
MOTIVATED BY CHRIST'S LOVE
At the same time, we are apprehensive of the unknown and fascinated by new things.  We are

a little cautious about moving to a new town or taking a new job but we get excited about a new car
or a new suit.  How do people face the situation of a new life?  Isn't this exactly what Christianity is
all about -- a new life?  There are not many situations in the secular world that involves getting a new
life.  Sometimes major surgery can correct a significant medical problem and people get what they
call a "new lease on life."  It is still the same life they had before.  The closest thing that comes to
mind is what happens to a person who gets into the federal "witness protection program."  In this
program a person is given a new name, a new identity, moved to a new location and all associations
with the past are cut off.  It is just as if the former person died and a new person suddenly appeared.
The question of facing a new life situation is real and many people in those programs find it very
difficult to adjust their lifestyle to their new life.

Adjusting lifestyle to a new life is the essence of growing and maturing as a Christian.
Everyone of us has things that motivate us.  We are compelled to action or inaction by knowing
certain things.  These motivating and compelling factors will determine the priorities in our lives.
When setting priorities we do well to think about how we want the end result of life to work out.
In fact, we need to project beyond life as we know it now to life in the eternal realm.  Paul brought
this consideration to the mind of the Corinthians when he reminded them of the Judgement.  One of
our goals should be to please God in everything we do because  we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the
body, whether good or bad.

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and
I hope it is also plain to your conscience.  We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving
you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than
in what is in the heart.  If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is
for you.  For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again.  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  2 COR 5:11-16  
Being armed (or burdened) with the knowledge of the surety of the Judgement of God for all

mankind, Paul was motivated to put the love he had for others into action.  Persuading people that
repentance and belief on the Lord Jesus is the only hope any of us has in the day of judgement was
a priority in Paul's life and should be in the life of every Christian.

Paul knew people would be skeptical of others trying to persuade them to do anything.  We
are so accustomed to people operating from "hidden agendas" that it is natural for us to be wary of
others.  Paul had a hope that the people with whom he was dealing could see that his actions were
motivated by love.  The church in the First Century was being confused by false teachers who were
able to "put on a good show" but had no foundation in truth.  Their motives were for their own
personal gain and fame.  Paul had hoped to give the Christians some ammunition with which to
answer the challenges put forth by the false teachers who were all facade and no substance.

It is likely that Paul was accused of being crazy because of his beliefs that he taught.  It may
be that some thought he was out of his mind when he spoke in tongues or prayed for long periods
of time.  Some thought him to be irrational because he believed in the Virgin Birth, the Resurrection
of Christ and the Second Coming of Jesus.  At other times he was a powerful logician in presenting
irrefutable logical arguments regarding God's Plan of Salvation.  He had a spiritual side which defied
human logic and a soulical* side that revealed a brilliant mind, controlled emotions and determined
will.  Paul knew he must relate to God from his spiritual nature (even though the unsaved would not
understand) and that he had to relate to people from the rational side of his being.

Paul knew and taught the reality of a "new life in Christ."  If we are "in Christ" and Christ died
for all, then we are also dead to the things of this world.  Our new life finds its focus (imprinting) in
the One Who is the Source of the new life.  When we see other people, we should not be seeing them
only as human beings but as also as souls for whom Christ died to save.  We must view others from
the threshold of eternity.  Our every action should be motivated by the love that God placed in our



hearts when He saved us.  Just as our opinion about Jesus changed from seeing him as "a great
teacher and historical figure" to that of His being the "sinless Son of God, the Savior of the world and
Lord of ALL," so also our outlook on the world and people must change.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 2 COR 5:17  
If there has never been a time in your life in which you can say, "I am now a new person, in Christ,"
then you have some serious business you need to conduct with God.  If there is any concept in the
Scripture that should be interpreted literally, this is absolutely one that should.  Notice what the
Scripture says:  It is NOT "as if" he is a new creature; it is "he IS" a new creature.  Everyone who
is "in Christ" has been begotten of God the Father.  Jesus was the uniquely begotten of the Father but
listen to what Peter tells us:

Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).

When we have become new, then everything we experience is new to us.  All things are new.  Every
life experience takes on new meaning.  We realize that we are a child of God and that nothing can get
through God's protective love to us unless it is for our good.  We will not necessarily understand nor
see the good that God intends, but we can KNOW it by faith IF we trust in His word that tells us
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to [his] purpose." (Rom 8:28)  Notice Paul's use of the phrase "all things" in both
passages.

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made him who
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  2 COR 5:18-21  
Notice also the continuation of the use of "all things."  All things are new, all things work

together for our good, and all things are of God.  The Source for our new life is God.  It is He who
took the initiative and provided a means for us to be restored to Himself.  That restoration was a
result of the atoning work of Jesus Christ.  Now that we have been restored to a right relationship
with God (reconciled), we are to be about the business of leading others to discover this same
restoration.  Sin had caused a separation and loss of fellowship between man and God.  Only God
could bridge the chasm of this separation.  Man's part is to simply turn to God (repent) and believe
the promises that God has given.  When we believe God, then God counts (imputes) that as
righteousness.  The other possibility is that we do not believe what God has said and then we will
have our trespasses imputed to us.

As God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, Christ is in us reconciling the world
to Himself.  We are agents or ambassadors for Christ to share His invitation to all the world to come
to Him and be saved.

The magnitude and quality of God's love is seen in that a Holy God became sin (took on our
sin) so we might become holy (take on His righteousness) in Him.  Our confession should be "I AM
the righteousness of God in Christ, I AM a new creation in Him."  Our actions toward others should
then reflect who we ARE in Him.  The sobering truth is that our lifestyle (actions) WILL reflect who
we ARE in Him.  

_________________
*The term soulical is a contrived word that relates to the legitimate functions of our souls - intellect, emotion and will.
This term is used instead of the term “soulish” which tends to be associated with our carnal nature.  For more on this
distinction see The Spiritual Man by Watchman Nee.  


