
CELEBRATING OUR FAITH

All of us have seen situations where something good was happening -- maybe a wedding, or
a service recognition celebration, or maybe even an anniversary -- and someone would create a
problem that would detract from the purpose of the celebration.  You hear about these things or
maybe read about them in "Dear Abby" or perhaps have even experienced such yourself.  Usually,
the problem stems from people that are thinking mainly about themselves and have disregard others.
This sort of behavior is childish and really marks the people that get involved in such as selfish and
immature.  This is opposite of the type of behavior that we have been taught as being exemplary of
Christians.  It is not what we would have expected from Jesus and it is not what He expects from us.

Paul ran into this kind of petty behavior in the church at Corinth.  The church would come
together to celebrate the Lord's Supper and instead of it being an uplifting experience for everyone,
it turned into a situation where various individuals or groups would try to show off their wealth or
would act in a greedy manner.  

I CORINTHIANS 11:17-22  It is really bad when a person does something wrong and thinks
that it is the right thing to do.  You have known people who were proud of bad behavior.  We see
this among non-Christians all the time.  Someone may take pride in being able to drink more alcoholic
beverages than someone else, others take pride in having the best (worst) dirty jokes.  We see certain
elements of our population that appear to take pride in having every junk car that they have worn out
parked in their front yard.  Some folks at Corinth took a certain pride in the fact that they didn't
associate with other elements in the church.  They thought that this was the right thing to do.  They
felt good about the fact that they had better food to eat than some of the poorer folks and they
enjoyed eating it in the presence of those that didn't have as much.  This behavior worked to cause
disunity in the church and resulted in harm rather than good. 

Paul had already heard about the divisions and he had no reason to doubt that it was taking
place.  After all, if they weren't practicing this kind of discrimination, then how would people know
who the "in" group was.  Have you ever noticed that churches tend to have "in" groups.  Some
groups are more "in" than others.  There is a certain amount of pride that goes with that.  According
to what Paul is saying, you don't get any commendation from God for being in the "in" crowd.  This
division was affecting the Lord's Supper celebration in the church.  This celebration was supposed
to remind people of the selfless sacrifice that Jesus made and to bring the church into unity; however,
the divisions were so strong that the good that the Lord's Supper celebration was supposed to have
was not being accomplished.  

The original Lord's Supper, was carried out at the end of a larger meal that celebrated the
Passover.  This practice was probably being carried out at Corinth in that the Lord's Supper was being
conducted after an evening meal in which the church came together to eat.  The meal before the
Lord's Supper was becoming the focal point of the meeting and the members were missing the reason
for getting together.  Paul then reminded them of the purpose of the Lord's Supper.

I CORINTHIANS 11:23-26  You have to wonder how anyone could turn such a noble
experience as this into a means to hurt other people.  The symbolism of the broken body and the shed
blood should remind each one of how much God loves us and what a great sacrifice He made in our
behalf.  Not only is this ordinance to remind us of God's love it is also to call us to follow His example
of self-sacrificing love.  The fact that Jesus asked His disciples to eat the bread and drink from the
cup symbolized that they were to be participants not only in the benefit of His sacrifice but also in



following His example.
It was obvious to Paul that the Christians at Corinth were not carrying out the celebration in

"remembrance of what Jesus had done" but were using it as a means to help their own selfish
interests.  

I CORINTHIANS 11:27-29  There are a few passages in the Scriptures that are solemn
warnings and this is one of those.  It has often been pointed out that none of us are worthy to partake
of the Lord's Supper since we have nothing with which to commend ourselves to God.  Our
worthiness comes only from the fact that we are in Christ.  To partake of the Lord's Supper in an
unworthy manner is the concern that Paul is addressing.  The purpose of the ordinance is for us to
remember what Jesus did for us in establishing a New Covenant by giving Himself to be broken and
His blood to be shed.  If we use the occasion for other purposes, then that would be an unworthy
manner.  

The celebration of the Lord's Supper ought to be a time of closely examining ourselves as to
our motives and actions.  Sometimes we tend to drift away from what God would have us do.  We
get caught up in the routine and forget that we are on mission for the King of kings.  We can also
drift back into selfish ways and forget that Christ died to deliver us from domination by our selfish
nature.  

Part of the warning that Paul expressed concerned the consequences of not properly
recognizing the Body of Christ.  This can have two aspects. The failure to recognize the Body of
Christ could occur in the partaking of the elements of the Lord's Supper or it could be referring to
a failure to recognize that some other members of the church are members of Christ's Body regardless
of their station in life.  The damnation or judgement that Paul mentions is related to physical sickness
and death rather than eternal judgement and damnation.  Many modern Christians have a lot of
trouble believing that sin in a person's life can result in physical sickness.  This does not mean that all
sickness is directly attributable to sin; however, sin can cause physical illness.

Whatever we do in life should be done in recognition of the Lordship of Jesus.  Whether it
is partaking of the Lord's Supper or going to the store to buy groceries we should be aware of the
fact that He is Lord of all of our life.  The only way that we can accept the salvation that He offers
is to accept His claim to be Lord of all.  He paid the price for that salvation by the things that the
Lord's Supper symbolized.  Since that act of His dying on the cross for our sins is the most important
event in the history of the world, then we ought to hold everything associated with it in highest
reverence and awe.


