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CHRIST IS LORD

We have many adages or sayings that we more or less take for granted.
Many times when we use an expression such as, "we have a government of the
people, by the people and for the people," we don't really consider the full
implication of what it means.  Most of us think of such an assertion in terms
of our right to vote and that we have a representative form of government.
Such a statement might also imply the source, basis or world view of our
society.  Another example that comes to mind is that if you were to ask most
people what is the most important thing to them about being a citizen of the
USA, they would probably say that is was "individual freedom."  But what does
this term "individual freedom" really mean?  Taken to the limit this is anarchy
and  would certainly not be good.  If we consider the significance of what we
celebrate on July 4th, most of us would think of the word "independence."  Yet
none of us are truly independent nor would we want to be.  We are
independent in some areas, dependent on others in a few areas, and hopefully,
interdependent in most areas -- that is, we really need each other.  

In the area of our Christianity we have many sayings that define our
beliefs and principles by which we operate.  We talk about being "saved" and
yet many would have trouble giving a good definition of what "salvation" is all
about.  We speak of saints and think of dead people in stained glass windows.
We talk about being "under grace" and "not under the law" and think that the
Ten Commandments don't have to be observed -- which is not the right
interpretation.  We say that "Jesus is Lord" and think that it simply means that
He is Deity.  We want to take a closer look at this statement regarding Jesus
to see what it really does mean to say that Jesus is Lord.  In many of Paul's
letters the term "Lord Jesus Christ" is used and implies the recognition of the
Lordship of Jesus.

COLOSSIANS 1:3-5  Paul recognized that God is the Source of every
blessing and he considered the Christians of the church at Colosse and their
faithfulness a real blessing.  Notice that Paul offered his thanks to God and not
to the people since he realized that it was God Who was working in them and
this was what was being manifested in their lives.  Paul preach Jesus Christ
and Him crucified as the means of salvation.  Paul was an apostle of Jesus and
referenced everything to Christ.  In identifying the God to Whom he prayed,
Paul refers to Him as the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now, here we see
the term "Lord" associated with the name of Jesus.  The word LORD is used in
reference to one who is in (or has) authority.  When we call Jesus, Lord, it is
not an acknowledgment of His deity but of His authority.  We can agree to His
deity, recognizing that He is truly God and yet never submit to His authority.
It is only by coming un-der His authority that we are saved. 

Notice the two things for which Paul is thankful:  their faith in Jesus and
their love for other Christians.  These two things should be and will be closely
associated.  A natural outgrowth of faith in Christ is that we will love other and
it is very difficult to really love others without having been transformed by the
love of God in our own lives.  This faith and love springs from the hope of
eternal life in heaven as revealed in the word of God (Who can not lie).

Paul listed several other things for which he prayed for these saints.  He
wanted them to live a life worthy of the name of Christ, to please God, to bear
fruit, to grow in the know-ledge of God.  All these would result in maturity in
the faith, or as Paul stated it:

COLOSSIANS 1:11-14  The reason for our thankfulness and the reason
we recognize Jesus Christ as Lord are the same.  We recognize Him as Lord
because He has redeemed us by His blood.  In His death, He took our sins



upon Himself and gain for us "righteousness" before God.  In this act of His
substitutionary death, the power of Satan was broken so that we can leave the
Kingdom of Darkness and come into the Kingdom of Light.  We do this in our
identification with Christ in His death on the Cross.  When He died, we died
with Him.  

COLOSSIANS 1:15-18   Paul addresses the deity of Jesus in term of the
creation.  First, Christ is the "image" of the invisible God.  God the Father is
invisible; however, we can see the exactly representation of His being in Jesus.
In John's gospel, Jesus is called the Word of God, which could be thought of as
God communicating Himself to us.  Jesus is also referred to as the "firstborn
over all creation."  This position of firstborn speaks of privilege and rank over
every things created.  Why does He have this position?  Because He created
everything.  "For by Him (Jesus, God the Son) all things were created."  When
it says, all things  it means physical and spiritual, visible and invisible.  Not
only were all things created by Him, all things were created for Him.  We
might say that we have a universe of God, by God and for God.  Even more
amazing, we find that all things continue in the state of "being" because of his
creative power.  

Some groups think and argue that Christ was a created being.  How can
this be if He is before all things?  Being "before all things" means that He is
pre-existent before all the creation.

In a parallel way, Paul presents Christ as the firstborn from the dead and
therefore the first (or type) of the new creation of the human race -- those
who have been born again.  In this way, He is head of the church or the new
creation.  Therefore, Christ is the Creator and Head of the universe (the
original creation) and He is the Head of the New Creation (the Church).

COLOSSIANS 1:19-20  Some groups in Paul's day taught that Jesus
Christ was a lesser God than God the Father.  Paul's answer to them is that the
fullness of the Godhead is in Christ Jesus and that there is no conflict with God
the Father and God the Son.  

When sin entered the world, it caused a separation from God which
affected all of the creation.  God had put all the dominion of the earth under
the care of man.  When man stopped serving God and started serving Satan,
then the dominion of the earth was acquired by Satan.  In His death on the
Cross, Jesus regained the authority over all of heaven and earth and
established His church to be about the business of bringing about a
reconciliation of all things to Himself in deed.

COLOSSIANS 1:21-23  Just as we were separated from God and did
not have peace, even so the world without Jesus is separated from God and
lacks peace.  He effected this reconciliation by his death in which He took our
sins upon Himself and died to bear the penalty of sin (the wages of sin is
death) so that we could be as righteous as He is -- holy and blameless in His
sight.  We participated in this blessing by faith and we will continue therein by
faith.  Our faith is not in our own righteousness or works but in the completed
work of Jesus by which we are qualified to look forward in hope of spending
eternity united with Christ Jesus our Lord.  If we haven't acknowledged Him
as Lord in this life, how can He be our Savior now and in eternity?


