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If I were to hire you to raise corn for me, I might give you instructions on how to grow crops.
I might tell you when to plant, what type of seed to plant, and how to prepare the ground.  You might
need to know where to plant, how deep to put the seed, how much fertilizer to use, and when to water.
Is there anything else you might need?  Dirt, seed, water, sunshine, and fertilizer -- what else do you
need?  Would you like to have a spade, a hoe, rototiller, tractor, plow, disc, planter, picker, etc.  Yes,
indeed!  Tools would certainly help.  At first, I had authorized you to do a job (I hired you) and then
I instructed or trained you (told you what, when, where); but, I did not provide the power to get the
job done.  Just contrast the American farmer  (and the equipment he has) with a person in a primitive
area  trying to cultivate with a sharp stick.  Which one do you think will get the job done best and most
effectively?  The answer is obvious, the farmer with the proper tools or the power to do the job will
be able to do what is required.

ACTS 1:4-8  In a similar way, God has authorized us to do a job for Him.  We call that
authorization the Great Commission.  Jesus spent three years giving intensive training to a small group
of disciples so that they could do the kind of work that Jesus had been doing.  Jesus had told them,
"The work that I do, you shall do, and greater work, because I go unto My Father."  Jesus had given
them training, and authorized to do the job and yet He told them to wait.  Training was not enough.
Authorization or commissioning was not enough.  The thing needed was the same thing needed in
the corn crop example -- power would be required to put the training into effective use.  All three are
needed to do the job right.  The followers of Jesus waited as they were instructed to do -- to wait for
power.

ACTS 2:1-4  Waiting was a significant act of faith for these early believers.  When they started
waiting, after Jesus ascended into Heaven, they did not know that something significant was going
to take place just ten days later, on the Day of Pentecost.  It may have required months or even years
before something would happen.  They didn't have to wait that long.  The group of 120 disciples and
followers of Jesus were together when God intervened in a magnificent way.  

Much symbolism was in the physical phenomena that occurred that day.  There was
communication going on involving the various ways that we typically communicate with each other.
Hearing, sight and speech were all involved.  They heard sounds that reminded them of the wind blowing.
The Greek word for wind and spirit is the same word.  They saw cloven tongues that looked like fire.
When John the Baptist was ministering in the wilderness of Judea, he said that the Messiah would baptize
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.  We see the ministry of the Holy Spirit as that of a refining fire that
burns away the dross of this earthly life.  These disciples spoke as the Spirit directed them indicating
a surrender of self to the working of God in their lives.  James tells us that the tongue is the most unruly
member of our body and the most difficult to tame.  Apparently, the Lord started with the most difficult
member of the body to show the power of the Spirit to bring discipline to the life of the believer.  We
may also argue that being an effective witness for Jesus involves letting God speak through us by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

ACTS 2:5-7  God's timing is always right.  After ten days of praying and waiting, I would
imagine that many of the disciples were wondering if anything were going to happen.  Sometimes when
we pray, we want God to answer us right now.  Yet consider the loss of impact if God had poured
out the Holy Spirit on the first day that they started to pray.  None of the foreign visitors would have
been in Jerusalem at that time.  The impact for helping to spread the gospel message would have been
greatly reduced without these people who would take the story back to their native lands.  

ACTS 2:12-17  Though the people heard the message, they needed to have some explanation
of what was going on.  Someone needed to put the event in the proper historical context.  Something
miraculous had happened and those that witnessed it responded in one of two ways.  Some were amazed



and wondered what was happening.  Others thought that they knew all the answers and were filled
scorn and ridicule for the disciples.  After all, if it were not happening to them, then it was not worth
having.  Miracles need interpreting and Peter stood up along with the other eleven disciples and
interpreted what was happening.  This was prophecy that had come true. 

ACTS 2:29-33 After Peter related what had just happened to the prophecy from Joel, he then
linked it to the recent crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  The Jews were familiar with the passage
in Psalms 16:10.  David wrote, “For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thy
Holy One to see corruption.”  Peter assured them that this passage did not apply to David but referred
to the Messiah.  It had been fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus and the acceptance of the  work of
Jesus and His exaltation in Heaven was proven by the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Those who were
in Jerusalem that day had witnessed this historical milestone in God’s plan of salvation.

This inspired preaching by an uneducated fisherman found its home in the heart of the hearers.
ACTS 2:37-39 Powerful preaching was a characteristic of the early church.  The Holy Spirit

inspired Peter to communicate in words the people could understand.  They did not have to guess what
he was taking about.  Peter didn’t preach a psychological theory, but told the “spiritual facts of life.”
Powerful preaching results from the proclamation of divine truth and the willingness to call SIN exactly
what it is.  We cannot “beat around the bush” in confronting the sin issue.  Too much is at risk.  The
wages of sin is death!

People asked what they were to do.  The answer to what we are to do about sin in our lives
is the same one that Peter gave the people that day: Repent.  This was the cry of John the Baptist as
he prepared the way for the Messiah.  It was the subject of the first sermon that Jesus Himself preached.
It is THE only acceptable response we have when we are confronted with the reality of our sins.
Repentance is the first step we must take.  Without true repentance (a change of the mind that results
in a change of behavior), there can be no true faith.  Jesus preached “Repent and  believe.”

Peter had just stated that Jesus was the Messiah and these Jews knew the Messiah was to be
their Savior to bring forgiveness and deliverance from sin.  Therefore, the baptism  Peter called for
was a demonstration of their belief that through the work of the cross they had forgiveness (remission)
of sins.

The next step was that God would give each believer the Holy Spirit.  He is the Source of our
new life and He must be resident in the life of the believer or there is no validation of the salvation
experience.  We  should realize that God does not come into our lives to just be a guest, but to be Lord
of our entire being.  He IS Lord and we must let Him reign in our lives or we will miss the benefit of
the salvation that God purchased for us.

One significant part of the message that the Jews needed to hear was that this Good News of
God’s salvation was not just for them, but was to extend to all people.

ACTS 2:44-45 The life in the community of the believers was characterized by learning,
fellowship, and prayer.  They grew as others joined them and found their needs being met in miraculous
ways.  They knew they were living in the presence of God.  The sick and lame were healed, evil spirits
were cast out, the dead were brought back to life.  It was also a sharing and caring community where
the grace of God was expressed in generosity one to another.

We should see the power of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives in the same way those
in the early church did.  If we don’t see it, remember God has not changed!


