
 OBEDIENT  
Acts 8:26-39 

 
 “Preach the Gospel all the time; if necessary, use words.”  That quote, attributed to St. 
Francis of Assisi, captures the essence of how we are to tell the world about what Jesus has done.  
Our very lives witness to the impact the life of Christ has on us!  We may be telling the world 
that He has impacted us in a significant way or that His death and resurrection have had no real, 
practical significance.  Witnessing to the Gospel is more than just being able to relate the plan of 
salvation as given in the Bible.  It is Christ living and manifesting His life through our lives.  The 
other side this coin is that if our lives are holy and good, then we should not refrain from giving a 
verbal witness so that no one has any doubt of the Source of that holiness and goodness.  God’s 
plan of salvation as revealed in the Holy Scriptures is powerful on its own merit and the message 
is capable of bringing conviction and leading the hearers to conversion even if they do not know 
anything about our lives.  The combination of the witness of a life that is led by the Spirit and the 
witness of the Scriptures is synergistic and it is the key to rescuing those who are lost. 
 In the mid-1950s Cornell physics professor R. A. Millikan said that man is “incurably 
religious.”  That statement could mean a lot of things.  It, at least, means that man realizes that 
there is a God (or gods in the case of pagan religions) and that God has requirements for people.  
As we look to the Bible for instructions (regarding the requirements) we quickly realize our 
limitations in keeping all the requirements.  Many will see the impossibility of keeping all points 
of the law and then drift away from God and not even attempt to follow the law or the 
instructions of God.  However, eventually, we are confronted with the reality of missing the 
mark.  Once we are confronted with the reality of sin and its consequences, then we start looking 
for means of salvation.  This is where the good news of the Gospel brings encouragement and a 
message of salvation.  In the Gospel we find that God loved us so much that He Himself came in 
the flesh to bear the consequences of sin for us.  The Bible is primarily about God’s means of 
providing salvation to a fallen human race that is perishing.   
 Those who have discovered the good news and have experienced the forgiven and new 
life that God has for us are called to share this good news with others.  Jesus promised the early 
church they would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the 
world.  When the persecution of the church started, this promised influence became a reality.  
One of the early Christians who were displaced from Jerusalem was Philip.  When Philip left 
Jerusalem, he went to Samaria and because of his witness many believed on Jesus.  However, 
God was not through with Philip.  We find some seemingly strange things happening to Philip. 
 
Go Where I Send You - 8:26-29 
26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) 27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 
28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go up and join this chariot.”  Acts 8:26-29 (NASB95) 
 Prior to this specific directive to Philip, he had been in Samaria.  It is likely that he was in 
Samaria because of the increased persecution of the church in Judea following the martyrdom of 
Stephen.  Wherever we go, we should be proclaiming the gospel to all who will listen.  When he 
was there, he followed the general directive that Christ gave to the church known as the Great 
Commission.  He proclaimed the gospel and people believed.  The success he had was aided by 
the fact that the Samaritans were familiar with the Old Testament, especially the teachings of 



Moses.  
 Luke has given us examples of progression for the growth of the church that started in 
Jerusalem where many of those who believed were very familiar with the Law and the Prophets 
and were looking for the coming of the Messiah.  Witnessing in Samaria was more of a challenge 
in that the Samaritans focused on the Torah and were not as familiar with the other part of the 
Old Testament.  Philip was obedient or faithful to follow his understanding of what he knew God 
wanted followers of Christ to do.   
 When we finish one mission for the Lord, He has something else for us to do.  The work 
of the Kingdom is never completed since there is much to do.  How do we discover what our 
next project is in the kingdom of God?  Philip started out being a person of good reputation, full 
of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.  He then ministered to those in the church in Jerusalem.  When he 
relocated to Samaria, he shared the message of the Gospel with those around him.  In other 
words, he was faithfully obedient in the general context and conduct of his life.   
 His demonstrated faithfulness resulted in God using him in a specific mission.  Notice the 
progression that was happening in the spiritual experience of Philip.  Starting with some general 
basic directions Philip is given a message from an angel.  Many people today think they are so 
sophisticated that the idea of angels speaking to people is rejected.  Yet, in the early church, we 
find many instances of angelic appearances.  Very specific instructions were given to Philip as to 
where he was to go; however, he was not told what he was to do at first.  The angel did not tell 
Philip the target nor the mission but to just “go.”  God can use us if we are obedient to His 
directions.  We must be obedient in a timely fashion.  If Philip had procrastinated, then he would 
have missed the person to whom God was sending him.   
 A principle that all of us should learn is that God rewards faithful work with more work.  
This principle also is used by successful businesses and organizations even today.  If a person 
does well in his or her assigned jobs, then that fact has a significant impact on opportunities for 
advancement to levels of more responsibility.  Because Philip was faithfully obedient in sharing 
the gospel where he just happened to be (in Samaria), God gave him specific directions to go to a 
particular place to meet a specific need that would mesh with something else God was doing 
with another person.   
 We see the progression unfolding with Philip starting in a totally Jewish culture, moving 
to a mixed Jewish culture, and now was moving into a totally Gentile culture with the encounter 
that God had orchestrated.  It is likely that if Philip had just happened to encounter an Ethiopian 
government official that he would have likely just ignored that encounter rather than having been 
bold enough to approach the person and ask questions.  However, having been given specific 
instructions to go to a place and approach the chariot, then it would have been irresponsible for 
Philip to not initiate a conversation with the person.  
 The Lord was gracious enough that he provided Philip with a prospect who was 
interested in spiritual things.  Not only was he a worshiper of Jehovah, he was reading the 
writings of Isaiah and needed help in understanding the background and context of this 
prophecy.  These are additional evidences that God was increasing the “level of difficulty” in 
carrying out the Great Commission in small steps as He was using Philip in his willingness to be 
faithfully obedient.   
 We may be wondering if God ever uses people in similar ways today.  If we don’t see a 
lot of this happening, the answer may be that we haven’t been faithful in the more mundane 
opportunities that we encounter wherever we happen to be.  If it is true that God rewards faithful 
work with more opportunities, then the converse of that is probably also true.   



 What are the lessons to be learned regarding the person to whom Philip was sent?   So far 
we have noted that he was an Ethiopian and he was a government official in the court of the 
Candace (or queen mother) of Ethiopia.  We see that he was the finance minister and he was 
literate.  He was a worshiper of Jehovah but was not necessarily a proselyte.   
 There were two kinds of proselytes.  The full or righteous proselyte was considered to be 
a full member of the Jewish people.  This required being bound by all the doctrines and precepts 
of Judaism including circumcision and a baptism ritual.  A “gate proselyte” would agree to 
observe a limited number of the laws and was not necessarily circumcised nor baptized.   
 As we read, we discover that he was repeatedly identified as a eunuch.  We automatically 
assume that this term was used in reference to a physical condition that was typical of men who 
were responsible for harems in various middle-east kingdoms.  This could be an erroneous 
assumption.  For example, in Genesis 37:36 we read “Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in 
Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.”  The word for “official” 
in the Hebrew is found in the Old Testament 42 times and is translated eunuch,17 times; 
chamberlain, 13 times; and official, 12 times.  No one thinks of Potiphar as a “eunuch” but as 
“captain of the guard.”  
 The Ethiopian official was certainly not the keeper of a harem but was the financial head 
of Ethiopia.  He was a person who was a minister and could exert influence in a culture that was 
basically pagan.   
 
Prepared to Share – 8:30-35 
30 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 

And he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 

Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: “HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A 
LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 “IN HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS 
TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH.” 34 The eunuch 
answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?” 35 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. Acts 8:30-35 (NASB95)  
 When Philip moved in closer to the chariot and heard what the man was reading, then the 
purpose of his mission became clearer to him.   Philip had obeyed the instructions of the angel of 
God even though he did not have a clear picture of what was to be accomplished.  Part of the 
reason the church is not accomplishing more today is that we are not always willing to be 
obedient to God.  Because Philip was obedient, he found an opportunity for ministry out in the 
middle of the desert.  
 The Scriptures that were in common usage during this time were the Greek translation of 
the Hebrew texts that we know as the Septuagint.  It was common practice for people to read 
aloud.  It is not surprising since listening to oral presentations was a common practice for most 
people.  Since Philip was a Hellenist Jew, he was familiar with the Greek passage the Ethiopian 
was reading.  The whole event had “miracle” markings from the beginning of an angel 
instructing Philip of where to go, to the Holy Spirit emboldening Philip to approach the chariot 
and even the particular passage the man was reading.  All this was more than just coincidence!    
 There is an important lesson here for those who are concerned about people who have 
never heard the gospel message.  If a person is truly seeking God – to know Him and to be 
obedient to Him – then God will find a way to get the Gospel message to that person.  We find a  
similar account in the story that Luke related about Peter and Cornelius.   
 Now that Philip had arrived where God wanted him to be, the “what” of the mission was 
revealed.  We need to be “out and about” and observe and listen to what is happening around us.  
By doing so, we realize opportunities to witness for Jesus.  Philip was not intimidated by the 



secular governmental or political position of this man.  Philip was on mission for the King of 
kings and he acted boldly to make himself available to be a witness for Jesus.  
 Many people are still searching for truth and meaning in life.  Many are open to the 
message of the Gospel if we will but share it with them.  To do so, we must take initiative and be 
prepared to tell others about Jesus.  That preparation is many times to simply know the Biblical 
account of God’s interaction with humanity.  We should already know how we came to realize 
that we needed a Savior and how we trusted in what God did through Christ.  Sometimes we 
think that we have to learn some prescripted technique or process for presenting the gospel.  We 
need to remember that Jesus did not commission us to be presenters of a technique but to simply 
be witnesses of what we have learned and experienced.   
 We know that the official was reading from the passage in Isaiah that told about the 
Suffering Servant and the sacrificial service Jesus was to carry out in taking away the sins of the 
world.  The prophetic implications of this passage are perfectly plain to us with our 20-20 
hindsight.  However, the Ethiopian was unsure of what this passage meant.  In a similar way, we 
will encounter people who may read about something or even witness events happening in the 
world and may need help in understanding what it all means.  Christians should be able to add 
Scriptural insight to such things and that can provide opportunities to share the good news with 
others.   
 As we know, Jesus is revealed in the Old Testament and the Plan of Salvation (trust and 
obey) is evident there, also.  The power to “live the saved life” is fully revealed in Jesus Christ 
and is accomplished through the new life we have in Him by the power of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Focused on Salvation – 8:36-39 
36 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” 37 [And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, 
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”] 38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into 
the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.  Acts 8:36-39 
(NASB95) 
 The question regarding baptism tells us that Philip had made a thorough presentation of 
the Gospel message and Christ’s instruction about baptism.  Baptism was a fairly common way 
to give testimony that something of religious or spiritual significance had happened in a person’s 
life.  The Jews used it for proselytes who wanted to be accepted as Jews, John the Baptist used it 
as a means of people showing that they had repented and the church was obedient in baptizing 
those who had come to God by identifying with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.   
  This new believer in Christ knew that there were restrictions in the Jewish religion 
regarding who might be baptized to become a full proselyte.  The only requirement for baptism 
as a Christian “is faith in the completed work of salvation through the redeeming work of 
Christ.”  Since there were no other restrictions, then the Ethiopian took his first step of obedience 
and was baptized by Philip.   
 What Philip did was somewhat of a bold move in that he was not sure how others in the 
church would react to the fact that a “Gentile” had trusted in God and was baptized.  Philip’s 
baptism of this Gentile was recognition of the Ethiopian being  accepted as a full member of the 
church.   
 Both the Ethiopian and Philip were blessed by their respective acts of obedience.  As 
Philip was “caught up” by the Spirit and disappeared from the presence of the Ethiopian, both of 



them witnessed and/or experienced a significant miracle.  This miracle was a strong confirmation 
to the Ethiopian official that he had made the right decision and it had to have greatly 
strengthened his faith.  For Philip, the progression of how God was using him had reached an 
entirely new level.  This is what we should expect as we are faithfully obedient to what God has 
called us to do.   
 God had other work for Philip to do and empowered him to accomplish it. Because Philip 
was available to God, because he knew the word of God, and because he had been saved by the 
grace of God he was able to participate in one of the most unusual witnessing experiences to ever 
happen.  We may not be visited by angels, nor hear audible messages from the Holy Spirit, and 
we may never be translated from one place to another; however, we can participate in leading a 
lost person to a saving knowledge of Jesus.   In the same way Philip was available, we need to be 
available for God to use us to share the gospel message. 


