
Acts 18:1-16
Let's begin by each sharing one thing we tend to get fired up about.  
What do you think Paul “got fired up” about?

{18:1} After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 
Paul had shared the Gospel with those in the major cultural center of the western and middle eastern

world.  He, nor the Gospel, received a very good hearing.  The message of God’s salvation is foolishness to those
who perish.  It is not logical to the natural mind.  Man, left to his own devices, would never have figured out God’s
plan.  Therefore, God had to reveal it and it must be revealed again and again to everyone who will be saved. 
Having left the cultural center, Paul then went to one of the commerce centers of the world.  

{2} There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome.

Why were the Jews expelled from Rome? [Controversy among the Jews that arose regarding Jesus.]
Was this event “good” or “bad”?  Even this problem was used by God to bring something worthwhile to the
work of the Kingdom of God.  It allowed Paul to join his efforts with two other Christians.  This union provided a
base of operation for Paul in establishing a new work in that important area of the world.  

 Paul went to see them, {3} and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with
them. 
What did Paul have in common with Priscilla and Aquila? Profession or trade.  Better answer is their faith.  Is it helpful
to team up with other people in doing the work God has called us to do?  Why?  Where might you look to find someone to team-up with?  

{4} Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
Do you like to reason with people about the Christian faith?  Is it enjoyable to you to try to
persuade people? If you answered “No” then Why is it not enjoyable for you to reason with people about the
Christian faith?  (List answers on board.)
Other than persuading and reasoning with people, what are some other ways we can help with the
evangelistic process? [inviting, serving, bearing testimony, etc.]  
What are some ways you feel comfortable helping with the evangelistic/disciple-making process? 
How important is our comfort in deciding what we should do in response to God’s clear
command to “make disciples”? 

{5} When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching,
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 

Why was it possible for Paul to stop making tents and concentrate exclusively on preaching ? [The
arrival of Silas and Timothy from Macedonia with financial help.]  Do you think the people who gave the
money for Paul to preach will share in Paul's reward in heaven?

{6} But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to
them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the
Gentiles." 

Eventually Paul gave up on the Jews and quit trying to reach them. 
Is it ever right for us to make a conscious decision to quit trying to reach certain people?   Answer: 
Our resources are limited. The effort we spend here we cannot spend there. If he had continued trying in vain to
reach the Jews he would have been deciding not to try to reach the gentiles. We cannot do everything. We need to
be shrewd about concentrating our efforts on those who are most reachable.    
Is it wise for us to concentrate our efforts as a church on the most reachable people?   
Who are the most reachable people?   Answer:  Young people for starters. Most people who ever come to
faith do so before they leave their teen years. Do a little survey in your class. Ask how many came to faith before
they turned 20. Also, people who have gone through some kind of change-a move, a new baby, etc. tend to be more
reachable. Young couples are often receptive just after the birth of their first baby. New move ins to the
community are a hot group. The hottest group, that is often overlooked, are the people who visit your worship
service. In many churches there are lots of visitors and a very low "velcro" factor. That is, very few of those visitors
stick around. Most churches could grow just by taking real good care of the visitors that visit. Also, but doing this,



it tends to increase the number of visitors because these people know outsiders they can invite. If they are treated
well and impressed they tend to bring others with them. 

Though Paul started in the synagogue, he moved into new territory when the resistance to the Gospel
because abusive.  There is so much work to do and so many people who are lost and needing to hear the
Gospel that we cannot spend all our time on one or two stubborn individuals.  Those need to clearly
understand the consequences of their rejection and then we must move to areas where our work will bear
fruit for the Kingdom. 
{7} Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.
{8} Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the
Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 
When we fail to accomplish our goals, we can become discouraged.  Paul had many disappointment since

he wanted his fellow Israelites to trust in Jesus and be saved and most of them rejected the Gospel.  There were
victories and some did believe.  We must learn to celebrate the gains and avoid grieving over losses of that which
we never possessed.  

{9} One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.
{10} For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this
city." {11} So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

Why do you think God spoke to Paul in this way at this time? 
The work to which God had called Paul was so significant that special encouragement was needed to ensure that
discouragement did not creep in and hinder the work.  Most of us want to quit when we have the slightest
resistance and everyone doesn’t enthusiastically endorse what we are doing.  If we are doing the right thing, then
we must press on even if no one agrees.
Has the Lord ever spoken to you in the night to encourage you?  

{12} While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him into
court. {13} "This man," they charged, "is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the
law." 

In verse 9 God says to Paul, "No one is going to attack you." In verse 12 we read that "the Jews
made a united attack on Paul." 
How do you explain that?   Answer:  One explanation is the deal was thrown out of court – they attached Paul
but they did not harm him. 

{14} Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews,  "If you Jews were making a complaint about
some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. {15} But since it
involves questions about words and names and your own law--settle the matter yourselves. I will not be a
judge of such things." {16} So he had them ejected from the court. {17} Then they all turned on
Sosthenes the synagogue ruler and beat him in front of the court. But Gallio showed no concern whatever.
The civil and criminal courts are not in position to decide matters of theology.  It is an oppressive society

that results from governmental leaders taking sides in disputes about religious or spiritual matters. 
Those who do not have a strong case will seek help from the civil authorities and that failing will resort of

physical attacks.

What is the lesson for us?  
Persistence pays off. 
Don’t let discouragement keep you from sharing your faith.
Don’t waste your time on those who are solidly entrench in their unbelief.
Prioritize efforts on those who are likely to accept Christ.
Be prepared to share the Gospel. 
Keep in mind that sharing your faith is not an option.  


