starting point when sharing the gospel with devout Jews would be the 
“fulfillment of prophecy.”   
 After Peter related what had just happened to the prophecy from Joel, he then linked it to 
the recent crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  The Jews were familiar with the passage in 
Psalms 16:10.  David wrote, “For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer 
Thy Holy One to see corruption.”  Peter assured them that this passage did not apply to David 
but referred to the Messiah.  It had been fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus and the acceptance 
of the work of Jesus and His exaltation in Heaven was proven by the coming of the Holy Spirit.  
Those who were in Jerusalem that day had witnessed this historical milestone in God’s plan of 
salvation. 
 This inspired preaching by an uneducated fisherman found its home in the heart of the 
hearers.  People asked what they were to do.  The answer to what we are to do about sin in our 
lives is the same one that Peter gave the people that day: Repent.  This was the cry of John the 
Baptist as he prepared the way for the Messiah.  It was the subject of the first sermon that Jesus 
Himself preached.  It is THE only acceptable response we have when we are confronted with the 
reality of our sins.  Repentance is the first step we must take.  Without true repentance (a change 
of the mind that results in a change of behavior), there can be no true faith.  Jesus preached 
“Repent and  believe.” 
 Peter had just stated that Jesus was the Messiah and these Jews knew the Messiah was to 
be their Savior to bring forgiveness and deliverance from sin.  Therefore, the baptism  Peter 
called for was a demonstration of their belief that through the work of the cross they had 
forgiveness (remission) of sins. 
 The next step was that God would give each believer the Holy Spirit.  He is the Source of 
our new life and He must be resident in the life of the believer or there is no validation of the 
salvation experience.  We should realize that God does not come into our lives to just be a guest, 
but to be Lord of our entire being.  He IS Lord and we must let Him reign in our lives or we will 
miss the benefit of the salvation that God purchased for us. 
 One significant part of the message that the Jews needed to hear was that this Good News 
of God’s salvation was not just for them, but was to extend to all people. 
  


