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SPEAKING SPIRITUAL TRUTH

With the growth and influence of the Japanese economy during the past 20 years, many have
studied that culture to see if there might be some clue to their success.  Differences have been noted
such as more of a teamwork atmosphere rather than emphasis on individualism as we might find in
our country.  This approach is evident in many Chinese also.  They put a lot of energy goes into
building consensus when dealing with people.  As a result of this cultural bent, those native to the Far
East will not approach a subject directly.  In fact, they find the American approach of being direct and
to the point very rude and impolite.  They would get to the core of an apple by paring away
successive layers of the apple while we would slice through the middle.

Most of us would say we favor a direct approach to life.  I have had people say, "If you want
to tell me something, then just tell me."  That is not always easy.  Many times our friends will be
reluctant to tell us about something ouself that annoys them.  They will talk all around the subject
hoping we will discover the truth of the matter.  That is not a bad approach.  However, there are
potential problems in being indirect.  Sometimes those to whom we are talking will tend to
concentrate more on the peripheral issues and argue about them rather than getting to the core of the
matter.  There are definitely times when we do not want to use an indirect approach.  In times of
emergencies, we have to be direct.  If the building is on fire, we do not start telling people about it
by saying something as "Have you notice how warm it's getting in here?"  Instead, you say something
like, "FIRE!!"

The Apostle Paul had many occasions to share the truth of the gospel message with people
of different backgrounds.  When he was in Athens, he attempted to use an oblique approach to appeal
to their philosophical minds and let them discover the truths of the gospel.  In the process, the Greeks
tended to concentrate on and argue about things other than the central message Paul was trying to
get across.  He learned that when dealing with the Greek (or western) mind, that direct is better.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-5  Paul had learn his lesson with the Athenians well.  His approach
to the people of Corinth had been direct and to the point.  Many times we fail to share the good news
of the gospel with others because we think it takes a lot of persuasive speech and a deep
understanding of the Bible to do so.  If we think this way, then we are relying on our own strength
rather than depending on God.  All we really need is the basic story and a willingness to share it with
others.

A well-polished speech may be entertaining, a catchy turn of a phrase may tickle our intellect,
and a creative monologue may provide some variety; but, if these are not replete with the truth of the
gospel and delivered in the power of the Holy Spirit, then they do nothing to change the lives of
people.  As Paul told the Thessalonians "our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with
power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction."

The heart of the gospel, indeed, the center point of all history is the Cross of Jesus Christ.
This is the core, the central truth that we cannot afford to miss.  Paul found when he concentrated
simply on the Gospel message rather than on his learned background, the Holy Spirit confirmed the
message with signs and wonders.  Later on in this letter to the church at Corinth, Paul listed the
power gifts of the Holy Spirit that are distributed to believers.  We can be sure that the
"demonstration of the Spirit's power" to which Paul referred was the manifestation of gifts such as
faith, prophecy, miracles, discerning of spirits, healing, wisdom, knowledge, tongues and
interpretation of tongues.  When these gifts were in operation, the people did not wonder if they were
being sold something by a clever salesman.  They were convinced that the God preached to them by
Paul was very real.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-8  There was "wisdom" in the message Paul proclaimed.  However,
it was not worldly wisdom, but Godly wisdom.  Worldly wisdom tells us to look out for ourselves
because that is the way to get ahead.  Worldly wisdom tells us to "get all we can and can all we get."
It teaches us that happiness is in money and material things.  It instructs us that success and fame and
wealth and power over others are closely related.  The wisdom of God would cause us to realize that
only the eternal matters.  Godly wisdom teaches us that the greatest is the one who serves the most.



It shows us the blessedness of giving rather than receiving.  Godly wisdom realizes the ultimate
victory of sacrificial love.

Obviously, the world into which Jesus came failed to comprehend this kind of wisdom since
the leaders rejected the One Who was the Wisdom of God.  

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-14  In the fall of mankind and the separation caused by sin, man lived
by his wits rather than communing with God.  As a results we developed our own type of wisdom
that grew out of our soulish nature.  This was a direct result of having chosen to eat of the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Having been cut off from our spiritual Source (that is,
God) we lost our spiritual sight and insight.  In a word, mankind was spiritually dead.  In our
"lostness" we could not imagine that God could love us enough to send His Son to die for us.  It just
did not compute!

With our acceptance of the redemption of our souls purchased by the Blood of Jesus by His
death on the cross, we become alive in our once-dead spirits.  That is, we are "born again" of the
Spirit of God.  This new life in our spirits enables us to communicate with God -- Spirit to spirit.
Spiritual truths, from which we had been cut off, are now revealed to us.  In fact, we discover that
all truth is revealed truth and we know truth from the "inside out" rather than by reading or listening
to what others say.  The things we learn about this revealed truth simply helps us to understand and
perhaps explain the truth that we "know" within our spirits.

In verse 14, Paul wrote about the necessity of being spiritually alive.  "The man without the
Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him,
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned."  There is no way for the
unsaved to understand spiritual truth.  Just as a blind person cannot understand information that is
made up of patterns of light and just as a deaf person cannot understand information that is made of
various frequencies of sound waves, the spiritually dead cannot comprehend spiritual truth.  

It is an exercise in futility to teach the deeper things of God to the unregenerate.  Such a
person is interested only in arguing about various things about which no one knows the answer.
When we encounter such a person, it is best to back up to settle the question of whether the person
has accepted the substitutionary death of Jesus for himself and has been born again.  Without that
issue being settled, all our coaxing and talking is a waste.  After such a person is born again of the
Spirit of God, then the Spirit will do the teaching and progress (spiritual growth) can take place. 


