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GROWING THROUGH WORSHIP

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.  (Gen 1:1-2)  The Bible tells us that chaos came before order.  It doesn't say that chaos was
bad, it was just there.  We are beginning to discover that chaos can be very useful.  All our lives we
have been taught to "color within the lines."  We have been taught that "grass is green and the sky
is blue."  We are also taught that everything has a place and everything should be in its place.  If we
are devoted to these principles, then we never discover anything beyond what is already there.  People
are learning that creative solutions to problems come from allowing some chaos and looking at things
from a different perspective.  According to the first two verses of Genesis, God used the chaos in His
creative process.  The secret was that in the beginning, the earth yielded itself to the influence of the
Spirit of God.

In the early church, new things were happening.  Often there was chaos in the congregation.
The first evangelistic crusade held in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost started out rather chaotic.
The Spirit of God stirred things up, people began to see and hear things quite differently and 3000
people yielded themselves to the creative power of the Spirit and a new heart was created in them.
They were born again of the Spirit.  Chaotic?  Yes, but God quickly turned the chaos into creativity.
Throughout the history of the church, the influence of the Holy Spirit in church groups initially caused
a shaking up and then a settling down into a whole new arrangement.  God can use the shaking up
to get our attention so that we can focus on what He is doing and be in tune with His agenda because
we are now listening to what God is saying.

Our typical approach to doing the work of the Kingdom of God is to organize ourselves into
committees and follow all the rules of parliamentary procedure.  We have a place for everything and
everything had better be in its place.  In other words, we are more comfortable with "coloring within
the lines."  The problem with that approach is that we often miss the opportunity to commune with
God on a spirit to Spirit basis.  In other words, we miss out on worship!  We are not comfortable
with any chaos in the "order of worship."  It just occurred to me that "order of worship" is perhaps
the greatest oxymoron in the cosmos.  Do you think that worship in heaven is going to be orderly?
Listen to what John heard and saw in the Revelation:  Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
"Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!"  Then I heard what
sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder,
shouting:  "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  (Rev 19:5-6)  It was a roar, it was loud,
it involved shouting!

In the early church, they experienced disorder in their worship times.  There were
manifestations of the Spirit.  There were miracles happening.  People were healed.  Words of
prophecy came forth from ordinary church members.  Some spoke in languages they did not
understand.  Sounds rather chaotic.  It was OK.  All these things were the building blocks that the
Holy Spirit was using to build the church.

Problems arose in the early church because of their immaturity and failure to yield themselves
to the work of the Holy Spirit to bring order out of the chaos.  Part of the problem grew out of their
fascination with glossolalia or speaking in tongues and their misuse of this spiritual gift.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:20-25  Paul had chided the church at Corinth about being like
children.  There is a time to be child-like and a time to exercise adulthood.  We can learn from
children about innocence.  We can learn from their child-like faith and their refusal to hold grudges.
When it come to understanding the word of God and interpreting it for our lives, then we need to not
be naive.  The Corinthians had found a verse from Isaiah's writings that pointed to the fact that God
would use the Gentiles to carry the message of salvation and they trying to make it mean that
"tongues" were a sign to be used in the presence of unbelievers as a way to evangelize.  They further
argued that prophecy was only useful for those already in the body of Christ.

Paul poked holes in this misinterpretation.  It was obvious to Paul that a non-believer would
think the church was made up of insane people if he came in and all were speaking in tongues.  On
the other hand, if the church members were prophesying, then the non-believer would be brought
under conviction because of the words of the prophets.  He would hear things that he knew to be true



about himself and he would know that he was in the presence of God.  Not only would he know he
was in the presence of God, he would be a witness to others that God was there.  You recall that the
"woman at the well" was so impressed that Jesus told her all about herself she told everyone in the
village to come out and met Him.  If people sense that God is really in our church, then they will
invite others.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:26-28  Coming from the worship experience God would have us move
toward growth or building up the church.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, each member may
have something to share with the others.  It may be a spiritual song, a word of teaching, it may even
be a message to the church in an unknown tongue or an interpretation of such a message.  The earth
did not stay formless, empty, and dark.  God took the chaos and created something.  Paul urged the
Corinthian Christians to let these spiritual gifts be used in such a way that the body of Christ is built
up.  Whether it is sharing a song, insight into a doctrinal issue, or a message in "tongues," do it in
such a way as to avoid confusion.  He spoke specifically about "tongues."   If there is no one to
interpret, then Paul's advice was to not speak aloud.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:29-33  Paul had already instructed the Corinthians about the
importance of prophecy.  The same cautions would need to be heeded with exercising the gift of
prophecy as with speaking in tongue.  The prophets would speak one at a time.  Others would be
allowed to speak as they were inspired and the first speaker would allow that to happen.  Each of us
should have something to share that will help someone else.  The way we conduct our "church
services" today, it is rare that we learn from each other.  We fear that the situation may get out of
control and we tend to avoid letting people give a word from God to the church.  This should not
stop us from sharing insights with our friends and family in other settings.  Sunday school classes
should be places where people would feel free to share spiritual insights with each other.  Wherever
it is done, the results should be to strengthen the church.  Any type of behavior in our lives that brings
confusion and doesn't move us from chaos to creativity should be questioned.

Just as in the Creation there was a time for chaos and a time for order.  So it is in our worship.
The touch of the Spirit should re-arrange us.  We should expect God to be in control of our worship
times.  This requires that we yield ourselves to His creative influence as He produces in us spiritual
growth that comes out of the worship experience.  As we yield, then God can put us in His order and
we then become what He wants us to be rather than what we want ourselves to be.


