
 THE GOSPEL LIVED 

 Colossians 3:1-17 

 

 Some have the idea that what makes one a Christian is the behavior exhibited.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth.  Being a Christian is a matter of who we are, and not what we do!  

So many times, we state this truth and just leave it at that.  More needs to be said.  Though 

behavior does not qualify us to be Christians, being a Christian raises the expectations for us 

beyond what is expected for a non-believer with regard to our behavior. 

 The atheist who cheats on his wife is not judged as harshly in the eyes of the world as the 

deacon or lay preacher.  The expectations are different for the two groups of people.  Any person 

who takes the name of Jesus to be identified with Him takes the responsibility of living a quality 

of life that reflects that for which Jesus stood.  If a believer’s life does not give evidence that 

Christ has the power to transform people, then the cynical world will not heed the message of the 

risen Christ. 

 Paul tells us in Romans 8 that those who are without the Spirit of God cannot exhibit (on 

a consistent basis) the raised expectation indicative of one who has Jesus living in him.  Paul said 

“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 

can be.”  In other words, it is impossible! 

 When I was a child, we used to pretend a lot.  We would tie a partially blown-up balloon 

to the front fork of our bikes so that it was in contact with the spokes.  As each spoke came past 

the balloon it would make a noise like a motorbike.  In this way we would pretend that we had a 

motorcycle.  We had to pedal just as hard (in fact, harder) to go anywhere and we couldn't 

achieve the speed of a real motorcycle, but it helped our imaginations and added to the fun of the 

games.  What would have really made a difference in our play would have been to have a real 

motorcycle in place of the pedal powered bicycle.  

 People, especially kids, still play the "let's pretend" game.  If the game is related to sports, 

then a pair of Michael Jordan Nike tennis shoes may be all it takes to become a "great basketball 

player" in their imaginations.  Psychologists talk about "role models" and each of us has a 

tendency to imitate others for better or worse.  It is a lot easier to imitate than to create.  Even 

what the kids do with the costumes or the special tennis shoes is "imitating" a character rather 

than "creating" one.  

 Even professional people will sometimes try to imitate someone they consider to be 

successful.  We look at this and recognize it as normal human behavior.  Knowing that is a 

natural thing for people to do, we then try to make sure that our children have the proper role 

models to imitate and that their field of friends is among "well-behaved" peers because they do 

imitate each other. 

 From a spiritual perspective, we might rightly conclude that such modeling is humanistic 

in that our target is a human one.  In fact, the Humanist Manifesto declares that "man is the 

measure of all things."  As a consequence of not wanting to slip into humanism, Christian 

teachers encourage people to make Jesus their "role model."  We are encouraged to "imitate 

Christ."  The proof text for this encouragement is Ephesians 5:1 where Paul tells us to be 

“followers of God.”  The Greek word used for followers is mimetes from which we derive the 

English word “mimic.”  This same word is used in six other passages where Paul encouraged his 

readers to follow (mimic) him.  If these exhortations are taken outside of the context of a born-

again experience in which Christ lives in us, then this approach (as noble and lofty as it seems) is 

nothing more than "sanctified humanism?"  The implication that we should have Christ as our 

"example" and that we should live our lives in a Christlike fashion implies that we are the 

molders and builders of our lives, that we are the masters of our destiny and that if we just 

choose the right model, then everything will be OK.  Basically, the thing that is wrong with this 



approach is that we are still depending on our own human effort to live our own lives.   

 One of the significant differences in the Gospel message from other religions is that we 

are not to improve what we have, but that we are to "get rid of" or "put away" the "old life" and 

let Jesus live in and through us.  The first way (simply imitating Jesus) is like the kid making his 

bicycle sound like a motorcycle and even if he made it look like a motorcycle it would still be a 

bicycle!  The Good News is that we can get rid of the bicycle and get a motorcycle instead.  Now 

once we have the motorcycle, we need to stop trying to pedal the thing.  It has no pedals!  In the 

same way, Christians become very frustrated in trying to live the Christian life in their own 

strength – there is no place for our own strength (there are no pedals) but we are to rest in the 

complete sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  So we need to quit thinking about how can we pedal faster 

and start thinking about the quality of gas that goes into the motorcycle.  Listen to what Paul says 

about this. 

 

A New Life  – 3:1-4 
1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him 

in glory.  Colossians 3:1-4 (NASB95) 
 When we become Christians, we change the way we think about things.  It is not my life 

that I live, it is Christ Who lives in me.  My definition of success changes from material gain to 

spiritual gain.  I will be laying up treasure in heaven and not on the earth.  I don't succeed in life 

by acquiring money or things, but by doing the will of God:  leading others to know Him, 

helping people in the name of Jesus, building up rather than tearing down.  The only way that we 

can do this is for Christ (Who is our life) to live through us.  

 What does all this mean for us in its practical outworking in our lives?  If we have been 

raised with Christ, if we are partakers of a new nature, if we are dead to our old nature, if we 

have been (are being) reconciled (thoroughly changed) to conform to the image of Christ, then 

there will be changes in the way we conduct ourselves in life. First of all, since we have been 

made alive spiritually, then we are sensitive to spiritual matters.  We have interests in the same 

things that Jesus is interested in.  We find that what is important to us – the things we really care 

about – are changed from the physical to the spiritual, from the earthly plane to the heavenly 

plane.  A true conversion experience starts with a death to self and to the things of this world and 

progresses with a new life that is in Christ Jesus.  The final outcome is not always apparent to us 

even though we are being changed. The appearance will come later when Christ returns in His 

glory and we share in that because we are in Him. This hope is the reason for consistent 

Christian living.  

 The conflict that exists between the "old way" and the "new way" is not resolved by 

reforming the old into the new.  Reformation will not work.  We must get rid of the "old" and 

replace it with the "new."  The truth of the matter is that we are dead; however, that truth needs 

to be manifested in our daily walk.  How do we do that?  Listen again to Paul. 

 

Put Off – 3:5-11 
5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of 

disobedience, 7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you also, put them all 

aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid 

aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge 

according to the image of the One who created him— 11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek 

and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  

Colossians 3:5-11 (NASB95) 
 In Romans, Paul said “reckon yourself to be dead.”  In Ephesians, “I am crucified with 



Christ.”  In 2 Corinthians, “we bear about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus.”   

 Put the old life to death!  This is the work of the Cross.  We have been crucified with 

Christ.  In that association, we have (by faith and in reality) died to the old life.  Now we are in 

the process of walking in that reality by the transformation of our minds.  The "sins" that Paul 

listed in these verses are indicators of the influence and dominance of the old nature.  These 

things were what life was all about before we were born of the Spirit.   

 There is a definite philosophy being taught here that is different from what modern-day 

psychology would teach.  The present-day approach would have us bring these actions (sins) 

under control or just to accept such actions (sins) as OK since that is “just the way we are.”  

Without being born-again of the Spirit of God, then such an approach is the only alternative.  For 

the Christian to attempt to live in such a way is totally inane or maybe insane.  There can be no 

peaceful coexistence of old-life behaviors with our new nature.  The Children of Israel tried to 

have peaceful coexistence with some of the Canaanites and these eventually had such negative 

influence on Israel that it led to the downfall of the nation.  This is why God commanded them to 

totally eliminate all Canaanite influence from the land they were to occupy.  The spiritual lesson 

for us to learn is that we must also totally eliminate the worldly influence from our lives after we 

have entered into God’s salvation.   

 It may be helpful to focus a little more on the specifics of verse five.  The question as to 

whether the term idolatry is linked to greed (“covetousness” in the KJV) or is related to the list 

of all the things (members) that make up the body of sins that are “earthly” in their origin (as 

opposed to having heavenly origins).   

 The key to the answer is likely found in the simple word “and” that precedes the word 

greed or covetousness.  In the Greek, that word is KAI and is usually translated simply as the 

conjunction “and.”  However, it can have a combining (it is a copulative conjunction) and 

sometimes also a cumulative force.  Hence, we could legitimately render the verse as  
“Put to death therefore all those things (members) that make up who you are that have earthly origins: 

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, even (meaning that those things in the preceding list result 

from) covetousness, which is idolatry.   
Idolatry results from wanting something or someone more than wanting God.  It then becomes 

the object of our adoration and the focus of what drives us and, by default, becomes as a god to 

us.  The various list of sins given in verse five (and we could add murder, stealing, adultery, and 

lying which is mentioned in verse nine) are all launched from the foundation of covetousness.  

 The results of having thoughts and desires that come from such things were two-fold.  

The first is that we incurred the displeasure and resistance (wrath) of God.  The second thing is 

that we behaved in inappropriate ways such as having anger and ill feeling toward others.  We 

also know that such an attitude produces abusive language and falsehoods in our conversations 

with others.  All these things characterize or are stereotypes of those who are “of the world.”   

 Since we are “dead” to the world and the influence of the world is dead to us, then our 

thoughts, words and actions should characterize the “new man” that we are in Christ.  It is 

important to remember that this is a process and that we are undergoing a renewal 

(reprogramming) of our thoughts which will result in different speech and behavior.   

 One of the changes in our way of thinking is that differences such as race, nationality, 

wealth, politics, and similar things are not to be areas that divide us into categories that produce 

separation.  The only thing that matters for the new man is where people stand with regard to 

Jesus and their relationship to Him.   

 

Put On – 3:12-17 
12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 

anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect 



bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be 

thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 

with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in 

word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.  Colossians 3:12-

17 (NASB95) 

 These characteristics are a picture of Jesus!  If Christ is “living out” through us, then our 

lives will show his character.  When we consider that we are indeed the children of God, that we 

are set apart (holy), and that God loves us, then we find joy in these expression of Christ in our 

lives. 

 We can consider the life of Christ while He was on the earth and see how these 

expressions should manifest themselves in our lives.   

Compassion: Jesus showed that He could be touched by the needs of people but did not give the 

impression that he was just “an old softie.”  He was firm, but not harsh.  

Kindness: Not only was Jesus touched by people’s needs, He also acted to help those in need. 

Humility: Though Jesus is God, yet He did not allow His position to interfere with reaching out 

(and down) to anyone with needs.  This is seen in our attitude toward ourselves in light of the 

glory that has been revealed in Jesus Christ. 

Gentleness: This word is also translated as meekness.  It is a quality of strength that is controlled 

and restrained.  This is seen in our attitude toward others, seeing them as worthwhile and 

important to God. 

Patience: Keeping on until the job is completed was certainly demonstrated by Jesus.  We should 

not stop until we can say “It is finished.”   

Forbearance and Forgiveness:  These are the marks of maturity.  They are needed to deal with 

the trials of life and the faults and frailties of others.  We see these demonstrated in the life of 

Jesus when He did NOT call ten thousand angels to prevent the crucifixion and when He said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Love: Self-sacrificing love (agape) is the top coat of our clothing.  After all the pieces of spiritual 

clothing have been put on, we to then put on the cape of love which covers it all. 

 When Christ Jesus is our life, then the life we live in the flesh will manifest the character 

of Jesus.  We will show unselfish love, mercy -- the "fruit of the Spirit."  When Christ is our life, 

we will be forgiving of others even as God (for Christ's sake) has forgiven us.  When Christ is 

our life, then we will have the peace that comes from knowing that we are in right relationship 

and fellowship with God.  When Christ is our life, then our words will agree with His words 

since He will be speaking through us.  And whatever we do, whether in word, thought, or deed 

we will find that it is not our way but God's way that is happening in us and it is not something 

that we are "struggling" to make happen.  It will happen naturally (actually supernaturally) as a 

result of who we are in Christ. 

 It is said that the "good" is the enemy of the "better" and that the "better" is the enemy of 

the "best."  Having a successful person as a role-model may be "good."  Having Christ Jesus as 

our role-model may be "better."  But having Jesus as our life is by far the “best” and is the only 

thing that will count in eternity. 


