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CHOOSING GOD'S WISDOM

I don't know how many times I have worked on problems, either at work or at home, and
after studying the situation for a while and looking at the symptoms, come to a decision of how to
fix the problem and then discover that I was taking the wrong approach.  Have you ever done that?
It can be frustrating when you have to start over and it can be infuriating if you spent a lot of money
on the wrong solution.  When I was in high school, I was mowing our lawn and the blade hit a piece
of metal which stopped the engine.  When I tried to start it back, there was a "clunk, clunk, clunk"
sound but it would not start.  I was sure that I had bent the shaft and bought a new shaft.  I replaced
the shaft (which was no small task) and when I tried to crank the engine, it went (you guessed it)
"clunk, clunk, clunk."  It turned out that the bolts that attached the blade to the yoke had been loosen
when it hit the metal.  All I ever needed to do was to tighten the bolts.  It is one thing to miss the
mark in trying to fix the lawnmower or the washer and dryer, it is quite another thing if the realm in
which we are working has to do with spiritual life.  We don't want to come to Judgement Day and
find that we implemented the wrong solution to the problem of being lost or separated from God.
Paul addressed this possibility of trying to implement the wrong solution to the salvation issue in his
letter to the Church at Corinth. 

I CORINTHIANS 1:18-21There are many philosophies in the world that address the
question of how do we live and how do we prepare for eternity.  The major religions of the world
address these specific issues.  Even atheists address the question of eternity by denying that it is there.

Mankind in his lostness wants to live by his wits, to figure it out for himself, to come up with
his own solution.  In the natural, physical world, we get what we work for.  Therefore, it would
logically follow that to accomplish union with God, we must work for it.  This leads to self-
improvement programs where we get better by degrees.  The humanist teach that through our efforts
to educate people that mankind will progress and get better and better.  Education is good and it
makes us more knowledgeable but it does not make us more righteous.  Some religions have different
levels to which the followers try to attain, going up higher and higher.  Some of the Eastern religions
see a progression to higher and higher levels by living good lives and eventually becoming totally
good.  These are all themes that are captured in the story of the Tower of Babel where people were
going to build a structure that would go higher and higher until they reached God.  Even the Jews
had developed a system that stressed the "keeping of the law" as a means of pleasing God.  These
were the philosophies that the early Church encountered as they took out a different message.

The message of God through the Church was that you don't have to earn "right standing" with
God, in fact, you can't!  This message was completely counter to what people had seen in the natural
realm and what they had been taught all their lives.  To them it was foolishness.  The explanation of
what God had done in Christ by His death on the cross (the preaching of the cross) did not fit the
prevailing paradigm this was more radical than trying to convince people that the world was round
when everyone "knew" and could "see" it was flat.  

Into a world that was convinced that we had to earn every-thing, God came to tell us of an
un-selfish love that did not need to be earned.  Into a world that was en-slaved to sin and doomed by
the penalty of sin, God came to "buy" us out of that slavery.  Just as a slave had no money to buy his
own freedom, we had no power in ourselves (good works, keeping the law, etc.) to break the bond
of slavery to sin.  The price He paid was His own shed blood -- this is the work of the cross.  Radical,
redeeming love just did not compute in a world of "looking out for number one."  

I CORINTHIANS 1:22-25  The Jews were a very practical minded people who did not see
a lot of sense in intellectual debates about various philosophies, but wanted to see some proof.  When
they escaped from Egypt, the sea parted, there was a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day
to guide them, and God feed them with manna from heaven.  That was practical evidence or a sign
and yet they still refused to fully trust God.  The Greeks (Gentiles) tended to intellectual discussions
using the logic of the day to debate the merits of various philosophies.  Along comes this story that
God came to earth as a little baby, grew up and lived a sinless life, was falsely condemned and
sentenced to die on a Roman cross, was buried, rose from the dead and ascending into heaven was



more than they could believe.
The Jews already had their mind made up about the Messiah.  He was going to be a political

and military person that would free them from domination by the Romans.  They believed that anyone
who was "hanged on a tree" was accursed and they "stumbled" over the idea that this Jesus who was
crucified could be God's Messiah.  It did not fit their wisdom.  To the Greek mind, the idea of "grace"
which is the unmerited favor of God did not make any sense.  In other words, it was foolishness.  On
the other hand, for those that are not locked into cultural paradigms and are open to learn, they can
see a higher wisdom in what God did.  They can see that what the world thought was foolishness is
really superior wisdom.  They can see that the death of Christ on the cross (which appears to be
weakness and defeat) was actually the very means by which Satan's bond on the world was broken.

I CORINTHIANS 1:26-31  Paul appealed to the people of Corinth to look at their own
situation as proof of what he was saying.  These Christians were just ordinary normal people, they
were not the intelligentsia and yet they could see what God had done.  The great philosophers of that
day were confounded by the message of the cross.  These Christians of Corinth were not the rich and
powerful of their region and yet they were participating in the riches of God's grace.  They were not
the cream of the society and yet God did not reject them.  God's salvation in Christ is not just for the
super smart, the rich, the powerful, and/or the highly moral but is for everyone.  To those that believe,
Christ becomes our wisdom, our richness, our power, and our righteousness.  It is by nothing that
we do, but by everything that He has done.  Therefore, the credit and the glory belong to Him.


