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MAKING PEOPLE WHOLE

Several years ago, a deacon was visiting an elderly lady in nursing facility and as he was
talking with her a nurse came into the room and she talked with them a little while.  In the course of
her conversation, she mentioned that she had been having pains in her chest and that her doctor had
not been able to give her any help.  Before she left the deacon had a brief prayer with her and asked
God to heal her of the pain.  About a month later as he was walking down the hall in the nursing
home he passed this same nurse in the hallway.  Though he did not recognize her, she recognized him.
She called out, stopped him and relate her testimony that after the prayer she had not had any further
pain in her chest.  

On another occasion this same deacon was at work and was checking on how things were
doing in one of the operating area.  Jack, an operator, told him that he had been bothered with severe
headaches for some time and that it was difficult for him to even come to work.  The deacon asked
Jack if he wanted him to pray for him.  Hardly anyone will tell you no if you ask that question.  He
said, "Yes," and the deacon placed his hands on  Jack’s head and prayer for his healing.  Both Jack
and his fellow operator who was also in the control room were somewhat surprised that a supervisor
would do something like that.  Nothing was said about this for several months then someone
mentioned in passing that Jack's headaches had stopped that very evening.  

Does God still heal?  Yes, but not everyone whom we pray for is healed.  Do miracles still
happen?  Yes, but it is not an everyday occurrence.  Is salvation for the soul only or does it include
wholeness for our bodies?  God's goodness and grace extends to our entire being, yet at times we do
get hurt and we do get sick.  None of us understand why the results of one situation are so different
from what we see happen in another situation.  Yet, because I know that God does still heal and
miracle still happen and that God's grace is for our entire being, I ask for healing for myself and for
others.  

The apostle Paul is noted primarily for his excellent teaching in his letters to churches and
individuals, however, he saw opportunities to minister to the physical needs of people he encountered.
One such occasion was on his first missionary journey.  

ACTS 14:8-9  We are not told how Paul and Barnabas got a crowd together or where in the
town they were.  This incident may have been in the marketplace of the city.  Paul was proclaiming
the message of salvation by God's grace through faith and people gather around to hear.  You can
imagine how it must have been, with such a crowd milling around, some just halfway listening and
other just ignoring what was happening.  However, Paul's attention was drawn to one individual in
the crowd that was listening intently to what he was saying.  This man could not walk and never had
walked because he had a birth defect.  The defect is not described, but was something for which they
had no known cure in that day.

As Paul observed the man, he noticed something about him, which Luke describes as "faith."
Many times when you are talking to people you can tell how they are responding to what you say.
If they are doubting what you say or if they believe what you say, you can usually tell.  Paul sensed
that this person was believing the message.  So he did something very bold in that he stopped his
preaching and called out to the man telling him to stand up.  Then the amazing happened.  The man
jumped up and walked around.  

ACTS 14:11-13  That got everybody's attention.  The people had never seen anything such
as this before.  They had not witnessed obvious supernatural power happening at the command of a



person.  To them, the only obvious conclusion was that Paul and Barnabas were gods in human form.
This was a polytheistic society in that they had many gods that they worshiped.  The chief god was
named Jupiter and his messenger was Mercury.  So they decided that Barnabas was Jupiter and that
Paul was Mercury since he did most of the speaking.  

There were legends among the pagans that sometimes their gods would come to be among
the people disguised as humans and would reward those people who were hospitable to them.  These
folks were not going to take any chances.  They were going to make a sacrificial offering to Barnabas
and Paul.

ACTS 14:14-18  When the man was healed the people got all excited and they started talking
among themselves in their native language which Paul and Barnabas could not understand.  They did
not realize what the people were preparing to do.  However, when they saw the oxen being brought
in all decorated for sacrifice, they figured out what was happening and they took immediate action
to stop it.  Paul and Barnabas knew that the healing had come from God's power and not their own;
however, the tendency of most people is to relate to what they see and never look beyond the
appearance of things.  

This error of the people provided Paul and Barnabas another opportunity to tell the people
more about the true and living God.  They started out by assuring the people that they were human
being no different from the people of Lystra.  This is important because some people might have the
tendency to believe that God only saves and empowers a certain select group of people.  The Good
News is that all may come to God through Jesus Christ.  The second point that Paul and Barnabas
made was that the religious exercises that they were going through were pointless and had no value
since there is only one true God.  The third point is that they were now living in a new time when it
would no longer be acceptable for people to do what was right in their own sight having only the
evidence of the creation to point them toward God.  Now we have the message and revelation of God
in Jesus Christ that is clear and all can know the nature of God and can turn to Him through Jesus.


