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FACING CRISES

We tend to think that life is just routine day-in and day-out happenings, and I guess that a lot
of life is just that.  When something occurs that is out of that routine, then it can be upsetting to us.
We call such situations "crises" and we recognize that they are out of the ordinary and take special
handling.  If a crisis is an out of the ordinary experience that perhaps packs a higher level of stress,
then we can see that not all crises are bad.  If you were to buy a house, that would qualify to be
termed a crisis situation.  Having a child get married or move away from home would be an unusual
and emotionally filled time which would be a crisis.  Winning one of these sweepstakes would be a
crisis situation.  There are also some crises that are bad news.  Being involved in a car accident
(someone in Kingsport is involved in an auto accident each day), losing a job (over 250 people have
recently lost their jobs at the Raytheon plant in Bristol), being arrested (the young man that threw the
tear gas like material in the county board meeting), discovering that a friend has AIDS (the revelation
that Magic Johnson is HIV+), or having a child struck by a school bus which happened this past week
in our area all qualify as crisis situations.  

It is not so much a question of whether we will have crises or not, because we will.  The
question that we need to address is how should we handle the crises that that come our way.  Perhaps
we can learn from the example of the apostle Paul as we see how he handled a significant crisis in his
life.

The events recorded in the Book of Acts concerning the life of Paul are really records of the
crisis situations in his ministry.  We don't see a lot about the everyday events of his life but we do find
many crises that he encountered.  Paul had been instrumental in getting the Gentile churches to
contribute money to the Christians in Jerusalem to help them survive the intense persecution they
were undergoing.  He and some others traveled to Jerusalem to take the money to them.  All along
the way, many people warned Paul of the danger there was for him in Jerusalem.  There were
prophetic messages and other communications that made it clear that he was facing a crisis situation
in Jerusalem.  Paul was determined to go on in spite of the danger.  Paul believed that it was God's
will that he go there and just because there was danger ahead did not excuse him from being obedient
to the will of God.  One truth that we can learn and put into practice is that obedient to the will of
God does not depend on how difficult it is to carry out that will.  It is not a question of how much
danger is involved or what the consequences may be, but being obedient is our first and only criterion.

When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, he reported to the leaders of the church what God had been
doing among the Gentiles.  They were glad to hear about that, but they had a concern and that they
were concerned that there would be trouble (a crisis) when some of the Jewish Christian heard that
Paul was there.  Reports had been going around that Paul was teaching Jewish converts that they
should not practice the Jewish law and rituals.  What Paul had taught was that such practices had no
power to save anyone.  The leaders suggested that Paul demonstrate that he still supported the Jewish
practices and that he join with a group of Jews that had taken the temporary vow of a Nazirite who
were going through the final stages of that ritual.  Paul agreed to do that as an outward sign that he
still supported the Jewish practices.

ACTS 21:26  Paul agreed to sponsor the four men and to pay for their sacrifices that would
be offered.  The purification would take seven days.  Since Paul had been living out among the
Gentiles, he would have needed to go through the purification ceremony if we wanted to be in strict



accordance with Jewish practice.  
ACTS 21:27-30  Paul had encountered many crises on the Missionary trips that he conducted

through Asia and had made many enemies among the Jews because he was teaching that God would
accept the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  In many places they tried to kill him.  Some of the Jews that
had been in the Asia provinces when Paul was there, recognized him and they accused him of bringing
a Gentile or Greek into the Temple.  They had seen Paul in the city with Trophimus who was a Greek
from Ephesus and they just imagined that he might have done that.  Some people have trouble
separating their imagination from their memory.  

The people there were stampeded into taking rash action.  They did not try to check out the
truth of the accusation, they just reacted.  Immediately, Paul found himself in the middle of a seriously
bad crisis.  The whole area around the temple got work of what had been said and everyone was in
an uproar.  They took Paul out of the temple and closed the doors.

ACTS 21:31-33  The Romans had a group of soldiers stationed near the Temple in Jerusalem.
Mob action was not uncommon with these people and since the Temple was central to the life the
Jews much of the action occurred near the Temple area.  The commotion in the Temple area had
turned into a riot and the captain of the garrison knew that he had to stop it before it got out of hand.
When the soldiers showed up the crowd quieted down and they stopped beating Paul.  Had the
soldiers not stopped them, they would have continued to try to kill Paul.  Religious differences
produce strong reactions in many people.  In our day, there are still these kinds of things going on.
In Northern Ireland, for example, the civil conflict is aligned around the Catholics and the Protestants.
In Africa, Moslems have led uprisings that have killed Christians.  One of the new religions that is
being practiced in many areas is that of Personal Freedom (or the Don't Tell ME What To Do
Church).  There is open conflict with these folks and some Christian groups over the practice of
abortion.  Limiting the freedom of totally selfish people draws strong reaction.

The captain of the guard did not bother to find out who was at fault.  He first arrested Paul
and had him bound with chains and then he asked the crowd what the riot was about.  Everyone tried
to talk at once and he really didn't learn anything.  Another thing we can learn from Paul's situation
is that crises produce confusion.  When you are in a crisis it is not a good time to make decisions.
If at all possible, decisions should be made in advance so that when crises come, the emotion of the
situation will not affect our judgement about things.  

ACTS 21:37-39  Paul kept his wits about him and as he had opportunity, he spoke to the
captain.  The captain was surprised that Paul spoke Greek because he had guessed that he must be
an Egyptian that had stirred up the people several days ago.  Paul went on to tell him that he was a
Roman citizen.
 Paul asked for a chance to address the crowd.  As he did so, he spoke to them in Hebrew and
they listen attentively to his conversion experience.  Another lesson for us to learn is that during crisis
times there are opportunities to share the good news and we cannot forget about what we are
supposed to do just because things are out of the ordinary.


