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LEARNING FROM ONE ANOTHER

Many people are convinced that getting a good education is essential for our young people.
We support public schools with our tax dollars and we are concerned when we hear statistics of high
drop out rates.  Deep down inside we realize that knowledge is the key that opens many doors.  What
many of us fail to realize is that much of our learning is acquired outside of the formal classroom.
The tendency for a lot of kids as they are going through the graduation experience is to think that
they have somehow completed the learning process.  The fact of the matter should be that they have
started a good foundation upon which they can continue to learn.  

Much of what we learn comes from what others share with us out of their experiences and
what they have been taught.  We also learn from our own experiences.  As we assemble what we
learn from others and from our own experiences it is extremely important that we build our lives upon
a proper foundation.  In other words, there may be many interpretations of the facts and the
interpretation may be, and many times is, more important than the facts themselves.  The foundation
and the design of a house can be more important than the materials that go into.  You can take the
finest building materials around and construct a shack or you might build a mansion from laminated
popsicle sticks.

One of the features of the early church was the open sharing among the members as they
gathered for worship.  Much of their learning of how to implement the practical aspects of Christian
living came from these shared experiences.  Today's Christians need to share more with each other
from life's experiences as well as insights that we have as we study the Scripture.  A couple of
examples of how the early Christian learned from each other are found in Acts 18 and 19.  Both these
examples are related to the ministry of a man named Apollos.

ACTS 18:24-25  Apollos was apparently a gifted communicator.  He was also a man full of
enthusiasm and knowledge of the Old Testament.  He had heard about Jesus and knew about the
baptism that John the Baptist preached.  However, there was a lack of knowledge regarding several
crucial aspects of the Gospel.  Based on what he knew of the Old Testament and what he knew of
the life and work of Jesus, he was convinced that Jesus was the Messiah and he was getting the word
out to others.  He was from Alexandria, Egypt and had traveled about teaching what he knew.  

ACTS 18:26  When Apollos came to Ephesus he continued to preach and teach the Good
News that he knew.  He had apparently been there for some time and been successful in that people
had believe and were following the way as they had been taught.  There was a couple in Ephesus at
that time, Aquila and Priscilla, that happened to heard Apollos teach in the synagogue there.  They
realized that he had not heard the "rest of the story."  They handled the matter carefully and with
sensitivity to the feeling of Apollos.  They did not challenge him publicly as many people are likely
to do today when they hear someone that may not know the complete gospel message.  Apparently,
Apollos did not know about Christian baptism and how that was related to the resurrection of Jesus
and probably did not know about the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower the Church.

ACTS 18:27-28  Even though Apollos was very knowledgeable of the Old Testament he was
still able and willing to learn from others.  This made him even more effective in his preaching.  He
continued in his traveling ministry and did so with the endorsement of the church at Ephesus.  He
went on to Corinth and was able to convincingly show from the Scriptures that Jesus was truly God's
promised Messiah.

This information regarding Apollos helps us understand better the ministry of Paul.  Paul had



been influential with Aquila and Priscilla before they met Apollos.  Also, the lack of knowledge of
Apollos resulted in teaching that was incomplete and helps to explain what Paul found in parts of
Ephesus when Apollos had left the area.  

ACTS 19:1-4  Apollos had apparently established some disciples in the area before he met
Aquila and Priscilla.  These folks were disciples of Jesus and believed that he was God's Messiah.
However, evidently, there was something missing that prompted Paul to ask the question, "Have you
received the Holy Spirit since you believed?"  They did not know what he was talking about.  They
had not even heard of the Holy Spirit.  Many Christians today do not know about the Holy Spirit.
Oh, they might remember seeing the name or singing a hymn that has the name in it or they might
even recall that the name was used in the "baptismal formula" -- in the name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.  However, knowledge of the Holy Spirit in their lives is about as strange to them as it
was to these disciples at Ephesus.  

These twelve disciples had been taught about the baptism of John which was symbolic of
repentance.  However, John the Baptist had pointed people to Jesus and had declared that Jesus
would baptize them with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus had told His disciples that they should wait in
Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit and they did so when the Spirit was poured out upon
them on the Day of Pentecost.  In subsequent accounts, the coming of the Holy Spirit upon believer
was recorded.  We see it with regard to the believers in Samaria (Peter and John laid hands on them
and the Holy Spirit came upon them) and in Caesarea at the home of Cornelius. 

ACTS 19:5-6  After Paul had fully explained the Gospel to these men, they were ready to
receive all that God had for them.  They wanted to be baptized into the name of Jesus.  They were
baptized and then Paul laid his hands upon them and they received the Spirit's presence and power
in their lives.  How did they know that the Spirit had come upon them?  They spoke with tongues and
prophesied.  This verified that God was at work.  

Is it any different today?  Can we really expect people to receive the Holy Spirit when they
believe if they are not given the complete gospel message any more than those disciples in Ephesus
did?  If verification of God working in the life of people was needed in their time, why would it not
also be needed now?  

We can learn from each other and many times those that are the most educated and eloquent
can learn from those that have simply walked with the Lord.  If we want others to learn from us, then
we must be sensitive to them and show respect for them as we share about Christ in our lives.  Many
people that we encounter do not realize the need to surrender themselves to God through Jesus
Christ.  They don't realize the necessity to publicly confess Him before others.  They don't realize that
believers should be baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.  They won't know unless someone tells
them.  You may be the one that God wants to use to share this essential information with another
person.


