
COLLOSSIAN COMMENTS

CHAPTER 1
1-2 Early in this letter we begin to see things that relate to the Christians at Colosse being citizen of the
Kingdom of God.  In the King James Version these citizens are known by a special name -- saints.  Most
Christians today feel uncomfortable with being called "saints" because they really don't know that it simply means
that we, as Christians, have been designated as being special and separate from the rest of the world.  (This same
word is translated “holy” in the NIV.) We are separated so that we can be useful to God Who is the King of this
Kingdom.  We also see a responsibility of Kingdom citizenship showing up early in this letter.  Paul calls them
"faithful brethren.” Here faithfulness implies loyalty to the King which we show by being obedient to His
commands and wishes. There are rewards also that come form such citizenship:  Grace and peace are mentioned
here.  It is by God's grace that we are privileged to be citizens of His Kingdom where we abide in the internal and
external peace that comes from relationship with the King of kings and Lord of lords.
3-6 We can see additional rights, responsibilities and rewards that are part of citizenship in the Kingdom of
God.  Paul told these people that he was praying for them.  
Rights:  We have the right to expect other Christian (other citizens of the Kingdom) to pray for us and support us
in our Christian walk.  At the same time, we have a responsibility to pray for others. In a similar way, we have a
right to expect love from fellow Christians and a responsibility to show love to them in outward actions.  
Responsibility:   We find responsibility in that we should have a good reputation of our faith among those that
know us or have heard about us.  
Rewards:  We find reward awaiting those that are Kingdom citizens in that we have Heaven as a final destination
where we will be close to the Lord in a way that we can't even imagine at this time. This truth is the basis for our
hope and positive outlook that we should have and project to others which also relate to our rights and
responsibility.
7-8 God expects His people to be productive and to bear fruit as the truth of the gospel impacts their lives.
What Paul says here is that the gospel is bearing fruit and for that to happen someone must help in getting the
message out to others.  Each of us has a calling to share our faith with others.
9-10 Wisdom and understanding are at the same time a privilege and a responsibility for citizens of the
Kingdom.  Though we have these, we can choose to do things against good judgment (consider Solomon).  We
must still make the right choices.  Wisdom and understanding do not just happen automatically.  We must seek the
Lord in such things and make them the object of prayer for ourselves and others.
11-12 We find ourselves in struggles, confrontations and temptations.  We need strength beyond ourselves in
such times and know God will be the Supplier of strength.  We tend to take the “new life” we have for granted. 
For that reason, we are not as thankful as we should be.  Not all Christians are participating in the full benefits of
our inheritance because we fail to get involved to find out what is ours in God’s storehouse of promises.
13-14 We recognize Jesus as Lord because He has redeemed us.  He took our sins upon Himself to gain
righteousness for us before God.  In this act, the power of Satan was broken so we could leave the Kingdom of
Darkness and enter the Kingdom of Light.  
15-17 Jesus is the perfect picture of God Whom we cannot otherwise see.  God is Spirit and His physical
appearance is immaterial (no pun intended).  The real issue is what is His nature and character?  Jesus is the
prototokus (prototype) of the sons of God and as such has the rank over all.  In addition He is the Creator of all
things -- physical, spiritual, visible, and invisible.  We have a universe of God, by God, and for God.  As amazing
as is the creation, we find that all thing continue in a state of being because of His creative power.  
18 Paul presents Christ as the firstborn from the dead and, therefore, the first (or type) of the new creation of
the human race -- those who have been born again.  In this way, He is head of the church or the new creation. 
Therefore, not only is Christ the Creator and Head of the universe (the original creation), He is also the Head of the
New Creation (the Church).
19-20 There is no conflict with God the Father and God the Son.  When sin entered the world, it caused all of
the creation to be separated from God. In the beginning, God put the dominion of all the earth under the care of
man.  When man stopped serving God and started serving Satan, then the dominion of the earth was acquired by
Satan.  In His death on the Cross, Jesus regained the authority over all of heaven and earth and established His
church to be about the business of bringing about a reconciliation of all things to Himself in deed.
21-23 Just as we were separated from God and did not have peace, even so the world without Jesus is separated



from God and lacks peace.  Jesus brought about this reconciliation by his death in which He took our sins upon
Himself.  He died to bear the penalty of sin (the wages of sin is death) so that we could be as righteous as He is --
holy and blameless in His sight.  We participated in this blessing by faith and we will continue therein by faith. 
Our faith is not in our own righteousness nor works but in the completed work of Jesus by which we are qualified
to look forward in hope of spending eternity united with Christ Jesus our Lord.  If we haven't acknowledged Him
as Lord in this life, how can He be our Savior now and in eternity?
24 Jesus suffered on the cross and we are called to suffer or put to death the sin nature.  Paul knew he still
lacked having accomplished the full job of putting the flesh to death in his own life.  It is only in putting the flesh
“off” that the influence of Christ can do its work in us. 
25-27 A mystery is a mystery only until it is revealed.  At that point, the message become “obvious” so that
anyone can understand it.  Prior to the revelation of God as presented to us by the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the gospel message was a mystery.  Now we can see that all that God
has for us is “in Christ” and if Christ is in us, then we participate in the riches of His grace.
28-29 Christ, by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, takes us from being justified by His work on the
cross through the process of sanctification and will ultimately bring us to the point of glorification with and in
Him.

CHAPTER 2
1-3 Paul realized we are in a spiritual battle and we need to support each other in spiritual warfare.  We need
to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ whether we have met them or not.  One of the weapons of the devil is
discouragement and all of us in the army of God need to be encouraged and realize that we are united in Christ. 
He is the central focus of all of the universe.  He is all and in all.
4-5 The starting point for all we do is the fact that we are in Christ and He is all sufficient.  Others will come
along and assert we need something more than Jesus.

We can all appreciate the need for organization in any group of people.  Without definite responsibilities
being assigned to specific persons, very little would ever get accomplished.  Many people object to overly defined
organization because they see that as rigidity; however, a properly organized group will have built in flexibility.

More important than orderliness is the foundation or principle upon which an organization is based.  The
church at Colosse put their faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ.  They were not depending on Christ plus
something else to be acceptable to God.  We need to be wary of any religious group that has any requirement
beyond "Christ alone" as their basis for justification in God's sight.
6-7 Not only is Jesus necessary and sufficient for our justification, He is also necessary and sufficient for our
growth and maturity.  This applies as well to just living life on a daily basis.  We initially received Christ by faith
and it is by faith that we continue in our relationship with Him.   People have a tendency to want to "work for" or
earn their salvation.  The Bible clearly teaches the error of this.  Even after we have accepted Jesus, we find the old
ways are still there and we think we must use our own strength to grow.  We fail to keep in mind that it is God
Who is working in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.  

Our focus and aim must always be on Jesus.  We want to have a solid foundation, but that foundation must
be Jesus Himself.  We want to grow, but we must grow in Him.  We want to have more confidence, but that
confidence must be in Him.  That is what Paul meant by "rooted, built up and strengthened in the faith."
8-10 It is possible for Christians to be sidetracked or “taken captive” by philosophies based on human
experience.  The Christian life is a supernatural life.  A. W. Tozer said “if you can explain a Christian experience
on the basis of psychology, you’ve got a good church member, but you haven’t got a born-again Christian.”  The
problem is not that people have philosophy but they have philosophy based on the wrong thing.  Philosophy asks
the question “What is reality?” and seeks to understand it.  To simply accept the traditions men have built up as the
basis for truth and not turn to the Source of all truth is poor philosophy.

We can find false teaching today that Jesus was only one of a series of Messiahs who have come on the
world scene throughout its history.  We are told each of these is necessary as part of the revelation of God.  Paul
countered such ideas when he stated that in Jesus Christ we find the full and ultimate revelation of God and we can
find our completeness in Him.

Many of the world’s religions do not recognize a Supreme Being God but have a variety of local deities to
which they relate.  Paul argued that of all spiritual beings, we should not attempt to deal with anything less than



the ultimate head of all things, the King  of kings and Lord of lords, the head of all principalities and power.
11-14 It is very difficult for a person who has grown up in a religious system based on observances of rites and
rituals to not put their trust in these things.  In these few verses, Paul shows that the law and the ordinances were a
foreshadowing of the spiritual reality revealed in Christ.  The practice of circumcision was a fore shadowing of the
work of the cross in that the fleshly nature is put away.  The church adopted baptism for new converts and it is
symbolic of a fuller picture: We have put off the fleshly nature (died with Christ), we are buried with Christ and
raised to new life.  

The “law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus” has set us free from the “law of sin and death.”  In the cross,
Jesus paid the penalty of “death for sin” and, therefore, those who go by the way of the cross find the debt paid in
full.
15 The devil and all his followers committed the grand error of putting an innocent man to death.  Since
Jesus was not born of the seed of Adam and since He never sinned, the devil had no authority to cause His death. 
In the crucifixion, the devil was openly shown to be the rebel and sinner he really is though he often appears as an
angel of light.
16-19 Since we are free in the all sufficiency of Jesus we do not have to be entangled in the rules that men have
set up to observe certain days, or do certain rites and rituals or to eat only certain kinds of food.  We do not
venerate the dead saints or put our trust in angels and assign great powers to them.  Instead we are to look to Jesus
as not only necessary but totally sufficient for all of life.  Our salvation does not depend on whether we eat or don’t
eat certain foods, observe or not observe certain holidays or even which day of the week we set aside as a day of
rest to honor and worship God.  Our salvation is centered in Christ Jesus and the fact that we acknowledge Him to
be Lord of our lives in word and deed. 
20-23 Our salvation does not depend on keeping rules and regulations.  It is not a result of our works.  We are
saved because we are “in Christ.”  Self imposed disciplines that are designed to change our actions do not work on
the inner man.  We must first be born again and then surrender our wills to God by daily taking up our cross to put
self to death.  As we allow Christ to live His life through us, then His desires become our own and the things of the
world lose their appeal in the light of His glory.

COLLOSIANS 3
1-4 In Col 2:20 Paul said, “Since you have died with Christ” you can stop doing certain things.  In Col 3:1 he
presents the positive side of the equation: “Since you have been raised with Christ” you have different
possibilities.

When we become Christians we have to change the way we think about things.  It is not my life that I live,
it is Christ Who lives in me.  My definition of success must change from material gain to spiritual gain.  I need to
be laying up treasure in heaven and not on the earth.  I don't succeed in life by acquiring money or things, but by
doing the will of God:  leading others to know Him, helping people in the name of Jesus, building up rather than
tearing down.  The only way that we can do this is to let Christ (Who is our life) live through us.  

The conflict that exists between the "old way" and the "new way" is not resolved by reforming the old into
the new.  It will not work.  We must get rid of the "old" and replace it with the "new." 
5-11 Put the old life to death!  This is the work of the Cross.  We have been crucified  with Christ.  In that
association, we have (by faith and in reality) died to the old life.  Now we are in the process of walking in that
reality by the transformation of our minds.  The "sins" that Paul listed in these several verses are indicators of the
influence and dominance of the old nature.  These things were what life was all about before we were born of the
Spirit.
12 When Christ Jesus is our life, then the life we live in the flesh will manifest the character of Jesus.
13-14 We will show unselfish love, mercy -- the "fruit of the Spirit."  When Christ is our life, we will be
forgiving of others even as God (for Christ's sake) has forgiven us.  
15 When Christ is our life, then we will have the peace that comes from knowing that we are in right
relationship and fellowship with God.  
16 When Christ is our life, then our words will agree with His words since He will be speaking through us.  
17 And whatever we do, whether in word, thought, or deed we will find that it is not our way (will) but God's
way (will) that is happening in us and it is not something that we are "struggling" to make happen.  It will happen
naturally (actually supernaturally) as a result of who we are in Christ.



It is said that the "good" is the enemy of the "better" and that the "better" is the enemy of the "best." 
Having a successful  person as a role-model is "good."  Having Christ Jesus as our role-model is "better."  But
having Jesus as our life is by far the "best."
18-19 Life is lived in relationships with others.  Proper relationships are important and among Christians
relationship serve as examples and pictures of what God is doing in the Church.  God chose to hold the husband
responsible for the family.  As such, he is to lead as Christ leads.  Jesus taught us to lead by serving.  Just as we
choose to obey Jesus, wives are to choose to follow the lead of their husbands.  Just as Jesus chose to give His life
for the church, husbands must choose to sacrifice self for their wives.  
20-21 Mutual respect is the key to parent-child relationships.  Children show respect to their parents  by
obedience.  Parents show respect to their children by treating them fairly and not moving them along faster that
they can achieve.
22-25 The employer-employee relationship provides a great opportunity to witness of the transforming power of
Jesus in the life of a believer.  A Christian employee earns the right to verbally witness after he has witnessed by
what he does. 

By being all we can be in Christ, our relationships with others (non-Christian, Christians, and especially
within our families) will be positive witnesses to all that know us or observe us.  People will see that Jesus does
make a difference and future generations in our own families will benefit from these proper relationships.  God has
promised to bless many generations of those who obey Him.

CHAPTER 4
1 The Christian employer must realize that his example speaks louder than what he says regarding his
relationship with Christ.  In God’s sight the distinction of employee versus employer is not there and being “the
boss” does not excuse abusiveness.
2-4 One of the most important things we do in the Kingdom is to pray.  It is in praying that we engage in
spiritual battles and make our needs known to God.  We also use prayer as a means to let God know how much we
appreciate the bounty of His grace to us.  It is in praying we support each other and implement the influence of the
Kingdom of God in the world around us.
5-6 We can do much damage to the cause of Christ by behaving foolishly or making claims that cannot be
substantiated.  We may be the only witness some people will have and if we do not give a proper witness, then that
person may be lost for all eternity.  The proper way to communicate with anyone is to be gracious and interesting. 
Many Christians approach the world with a “slash and burn” form of conversation that turns outsiders off to the
gospel.  I’ve heard non-believers say of certain Christians who behave hatefully, “If that’s what it means to be a
Christian, then I would rather go to hell.”  How this must grieve the heart of God.
7-9 The personal touch is important and when we can’t be present, then we can send a representative.  Paul
could not go to Collosse when Onesimus was being returned as a runaway slave to Philemon.  Paul had written
instructions to Philemon as to how he expected Philemon to treat Onesimus.  That this be done in a proper way
was so important Paul send Tychicus along with Onesimus.  Paul was careful to make sure that Tychicus had
another stated agenda (to inform everyone of how Paul was doing) so as to not send a message of lack of
confidence to Philemon.
10-11 Even great men of God such as Paul needed encouragement in their work.  We need to encourage one
another in the Lord. 
12-13 Part of the work of the Kingdom is prayer for others.  We tend to want to get involved in any kind of
activity except prayer.
14-18 We greet each other to acknowledge the person.  That is the first step in building mutual respect which is
the basis for all relationships.  Sharing with one another is also important in strengthening relationships.


