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RESISTING TEMPTATION

We are living in the Age of the Cop-Out.  Sociologist and psychologists have invented a
myriad of excuses as to why people do not behave properly.  The reasons range from poor potty
training  to heredity.  We have heard the term "black rage" given to violence coming from pent-up
anger caused by perceived repeated racial injustices.  We've heard about multiple personalities being
responsible for crimes being committed.  Some have claimed they heard voices telling them to carry
out some heinous act.  In the 1970s there was a comedian named Flip Wilson who portrayed a
character he called Geraldine and her favorite cop-out was "the devil made me do it."  We all look
for excuses for not doing "the right thing."

I believe there are some causative relationships of these influences to the actions people take.
In the physical sciences, Sir Isaac Newton noted "for every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction."  While things are not so "clear cut" in the world of our psyche, every experience we have
will influence the way we react to others and to the world around us.  One distinguishing
characteristic of our humanity should be how we react to these stimuli.  We are able to choose how
we will respond.  If we go outside on a windy day, the velocity of the flowing air will create a force
against our body.  Unless we take some counteractive measures (such as leaning into the wind or
simply changing our muscle tension), then we will fall over.  In life, the forces of all our past
experiences, our heredity, and temptations from the devil push on us and we can either "go with the
flow" or stand up against it.  This is called "resisting temptation."

There are those who profess the name of Christ who believe (or act as if they believe) it is OK
to do anything and everything because they know God will forgive them.  In Psalms 19:13 David
prayed, "Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous [sins]; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression."  Much of what is passed
off as "faith" is nothing more than presumption.  This practice is not new, it has been around for
millennia.  Look at what Paul told the Church at Corinth about the Children of Israel in the
Wilderness.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5  We need to keep in mind that those things experienced by the
nation of Israel are physical "types" of spiritual reality.  They are given to us to teach us spiritual
truth.  Paul pointed to deliverance from Egypt as a "type" of our salvation experience.  Passing
through the "parted sea" and under the cloud are types of water baptism and baptism in the Holy
Spirit.  The manna they received is a "type" of the spiritual nourishment we received from the Word.
The water they drank from the Rock was a "type" of the spiritual refreshment that comes as we are
filled with God's Spirit.  Paul cautioned them and us to not overlook the fact that, in spite of all of
these necessary experiences having happened to them, God was not pleased with most of them.  As
a result they died in the wilderness and did not enter the Promised Land.  We should read this and
contemplate the implications with fear and trembling.  We cannot afford to presume upon God.
"Only Believe" if it does not lead to obedience will not get the job done.  Walking down the aisle,
saying all the right words, attending all the meeting, working on all the committees, and giving money
to support all the programs will never replace the necessity for obeying all His commandments.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:6-10  Paul clearly states that this history is preserved for us so that
we may learn from what they did.  The error:  they set their hearts on evil things.  In his letter to
church at Colosse, Paul told them "Set your affection on things above, not on things of the earth."
The specifics of idolatry, sexual immorality, testing God, and grumbling are still around.  We are too
sophisticated today to call idolatry what it is.  We just have a lot of "priorities" that are more
important than God.  We still call sexual immorality by the same name, we just are more accepting
of its practice than God is.  We don't even recognize what the phrase "testing God" is about.  We tell
a fib and get away with it.  We use curse words and no penalty is exacted.  We cheat on this or that
and break the rules and we don't get caught.  The little things turn into bigger things because we keep
trying to determine "the limits" of what we can get away with.  What we fail to realized is that we are
not "getting away" with anything.  God is not asleep.  Just because judgement did not occur



immediately, does not mean we have avoided judgement.  This is what "testing God" is all about.  We
can look at His judgements in history and discover how He views idolatry, sexual immorality,
grumbling (being ungrateful), and being tested.  We can learn from these experiences of others and
not have to learn "the hard way." 

I remember my parents teaching me by pointing out  mistakes of others and consequences of
the mistakes.  This can be a very effective teaching method.  There are many examples in the Bible
of punishment sent by God on the errant.  If we want to know about how He has reacted and will
react to homosexuality, then we only need look at the account of Sodom and Gomorrah.  If we wish
to know how He views ungratefulness and continual grumbling, then we can read the account of the
earth opening up and swallowing Korah, Dothan, Abiram, their families and their tents as recorded
in Numbers 16.  We can learn how God views and would judge those who would appears to be more
pious and righteous than they are if we recall Ananias and Sapphira who fell down dead at the feet
of Simon Peter.  God does not render His judgements in time repeatedly each time someone willfully
sins.  However, He has given more than adequate evidence of His attitude toward such sins.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:11-12  You've heard the phrase "make an example of someone."  We
have known teachers who did this.  Employers and judges will do this very thing.  This is exactly what
God did with these people whom Paul has just referenced.  Why would "authorities" make an
example of someone?  First of all, the punished is apparently deserved.  Next, by delivering the
consequences for all to see, then others can be instructed to NOT make the same mistake.  When we
consider all the examples from which we can learn, then we should be able to avoid a lot grief in life
by just learning from the mistakes of other.

We still need to be very careful and seek God's guidance in all we do even though we can
learn from what has gone before us.  There is a danger we can become "puffed up" in our knowledge
of these morality issues.  When that happens, then some "new" thing will come along and trip us up.
We need to be constantly on guard.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13  There are no special circumstances.  Testings and temptations that
come our way may not be exactly the same things that test our friends and neighbors.  The enticement
and the urges you and I feel are similar to what others experience.  If the temptation is there, then you
can rest assured that there is also a choice involved in the matter.  The way out is to walk away from
the situation.  No, not to just walk away, but to RUN away from it.  In the very next verse Paul tells
us "Therefore, my dear friends, flee ..."


