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Paul went on to develop from the reality of "salvation by grace" the clear conclusion that Jews and
Gentiles are saved in the same way.  The Gentile Christians find that they are members of the
household of God and fellow citizen with the saints (saints meaning the Jews that had lived Godly
lives in the past).  In fact, God is building a temple in which He will dwell and it is being built from
Jews and Gentiles.  This great truth caused Paul to want to pray and to express worship to God.  

EPHESIANS 3:14-16  
14 ¶  For this reason I kneel before the Father,  15  from whom his whole family in heaven and on
earth derives its name.  16  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, (NIV)

Paul is talking about bowing in prayer to ask God to do something that he knew was in God's will
to do.  What he has asked God to do was to strengthen the church by strengthening each individual
Christian whether they be Jew or Gentile.  He can ask this in confidence because he knows that all
that bear the name of Christ Jesus are part of the family of God whether in heaven or on earth. 

EPHESIANS 3:17-19  
17  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love,  18  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ,  19  and to know this love that surpasses knowledge— that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  (NIV)

How are we strengthen in the "inner man" other than by having Jesus indwell us.  We have the
assurance by faith in what God has said.  As we grow in our walk of having Christ Jesus more and
more in control, we find that His love that is "shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost" manifests
itself through us.  It is only then that we can come to grasp an understand of how great the love of
Christ for us really is.  We must let that selfless kind of love find expression in our lives (actually,
Jesus' life in us) before we can have any idea what it is about.  That kind of love is not something that
we can teach someone about and they really know what it is.  It is something that must be
experienced.  Paul wanted all the church to know that love of Christ that surpasses head knowledge
by having it fill up and overflow from us.  We've  heard it said that God is love and when we are filled
up with His love, then we are filled with the fullness of God.  That is what being a Christian is all
about.




