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RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
In a typical church the vast majority of the members have never purposely witnessed of their faith in

Christ.  We may have been church members for 50 years, but have not even once shared what God has done
for us in Christ Jesus.  Why?  Do we not believe His power is real?  Perhaps we have never experienced it in
our lives.  This is not to say we have never invited someone to church nor does it mean we have never “given
our testimony” in a church setting.  When such “witnessing” is done, the emphasis tends to be on nonessentials.
We talk all around Jesus and emphasize the pleasant home in which we grew up, the fine parents we had, the
good Sunday School classes we had been a member of, all the fine Christian friends we have, the recreation
program at our church, the music program and everything else.  Our emphasis on the other things obscures the
fact that Jesus is in our lives.

When David Wilkerson went to New York to preach on street corners, his message was “Jesus loves
you!”  Our success as witnesses for Jesus would be greater if we put the emphasis where it belongs.  All these
other things pale into insignificance when we emphasize Jesus.  The “other things” are important, but are only
background issues and are NOT the main subject of our witness.

Let’s invite people to Jesus rather than inviting them to church.  People can get angry and upset about
“the church.”  Many will tell us about all the hypocrites who go to our church (and all the other churches).  They
will tell us about those people who go to church Sunday and live like the devil the rest of the week.  We really
can’t disagree with them because we probably know about some like that.  On the other hand, if we start and
stick with Jesus as the subject of our witness, then the person will still attempt to find faults; however, when
he examines Jesus, he must conclude and agree with Pontius Pilate “I find no fault in Him.”

Though we have the right subject (Jesus), we will still meet opposition to the Gospel and we will probably
meet persecution.  If we are going to be opposed and persecuted, then make sure it is for the Real Thing.

The Apostle Paul usually encountered problems when he went into an area.  He usually had success
among some of the people and the very fact he had success was usually the root of his problems.  If Paul’s ministry
had been ineffective and if lives were not being changed, the devil would have been perfectly happy to let Paul
go unopposed.

ACTS 17:1-9  When Paul and Silas went to a new area such as Thessalonica, they began their ministry
in the synagogue.  The most likely converts were among the Jewish community.  The Jews would be familiar
with the promised Messiah and would be interested in what this evangelist had to say.  The most fertile field
for evangelism today is in places where few have heard the gospel.  We might think our churches would be the
least likely places for evangelism.  Though many people who have their names on the roles of churches have
never experienced the new birth, they seem immune to Christianity.  Many have just enough Christianity to be
inoculated against getting a real case of it.  Bob Harrington (the Chaplain of Bourbon Street) commentary on
this situation is “they have just enough to bug them, but not enough to bless them.”

One characteristic that leads to success in anything we do is being persistent.  We find this necessary
ingredient at work with the ministry of Paul and Silas.  They continued to go back several times to reason with
the Jews.

Being sound and reasonable in what we say is also very important.  Paul did not go back to just argue
but to “reason” with them.  The basis of Paul’s premise was the Scriptures.  He did not just present his own
opinion or that of some contemporary philosopher.  Paul was also careful to keep his focus on Christ.  He did
not talk about the great fellowship of the church in Jerusalem or in Antioch or anything else except Jesus Christ.

The result of Paul’s preaching was that some Jews believed and many devout Greeks and women also
believed.  At that point, opposition started.  The devil stirred up envy and greed in the minds of people in the
area.  Eventually, the whole city was in an uproar.  They were saying “These who have turned the world upside
down are now here in our city.”  I’ve heard it said that our enemies sometimes give the best testimony to the
effectiveness of our witness.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ DOES turn the ways of the world upside down.  Jesus



taught “He who will be ruler among you must be servant of all.”  “It is only by dying that we can live.”  “Bless
those who curse you.”  “The most valuable thing we can find (our salvation) is free.”  “We can be free only
by becoming a slave of Jesus Christ.”  No wonder these people though Christians were turning the world upside
down -- they were!

Paul and Silas realized that the situation had deteriorated to such a point that people’s emotions had
taken over.  When that happens, continuing it to reason with people is useless.  As we witness to others, we
too must be careful to keep the discussions out of the emotional realm.  Once a discussion gets to that point
it is time to move on.  When we are presenting the claims of Christ to another person, becoming caught up in
an argument is easy.  If that happens, then we are likely to do more harm than good.  Always keep calm.  We
can usually handle any argument another person might attempt to start with a statement such as “That doesn’t
agree with Scripture.”  We don’t need to defend the Gospel or the Cross.  God is perfectly capable of doing
that.  Our job is to proclaim the message.

ACTS 17:10-14  After leaving Thessalonica, Paul and Silas went to Berea.  There they received a much
better reception.  The people in Berea had a proper response to the message being taught by Paul.  They searched
the scripture to see if the information being taught was true.

The established church has drifted before.  Since we do have a tendency to drift, we might discover
or hear a new truth of the gospel and since it is new  to us, reject it as error.  A classic example was the truth
proclaimed by Martin Luther.  Luther discovered “The just shall live by faith.”   The church of his day had drifted
so far away that its leaders could not recognize the truth and, consequently, rejected it without searching the
scriptures to see if what Luther was saying was true.

I’m not advocating that we endorse every new teaching or doctrine.  We should be cautious, but should
not reject an idea just because it is new.  Each time we read and really study a passage of scripture we should
learn some new truth.  We read it and our understanding becomes quickened so that we are likely to have one
of those “Aha!” responses such as “So that’s what that means!”  We should share such discoveries with our
Christian friends.  Such sharing strengthens each of us and it can also keep us from error by having other Christians
either challenge or confirm our interpretation.

ACTS 17:16-18  Paul went from Berea to Athens and waited for Silas and Timothy to join him there.
In Athens, Paul encountered a different reception.  The opposition was in the form of ridicule.  How often do
we run into this type response?  Some will look at us with a smirk on their face and say “You don’t really believe
that foolishness, do you?”  This is the so-called intellectual approach to things of the Spirit.  These people have
not learned that true wisdom comes only from God.  The things of the Spirit are spiritually discerned.

Many great scholars today do not believe Jesus is God the Son.  Their unbelief is based on ignorance
of the truths of the Gospel.  They take issue with something they do not understand.

Lew Wallace was a very famous general and literary genius.  He and his fiend Robert Ingersoll, the
famous skeptic, agreed to write a book that would forever destroy the myth of Christianity.  For two years, Mr.
Wallace studied in the leading libraries of Europe and America, seeking information which would enable him
to write such a book.  While writing the second chapter of his book, he suddenly found himself on his knees,
crying out, “My Lord and my God.”  This same man, Lew Wallace, later wrote the novel Ben Hur.

If you run into a so-called intellectual, simple challenge him or her to prove what the Word of God says
is wrong and in the process, he will be convinced Jesus is Lord.  That is what it is all about: the Lordship of
Jesus.  Witness of Him.  Vary your approach to fit the situation, base everything on the scripture, use reasonable
arguments, don’t be discouraged and pray.  We really need to take the Great Commission seriously.


