
November 12, 2000
DOING MISSIONS – OBEYING THE SPIRIT

Objectives of the Study:
1.  Heed the Holy Spirit’s call to His people and churches to be involved in missions.

Questions: Answer:

What is the Holy Spirit’s call regarding
missions?  Where do we find that call for
ourselves, today?  In other words, how can
God speak to us today and what has He said
regarding missions?  

The obvious answer is the Great Commission
of Matt 28:19-20
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age." 

Is the general call regarding missions any
different for individual Christians than it is for
a Church?  Why?

In general it is the same since the church is
made up of individual Christians and the
corporate work of the church is done through
the collective work of individuals as the Lord
works through them.

How do we “heed” the call? Get involved – do something!

How can a person be “involved” in missions? Share your faith with someone.
Give resources to support spread of gospel.
Reach out to someone in need.  
Go on a mission trip - across town or around
the world. 

2.  By following the Lord’s leadership, I will know where He wants to use me in missions work.

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

How can we know the Lord’s leadership? Acts 13:1-2.  Be involved in a church with
multiple dynamic, functioning leadership.  

Strong dynamic of worship – not just a
social club – not just programs.  If the
worship is not genuine, then the commitment
to the work will not be there either.

Fasting (usually implies praying also). 
To seek God’s intervention, His will, etc.

Open operation of Spiritual Gifts. 
Sound as if they received a prophetic word
from the Holy Spirit.



What does it mean to follow leadership? First step is to have a predetermined
willingness to obey.  If you are seeking God’s
will just out of curiosity, then you will be
seeking without finding.  

If God calls out specific individuals for a
specific task, how can the church be
“involved” and a part of what God is doing?

Acts 13:3 Prayer support, Fasting – indicates
how serious they were in their support.  

Laying on of hands.  For what purpose? 
Three general area for which “laying on of hands” is
mentioned in the Bible. To impart blessing, authority
and healing.  To impart the Holy Spirit and Spiritual
Gifts.  To commission ministers.
What happen in this instance is the commissioning of
ministers.  This was an open, public acknowledgment
by the church leaders of the fact that God had chosen
and called Paul and Barnabas to a special task and
ministry.  This act also represented the church leaders
claiming special spiritual wisdom, grace, and power
that Paul and Barnabas would need to successfully
accomplish what God had called them to do.

When missionaries go out from a church who
sends them? 

Acts 13:4 “sent on their way by the Holy
Spirit.”  The church and its leaders were the human
instruments by which God revealed and worked out
His will.  But in the final analysis, it was the Holy
Spirit Who was responsible for the commissioning
and sending forth of Paul and Barnabas.

3.  We must not allow opposition or rejection of the message or the messenger to discourage or
prevent our involvement in missions.

Background: What happened to Paul and Barnabas on their first stop on the island of Cypress? 
First went to the synagogue in Salamis.
Why?  Jews would be knowledgeable of the promised Messiah.  Had same world view as Paul.
Paul and Barnabas walked across the island to Paphos and met a false prophet and a Roman
proconsul.  The false prophet was named Barjeus (Bar-Jesus in most translations) or Elymas
(names means advisor or counselor).  Elymas was described as a sorcerer who opposed Paul and
Barnabas.  What was Paul’s reaction to such opposition?  Pronounced judgment of temporary
blindness.  What sort of effect do you think this had on other people?  They listened to the
message of Paul and was open to it.  

From Cypress they sailed to Asia Minor (present day Turkey) and went to city of Perga. 
From Perga they went to Antioch of Pisidia.  Again they went to the synagogue and shared with
the Jews and proselytes what the Scriptures had to say about the Messiah.  Not sure of the Jews
were offended by the message of the first meeting, but the Gentile converts were elated with the
message.  They wanted to hear more the next Sabbath day.  
Acts 13:44-45



QUESTIONS ANSWERS

How would you react if were sharing how
God changed your life and the person told you
to keep it to yourself – not interested?  What
did Paul and Barnabas do?

Acts 13:46-47
Did not become angry.  Justified their actions
based on Biblical principles – had to speak the
word to the Jews first.  Turned to Gentiles
because of direct command from God (Acts
9:15).

4.  When we work where and how the Holy Spirit leads us, we will experience the joy of seeing
people saved.  

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

Did this truth become a reality for Paul and
Barnabas?

Acts 13:48-49

Do we believe this can be a reality for us? We believe it only to the extent that we are
obedient in sharing the good news.

What were some things that stood in the way
of Paul and Barnabas in seeing this
accomplished even to a greater extent?

Acts 13: 50

What are some things that stand in our way? Lack of knowledge, fear, etc.

How can we change the situation? Learn, pray, get involved, etc.

If the problem is that people continue to reject
the truth, then what can you do?  What did
Paul and Barnabas do?

Acts 13:51
Assess the situation and if necessary, move on
to other areas of the harvest.

What is a good outcome of sharing your faith
with another person?

Acts 13:52


