
GOOD NEWS FOR ALL PEOPLE

Have you ever experienced not liking someone or a group of people though you did not have
a good reason?  Is there any group you might believe who are not as deserving of consideration as
you and your family?  Are there some people whom you just know are going to hell and you are
almost inwardly glad?  If you have ever had these kinds of feeling, then you have exercised or
practiced prejudice.  The world has had prejudice since recorded history, we can see it even today
and will likely continue to have it.

What is the source of our prejudices?  Some stem from hatred that has festered because of
unforgiven sins against us.  We see this type of prejudice between the Chinese and Japanese.  For
centuries, the Japanese were very warlike and inflicted much pain and suffering on the Chinese
people.  During the time of World War II, the Japanese occupied part of mainland China and treated
the people there with great brutality.  The inability to forgive can result in hatred and hatred has
attendant prejudices.  A much more common source of prejudice is pride.  Deep down inside, most
people think they are pretty special.  When that feeling of being special does not extend to others,
then such pride will usually lead to prejudice.  (This kind of prejudice can even be benevolent in that
it may lead a person to think they must “take care of” those who are beneath them.)

The Jews knew they were special.  They were the chosen people of God.  What they failed
to realize was that God chose them so they could share God’s plan of salvation with all mankind since
all people are special to God and He loves them with an unselfish love.  Their failure to realize the
intended outcome of their being “chosen” resulted in universal prejudice by the people of Judah.
They believed they were better than everyone else and they “looked down their collective noses” at
all the rest of the world whom they had labeled as Gentiles.

This prejudice of the Jews carried over to the early Church.  The original group of people who
made up the early church were all Jews.  They were perfectly happy with that state of affairs.  They
didn’t dwell on the instructions of Jesus that “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria,
and the uttermost parts of the earth.”  If they thought about it at all, they may have thought that the
witnessing would not actually cause these lesser people to believe in Jesus and experience the
salvation of God.  Most of them probably did not think about the promise God made to Abraham:
“...and in you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”  They were rather like we are, they
concentrated on the part of the Scripture that made them most comfortable and ignored the rest.  It
is not God’s intent that we treat the Bible as a cafeteria of spiritual food and we are free to pick and
choose what we will believe or what we will obey.  Do you recall what Jesus quoted from the Old
Testament when He was tempted by the devil to turn stones into bread?  “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by EVERY word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” 

God was not about to let the Church go down the same path as the Jews did regarding
prejudice.  He directly intervened to make sure they “got it right.”  You are familiar with the situation
of Simon Peter at the home of Simon the tanner in Joppa.  Peter went and preached the Gospel to
a Gentile named Cornelius who believed and experienced salvation.  News of this had gotten back
to the members of the church in Jerusalem.

ACTS 11:1-3 Apparently, the whole story did not make its way back to Jerusalem.  The part
about Peter telling the Gentiles the Gospel and actually socializing with them did.  These fellow
Christians and leaders in the Church wanted an accounting of what in the world possessed Peter to
do something like that!  Before you think that it was just silliness on their part, we need to remember



that it was only in the late 1950s that the Governor of one of our states stood in the doorway of the
state University to block the entry of a black man to the school.  It was in the late 1980s that 2300
state policemen and National Guardsmen had to ensure they rights of black people who wanted to
travel to a small southern town in Georgia.  I can remember when a classmate of mine in High School
was threatened with bodily harm because she gave her seat on a public transportation bus to an
elderly black person.  Seems that we haven’t progressed very much in this area in the past 1900 years.

Peter had learned a lot in just a few days during the time he was at Simon’s house and when
he visited with Cornelius.  He related what he had learned to the others who were so upset and
concerned about what he had done.  

ACTS 11:4-17 Jesus had taught with parables and apparently He was still using parables in
a vision to get a significant message to Peter.  The truth of what God wanted Peter to learn had
nothing to do with food.  However, it had everything to do with the way we are to perceive things.
We see things and interpret them according to custom and traditions and our own prejudice.  What
God is attempting to do is to have us transformed so that we will see things the way He does and
interpret things as He does.  As Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, “Let this mind be in you that was
in Christ Jesus” we are to learn God’s perspective on everything.  God said to Peter, “What I have
cleansed, don’t call it or even think of it as being ordinary.”  

God timing was and is always perfect.  At the conclusion of the vision, the three men who
came from Cornelius arrived at the gate looking for Simon Peter.  God also provided Peter with
assurance that he was to go with the men. Peter had six people to go along with him and the three
men from Caesarea and they went to the home of Cornelius.  Before Peter could tell the complete
Gospel story, the Spirit of God fell on these Gentiles and it was as it was at Pentecost.

Peter’s defense was simple, “What was I going to do, stand in God’s way?”  That is really the
way it is with all significant things that happen in the salvation experience.  It is not something that
we accomplish – it is something God carries out.  He may use us to plant a seed or water an idea, but
God always gets the credit for the increase.  

ACTS 11:18 What could the church members and leaders say?  What had happened to the
people at the home of Cornelius was in perfect alignment with the character of Jesus Christ and the
love He taught.  It was not in line with their thinking at that time.  However, when confronted with
a difference in the way we would do something and the way God would do something, then we are
to acknowledge the correctness of His way and then walk in it.  This is nothing more that the
Lordship of Jesus in action in our lives.


