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HOW THE BODY OF CHRIST IS FORMED
Ever since the fall of man because sin entered the world, man has lived by his wits.

Consequently, he had developed a strong soulish character to the exclusion of spiritual development.
As a result of “living by one’s wits” people tend to have an independent, self-sufficient nature.  This
nature finds its fullest expression in rebellion against God.  It also expresses itself to a lesser degree
in many activities considered to be “good.”  This “good” side of man’s nature finds expression in
many religious activities.  A person who is living by his own wits and desires to do what is good will
do things such as the Pharisees did.  They will have a lists of “do’s and don’t’s” a mile long, and IF
they can keep each of these, they believe they will be pleasing to God and everything will be OK.

We see this practice today in our churches.  We have many programs and activities that create
the impression of much “busyness,” but when we look to see what results from this, the conclusion
is “nothing.”  We have not yet been fully delivered from a tendency to do things in our own strength
rather than let God work through us.  Operating in this manner is not necessary (nor desirable) once
we have come to God and have become a member of the Body of Christ.  Before we were saved, we
did not have a choice regarding how we function because we were not capable of doing any
differently.  Our incapability was a result of being spiritually dead.  

EPHESIANS 2:1-10 The result of sin is death -- spiritual death.  However, now, those who
have come to God through Christ Jesus have been made alive.  Paul uses the term “quickened.”  This
is a description of the “new birth” that Jesus discussed with Nicodemus.  Without the “aliveness” that
comes from the Spirit of God dwelling within us we have no source of strength other than what we
can generate within ourselves and that, more than likely, is driven by pride and selfish interest.  This
is the driving force behind most what is happening in the world today.  When Paul said these used to
“walk according to the prince of the power of the air,” he was saying that pride and self-interest are
the nature of the devil.  This nature wants its own ways and thinks its own ideas are the best.  The
“ban news” is that this nature brings the wrath of God.  The “good news” is that He provided a way
of escape from the hopelessness of our lostness.  Paul said “God is rich in mercy and has great love
for us.”

The expression of the great love God has for people is in the giving of life even when we were
dead and could not do anything to earn it.  This love is further shown in the fellowship we have with
Jesus and in our participation in determining what happen in this present world.  You have heard
“prayer changes things.”  The exciting thing is that we haven’t seen how great it will be in the age to
come.  At that time we will see the “exceeding riches of His grace.”

It is by GRACE we have anything, material or spiritual.  In our “deadness” we were without
any power to make ourselves alive and without power to do the will of God.  Therefore, we could
not do anything that would make us worth to deserve salvation.  Now that we have been saved, we
have access to His strength and power and can do all things through Him and nothing without Him.
God expects us to use that power He supplies to do the work of the Kingdom of God.  Before we
were saved, we did the work of the world system using our wits and selfishly driven energies.  It is
quite reasonable that we would now apply the new strengths toward the purposes of the One Who
supplies that power.  God already has a plan developed and it is our responsibility to fit ourselves into
that plan.  We are not asked to work out our own plan and then ask God to bless it.  If we work
according to His plan, then He will automatically bless it!

When Paul wrote this letter, many had concerns regarding the status of the Jews versus that



of the Gentiles.  The question seems to have been this: Is there a difference between a saved Jew and
a saved Gentile?  The Jews, throughout their history, had been closer to God and the Gentiles did not
have the benefit of God dealing directly with them.  Therefore, it is a legitimate question.  Part of
Paul’s response to this question is answered in the fact that salvation is not a result of keeping the
law.  The law was the primary advantage the Jews had.  

EPHESIANS 2:11-16   Another part of the answer regarding possible differences of saved
Jews versus saved Gentiles was addressed by Paul in his consideration of the two separations that
were there in past times.  One separation was that between God and humanity.  The Gentiles may
have been farther away than the Jews, but both were “far away” from God.  Regardless of the extent
of the distance, all have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  The other separation was between
Jew and Gentile.  The distinction of the Jews was the law, specifically all the ordinances.  Since these
ordinances have been abolished in Christ Jesus, nothing remains to separate those who are in Christ.
The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has been accepted as our common ground for all who are
in Christ.


