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RESPONDING TO NEEDS

Without fear of contradiction, I can say, "Everyone has needs."  We hear a lot about hunger
in some of the third world nations.  We see evidence of the need for shelter throughout the world
with people living in refugee camps or on the streets of large cities such as Calcutta.  The problem
of the homeless is talked about in our nation and there are needs for places for people to live  even
here in Kingsport.  The physical needs of people might not be met because of lack of money or maybe
even lack of knowledge of where to turn or what to do.  Many do not get proper medical treatment
or nourishment or have adequate shelter.  Of course, needs go beyond the physical for all people.
Even those that have the best health care, nutrition and shelter have emotional needs that transcend
economic status.  So many people are lonely and simply need a friend.  Many need encouragement
and need love to be openly expressed to them.  Beyond these physical and emotional needs, there are
spiritual needs that each person has.  

Meeting needs requires resources.  Most of us are not hungry because we have the resources
to buy food, we are not cold because we can buy clothes to wear and a place we call home.  Some
cannot identify with this since they don't have the resources.  Few of us have the resources within our
selves to met our emotional needs apart from another person.  We perhaps barter to meet emotional
needs.  We give love and receive love in return, we are a friend so that we may have friends, we
encourage others and are ourselves encouraged by the positive response that such encouragement
brings.  When it comes to spiritual needs, we have nothing that is valuable enough with which to buy
the satisfaction of the need and we have nothing with which to barter for it.  If it is to be received it
must be as a gift, the ultimate Source of which is God Himself.

So where do we fit in responding to the various needs that are all around us?  If we have
resources beyond those required to meet our basic physical needs, then we can share with those that
are lacking.  What's in it for us.  There may be nothing in a direct sense, but there may be much
indirectly (Jesus said, "Give and it shall be given unto you.").  Meeting emotional needs may have
emotional costs as we "bear one another’s burdens" but there are emotional rewards in that our own
needs are best met as we help others.  We can be a friend:  we can show that we care, that we believe
others are important, and that we have genuine interest in the well-being of others.  In meeting
spiritual needs we can pass on only that which we have received.  If we have had our spiritual needs
met through faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ, then we can share that with others.  In fact,
that is exactly what we are to do.  Jesus said, "Freely you have received, freely give."  There is
someone, somewhere that has a need to which you should respond.

We see the ministry of responding to needs in the work of Paul.  After having returned to
Antioch from the council in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas saw a need to visit the churches they help
to establish on their first missionary trip.  They could not agree regarding taking John Mark and,
consequently, Paul went with Silas on the trip.  As they traveled they were open to God's leading as
to where they should go. 

ACTS 16:9-12  Paul and Silas visited several places:  Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra.  It was
in Lystra that they added Timothy to their team.  They passed through the territory of Galatia and
Phrygia and by- passed the province of Asia because they were getting specific direction from the
Holy Spirit as to what they were to do and not do.  They attempted to go to Bithynia but this too was
not permitted.  So they went to the town of Troas.  It was there that God gave Paul a vision of where
they were to go.  There was a need in Macedonia and since the group was sensitive to the leading of



the Holy Spirit they left immediately for that area.  
Apparently, there was not a synagogue in the main city of Philippi.  There were some

worshipers of God and they met down by the river for prayer.  Paul found these and shared the gospel
with them.  

ACTS 16:16-18  Here was an example of a spiritual need in which a person was controlled
by a demon or an evil spirit.  To even speak of such things makes many of us feel uncomfortable.  I
think that in our modern terminology people would try to characterize the condition of the girl as
having a mental illness.  It would not be sophisticated to talk about demon possession; however, Paul
recognized the condition for what it was and addressed the need for deliverance by speaking directly
to the spirit that was controlling the girl.  The testimony of the witness that recorded this passage
confirms that Paul knew what he was talking about since the spirit came out of the girl.  After that
she no longer had the ability to tell fortunes.  

Notice that the spirit that was in control of the girl recognized Paul for who he was and what
he was doing.  Paul, Silas, Timothy, and probably Luke was with them at this time were described
as servants of the most high God.  The demon also recognized that Paul was proclaiming the message
of salvation.  Just because a person speaks the truth about a matter does not mean that he or she is
trustworthy.  It was not enough for this spirit of divination to just know that there is the true God and
to be able to recognize His servants.  If one does not surrender and come under the Lordship of God
as we know Him in Jesus, then all the knowledge in the world does not do us any good.  

ACTS 16:19-23  One of the things that is difficult for us to realize is that not everyone is
interested in the well-being of others.  In fact, many people are exploited because of their weaknesses
and problems.  This girl was actually owned by some men and they were making money from the fees
that they charged for her to tell the fortunes of people.  When she was released from the domination
of the spirit of divination it was obvious to those that owned her and they realized that their business
was just a past opportunity.  They found out that Paul and Silas were responsible for their loss and
they had them arrested based on false charges regarding Roman law.  The magistrate had them beaten
and put into jail.  

There was price to be paid for responding to the needs of others.  Does that mean that we
should not help others because it might cost us something?  I hope not -- anything worth doing should
be worth the cost of getting it done.  We should not let the cost of helping stop us from doing what
God has called us to do.  If we are sensitive to God's leading, then we will likely be more successful
in what we do.  


