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FINDING COURAGE TO CHOOSE

Why is it most people have trouble making decisions?  When presented with two or more
choices in a matter, most of us agonize over what choice to make.  This dilemma may express itself
in deciding what to order from a menu to what car to buy.  It can be seen in families deciding on what
to do for vacation or where to send junior for college.  Because of the difficulty that most of us have
in making decisions most of us decide by default.  Decision by default is what happens when we keep
putting off a decision until all the choices except one disappear and we really have no choice in the
end.  This is what happens when we fail to make a will and the state decides for you how your estate
will be distributed.  This is what happens when you put off getting your car repaired and it breaks
down out on the highway and you have to get it repaired at the nearest repair shop.  This is what
happens when people keep refusing to decide to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior and death comes.
It takes courage to choose, but choosing is part of being made in the image of God.  We can choose
and choose we must if we want to find the best that life has for us.  Following the path of least
resistance (failing to choose) always leads downhill.  

There was a little-known man in Philippi of Macedonia that was faced with a life and death
decision.  He was employed by the government as a jailer and even though he was not in a position
of importance as far as the world is concerned, he was faced with the same decision that every human
being must face and that is what must I do to be saved.  

Paul and Silas had been arrested because they had ruined the business of some men in Philippi
by giving deliverance to a young woman who had a spirit of divination -- of fortune-telling.  The city
officials had them beaten and put into jail.  This was before the time of  the paradigm of being
"innocent until proven guilty."  People were punished and then they decided what else to do to you.

ACTS 16:25  How many times have we praised God and sang when we were hurting and in
trouble.  Usually we sing and praise God when things are perfect.  Who was doing the singing?  One
of them was Paul.  This was the same man that wrote to the Christians in Thessolanica, "In everything
give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."  Paul really believed in what
he taught others.  This is an example of people rising above their circumstance and being themselves
in spite of the conditions around them.  God is worthy to be praised regardless of our situation.  

We are told that the other prisoners heard them.  Our response to the problems that we
encounter in life is the truest witness of our character and our relationship to God that the world will
ever see.  Sometimes we fail to realize this when we are going through difficult, but those that are
observing how we handle adversity realize what they are seeing.

ACTS 16:26-27  This earthquake is one of those amazing coincidences that are recorded in
the Bible.  This was not the first time an earthquake had happened in that area and most people would
not have had any reason to associate it with what was happening to Paul and Silas; however, Paul and
Silas knew.  You may have miracles happening in your life that no one else will ever know about nor
appreciate unless you tell them what God has done on your behalf.  

What happened that night is somewhat of a picture of salvation in that when we are saved we
find that the prison doors of our lives are opened and we are set free of things that bind us.  The
problem that so many Christian have is that they find comfort or pleasure in the chains or the stocks
and they may lock themselves up again with the old habits and problems from which God has
delivered them.  

The jailer was asleep and the shaking and noise of the earthquake awakened him.  He saw that
the doors were open to the cells and was sure that everyone had escaped.  He was faced with a



choice.  He realized that those in authority would hold him responsible for the prisoners being gone
for which he would pay with his life.  His only choice, as he saw it, was whether he would kill himself
or let someone else do it.  Apparently, he choose to take his own life.  

ACTS 16:28-31  Sometimes we think that our only choice is which way we will die and do
not even realize that we have a choice that leads to life.  This is why the gospel message is truly good
news.  We can choose life and do so by believing God and putting ourselves under His Lordship.
Notice that in response to the jailer's question of what he needed to do to be saved, Paul said "believe
on the LORD Jesus Christ."  I emphasize the word LORD to point out that it is only by accepting
Jesus as the authority in our lives that we realize the benefits of salvation.  We can emphasize the
word JESUS to show that God's means of salvation came through one that was truly human and yet
was not subject to the Adamic curse.  Since Jesus was the Son of God He was not in bondage to sin,
not having a sin nature and since He did not sin, Satan had no authority in His life.  If we emphasize
the word CHRIST, we show that Jesus was the promised Messiah that was anointed by God with the
Holy Spirit for power.

It is in crisis situations that most adults come to accept the claims of Jesus as Lord of all.  This
was certainly a crisis for the jailer.  He was listening to the words of Paul and Silas as they explained
God plan of salvation.  The simple message that all have sinned and need to have forgiveness and that
God has provided a way for that forgiveness to be given in the person of Jesus (God's Son) who died
to pay the penalty for sin and rose from the dead to validate His claim was given to the jailer and to
his family.  

ACTS 16:33-34  One of the evidences of a changed life is compassion and love for others.
The jailer started showing Christian concern for Paul and Silas.  He was taking care of their wounds
from the beating.  Another evidence of a changed life is obedience to the simplest of instructions and
that was to be baptized.  The jailer and his family were all baptized that night.  Before the events of
this night took place the jailer had probably wondered what could explain the crazy behavior of Paul
and Silas as they sang praises to God while in prison.  Before it was morning, the jailer was praising
God and rejoicing in his salvation.  The morning was sure to come and Paul and Silas with the jailer
returned to the prison to see what the day would bring.

ACTS 16:35-39  After sleeping on the matter the magistrates came to the conclusion that
they had been manipulated by the men that had lost their business.  They really had no reason to have
arrested, beaten or jailed Paul and Silas.  They were as so many people who find that they are wrong:
they sent someone else to try to cover up the mess.  The sergeants were sent to tell them that they
could leave.  Paul and Silas sought to make a point and strike some fear of the civil authority in these
men who had broken their own laws.  Both Paul and Silas were Roman citizens and the treatment that
they received was a violation of their civil rights as Roman citizens.  So they wanted a public apology.
I don't think that they were just being contrary but wanted to perhaps make these magistrates a little
more careful about how they would treat other Christian that would be living in the area.  The
apology helped to restore the reputations that the unjust punished had hurt.  We should do all we can
to maintain our good name as Christians.


