
ACCEPTING 
Acts 10:1-15, 43-48 

 
 There are a lot of things we think we know to be true that are simply false.  A lot of such 
“beliefs” are simply superstitions that have been passed on from prior generations and some of 
those ideas likely came from pagan religious practices which have been around for centuries.  A 
clue that this might be the origin is found in the description of the consequences of taking such 
actions associated with the “beliefs.”  Usually, there is either “good luck” or “bad luck” 
involved.  We could easily compile a list of such ideas that would involve such things as black 
cats, ladders, spilled salt, stepping on a crack, and breaking mirrors.   
 In addition to believing such false things to have some elements of truth, we have beliefs 
about other nations, other cultures, other races, and any number of “other” situations that are 
mixtures of truth and fiction.  We have a tendency to think that certain things just don’t fit 
together because of such beliefs.  Such ideas that have no basis in truth can have significant 
influence on the way we act and treat other people.  Every culture has such preconceived ideas.   
 The church has struggled with misunderstandings of what is acceptable to God and how 
to distinguish between rituals and realities as well as the letter of the law and the spirit of the law.  
Part of the problem that the Jews had in accepting Jesus during His earthly ministry was related 
to their entrenched ideas of the law, the commandments, and the various practices that had been 
adopted during the previous centuries.  Many of these beliefs of devout Jews would continue to 
be a problem by being in conflict with the grand mission of the church.   
 Ten years after Pentecost, the church was still made up of Jews, proselytized Gentiles 
who were considered to be Jews, and Samaritans who were partial Jews.  The only exception was 
the Ethiopian official and he might have been proselytized some time before he became a 
believer.  It doesn’t take much thought to come up with a logical reason that Gentiles were not 
part of the church.  They were not readily accepted by church member of that time.  The strong 
traditional Jewish religious background had been a big hindrance to reaching out to Gentiles.  
This problem persisted even after churches had been planted in places like Asia Minor and parts 
of Europe.  There were Judaizers who insisted that Gentiles needed to be practitioners of Judaism 
before they could be Christians.     
 To some extent, in the more recent history of the church and the modern evangelical 
movements starting in the 1800s, there was an effort to “westernize” African, Chinese, American 
Natives, and other groups before or immediately after introducing them to the Gospel.  This 
practice is now recognized as being not only unnecessary but a hindrance to people accepting the 
gospel message.   
 As humans, we typically have a lot of inertia in making changes that require significantly 
new insight that goes beyond the way we have been accustomed to thinking.  This is commonly 
called a paradigm shift.  Just think of the significant changes that we find in the Biblical record 
regarding our understanding of God and how we are to interact with Him.  In most cases that we 
can recall, God had to intervene to get us out of our entrenched understanding/behavior so that 
we would be able to make progress in really understanding God’s Plan of Salvation.  Starting 
with the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, the intervention in Cain’s life 
after he killed his brother, the interaction with Noah, the confusion of languages at Babel, the 
call of Abram, God’s intervention in Sodom and Gomorrah. the birth of Isaac, the intervention in 
the sacrifice of Isaac, God’s call of Moses, the plagues, the Passover, the parting of the Sea, the 
giving of the Law, the conquest of Canaan, the choice of David rather than Saul, the exile in 



Babylon, the return to the Promised Land, the events surrounding the birth of Jesus, life and 
ministry of Jesus, the death and resurrection of Jesus, Pentecost and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, Philip’s experience on the road to Gaza, and Saul’s conversion – all these had 
unmistakable, overt divine intervention.  We, as humans, have difficulty in getting out of the 
well-defined paths that we have been in for the past decades or more.  
 We have noted that God was using gradual progression in using the church to spread the 
Gospel message, but ten years before the message was taken to the Gentiles shows a lot of 
patience.  We see evidence that God was moving to prepare people to be in positions to take the 
gospel to the Gentiles in what He had done through Philip and Saul.  After Philip’s encounter 
with the Ethiopian official he moved to Caesarea.  Saul was commissioned to be Christ’s 
ambassador to the Gentiles.  The third thing that had happened to get things ready was that God 
had intervened directly with a devout Gentile named Cornelius who lived in Caesarea.  There 
was one more preparation step needed that would help with this next phase in carrying out the 
Great Commission.   
 
Preparation to Receive - 10:1-8 
1 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, 2 a devout 
man and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God 
continually. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in and 
said to him, “Cornelius!” 4 And fixing his gaze on him and being much alarmed, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he 
said to him, “Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 “Now dispatch some men to Joppa 
and send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter; 6 he is staying with a tanner named Simon, whose house 
is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who was speaking to him had left, he summoned two of his servants and a devout 
soldier of those who were his personal attendants, 8 and after he had explained everything to them, he sent them to 
Joppa.  Acts 10:1-8 (NASB95) 
 Evidence abounds for all who will see that “God is.”  This Roman soldier had faith in 
God and recognized that God is generous (full of grace).  Our agenda (what we will become and 
how we behave) is influence by that in which we truly believe (credenda).  Cornelius acted on 
his faith by helping people in need.  He also saw the need for regular communication with God.  
 The Jews had regular prescribed times of prayer throughout the day.  Apparently 
Cornelius had adopted this same practice.  Many religions of the world have frequent prayer 
times for their followers.  We who should know God best because of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives seem to neglect prayer more than those who are far from God.  This does not 
seem right. 
 Not only does God exist (He is), He is also a rewarder of those who seek Him.  God had a 
significant blessing for Cornelius and his family and He sent an angel to announce it.  Cornelius 
had given to the poor and God is concerned about the poor.  Therefore, if we give to the poor, 
then we are really giving to God.  We cannot out give God. 
 Those who are close to God will recognize His directions and commands and act upon 
what He says.  The need to be vigilant and attentive to what God wants us to do is ever present.  
We may not experience a vision of an angel visiting us with a message such as Cornelius did.  
However, God does have tasks he wants us to do and these are communicated to us in many 
ways.  You may hear of a need in your neighborhood or someone may ask you to get involved in 
a particular ministry.  Such information may be God directing you to a particular work of 
ministry.   
 
The Transition – 10:9-10 
9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth 



hour to pray. 10 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into 
a trance;  Acts 10:9-15 (NASB95) 
 God’s timing is truly amazing.  God had already prepared the heart of the one who 
needed salvation and now He was about to prepare the heart of one who had already been saved.  
Preparation was needed for acceptance of such a radical departure from what had happened 
during the past decade.  This step needed to involve Peter who was viewed to be in a leadership 
role in the church.  God sent an angel to instruct Cornelius and, in true military fashion, 
Cornelius immediately obeyed.  
 Philip the evangelist was already in Caesarea, but the angel instructed Cornelius to send 
for Peter, who was thirty miles away in Joppa.  We recall that Philip was a Hellenist Jew rather 
than an orthodox Jew and his testimony of what God would do in Cornelius’s family might not 
be as well received from him as it would be coming from Peter.  In fact, Peter might have been 
the apostle who would have least likely to accept such a change of taking the gospel to Gentiles.     
 The time schedule was in place and the right person chosen for the mission.  The next 
step was to get Peter prepared for what God was going to do.  Peter had lived as an orthodox Jew 
all of his life.  The Law of Moses was a wall between the Jews and the Gentiles, and this wall 
had been removed at the cross.  Even though the veil in the temple had been torn from top to 
bottom and the New Testament had been instituted at the death of Christ, Judaism was still in 
operation in the minds of many.  The Gentiles were considered aliens and strangers as far as the 
Jewish covenants and promises were concerned.  But now, all of that would change, and God 
would declare that, as far as the Jew and the Gentile were concerned, “There is no difference” 
either in condemnation (Rom. 3:22–23) or in salvation (Rom. 10:12–13).  
 
Preparation to Accept – 10:11-16 
11 and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the 
ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the 
air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never 
eaten anything unholy and unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no 
longer consider unholy.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.  Acts 
10:11-16 (NASB95) 
 While Cornelius experienced a vision and saw and heard an angel, we read (at the end of 
verse 10) that Peter was in a trance.  Evidently, God uses a variety of ways to interject His 
instructions and directions into our lives.  The Greek word for trance is the origin of our word 
“ecstasy.”  This “condition” is thought by some to be a spiritual or out-of-body experience and 
the description we see in various commentaries is almost identical to what is used to explain 
what John meant in Revelation 1:10 where he wrote that he was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day.”   
 One of the major “Jewish” distinctions that set them apart in everyday interactions was 
their diet.  The distinction between “clean and unclean foods” was a major problem between the 
Jews and the Gentiles in that day.  In fact, (in Acts 11:1-3) Peter’s Christian friends criticized 
him for eating with the Gentiles!  We might think of this experience involving the Mosaic 
regulations as a parable designed to teach Peter an important spiritual lesson regarding 
acceptance of other people groups that were not Jewish.   
 It is interesting that Peter’s response to what he was told to do was resisted by him.  
Could it be that he thought that this was a test to check his orthodoxy?  What he was told to do 
did not fit into his view of what was proper and right.  The cleanness problem came from the 
commands of the Mosaic Law.  But Jesus had replaced the Mosaic covenant with the new 
covenant.  The “old’ was now fulfilled, but Peter was still learning what was “old” and what was 



“new.”   
 It seemed to Peter that God was contradicting his own law.  We can assume that during 
this episode that Peter did not remember the teaching that Jesus had shared with the disciples 
regarding what the Jews had done to make the word of God ineffective by their traditions.  Mark 
recorded this teaching in chapter seven where Jesus went on to clarify what makes a person 
unclean.  In verse 15, Jesus had stated “Nothing outside a man can make him unclean by going 
into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him unclean.”  At that time, Peter did 
not fully understand what Jesus was saying, but now it would all come together.  God was not 
simply changing Peter’s diet; He was changing His entire program!  
 Peter was known for being opinionated and outspoken.  We can think of the incident in 
which Jesus had told the disciple that he would suffer many things and be killed that Peter 
strongly resisted those prophetic words of Christ.  A similar refusal happened when Jesus 
washed the feet of the disciples before the Last Supper.  The three-time repetition can be 
associated with Peter’s denial of Christ and the three times that Jesus asked Peter if he loved 
Him.   
 There is no indication in Luke’s account at this point that Peter realized the significance 
of this experience.  The point of this vision was that God is not partial to any particular ethnic or 
racial groups. To eat all foods was symbolic for fellowshipping without discrimination with 
people of all races and people groups and this was a direct fulfillment of the covenant promise 
that all families would be blessed in Abraham. 
 We understand that God’s plan of salvation is intended for all mankind.  The diversity of 
animals in the sheet was representative of the diversity of mankind and God wants to save all 
who will believe regardless of their present status.  Some may act like animals and some may be 
mean as snakes or be as flighty as birds but God can save them all.  However, faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God.  Someone must tell them what God has done for them 
in Jesus Christ. 
 Jesus had already told the disciples to take the gospel to ends of the earth.  All mankind 
was to hear the message.  We tend to hear what we want to hear and ignore the rest.  Peter had a 
paradigm of who make up the people of God and practically everyone in that group was Jewish.  
Everyone else was deemed unclean.  God sees the end results and He knows that all (Jews and 
Gentiles) are unclean until they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.   
 
The Declaration – 10:43 
43 “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness 
of sins.”  Acts 10:43 (NASB95) 
 We know the story of how the three men from Cornelius arrived at the house where Peter 
was at the exact time that Peter came out of the trance.  After hearing their story, Peter and six 
others accompanied the three to the home of Cornelius in Caesarea.   
 Cornelius had gathered all his relatives and close friends in anticipation of what God 
would do when Peter arrived.  After the initial meeting and clarification that Peter was not some 
sort of god, Peter saw the connection between the trance experience and this meeting.  Cornelius 
again related what God had told him through an angel. 
 Peter then began to relate the message of the gospel.  What Peter had said was simply that 
Christ came to save the nation of Israel, but now he realized that with God there is no difference 
between Jews and Gentiles.  He spoke the key truth when he said, “whoever believes in Him will 
receive remission of sins.”   Before he was through speaking, something significant happened.  
 



The Confirmation – 10:44-46A 
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 
45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God.   Acts 
10:44-46A (NASB95) 
 Peter had learned much since the Day of Pentecost and could relate the happenings of 
recent times to prophecies of the Old Testament.  He was prepared to present convincing proof 
from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.  As it turned out, God doesn’t need much 
preaching to bring people to a point of conviction and conversion.   
 Though we may know the truth that God is not a respecter of persons, we may still be 
amazed when He blesses others in the same way He blesses us.  The impact of the presence of 
God on a person’s life should be such that other believers can know that God is with them.   
 If “tongues” manifested on the Day of Pentecost were simply languages of the day for the 
benefit of the visitors in Jerusalem, then why were they manifested in the household of 
Cornelius?  The simple answer is that this phenomenon was believed to be  a sign that these 
Gentile people should be accepted into the body of Christ.  Evidently such a strong sign was 
needed to overcome the strongly held beliefs of the Jewish church members regarding God’s 
salvation for non-Jews.   
 
The Acceptance – 10:46B-48 
46B Then Peter answered, 47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
him to stay on for a few days.  Acts 10:46B-48 (NASB95) 
 Since there was no difference in the way God confirmed faith in Christ, whether to the 
Jew or Gentile, that difference was no longer of any consequence. They were cleansed by faith in 
Jesus’ name. Baptism identified this group of Gentiles with the community of the redeemed. The 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues served to authenticate that these Gentiles 
had truly believed and were to be regarded no differently than Jewish believers. 
 There are a lot of religious beliefs that people have today that come from common 
sayings that are accepted and maybe even generally practiced but have no real scriptural basis.  
We need to be on guard to not let such preconceived ideas keep us from seeing the truth of the 
word of God and sharing it with others.   


