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NEW BEHAVIOR
Several years ago there was a popular love song that had a plaintiff refrain, "We live in two

different worlds."  The song had reference to a man and a woman from different social or economic
strata.  There are so-called "different worlds" of life styles and social circles in which people live.
Every now and then our pathway causes us to encounter these different worlds as we interact with
various people.  There are people who live in the world of the rich and famous or the so-called jet set.
They spend their time vacationing, playing golf and tennis, going to and giving parties, buying fancy
cars and clothes.  There are those who live in the world of the homeless that wander from town to
town, from one menial job to another, and from one soup kitchen to the next.  There are certain
behaviors that are characteristic and even expected of those that inhabit the various worlds in which
people live.  "Joe Six-Pack" would not get caught dead in a tuxedo while "Biff Blueblood" would not
own or even ride in a pickup truck.  

As Christians, we encounter two different spiritual worlds.  At one time, each of us lived in
the Kingdom of Darkness and now we live in the Kingdom of Light.  At one time, each of us had
behavior that was in line with the "way of the world" and now we have behavior that aligns with the
"will of God."  The reality of the situation is that each Christian continues to encounter the former
life and to have behavior that is more like the way of the world and the Kingdom of Darkness rather
than the Kingdom of Light in which God's will is done.  We find ourselves living in two different
spiritual worlds.  

Every Christian is in a transformation process in which our thoughts, attitudes and behavior
patterns are being molded, reprogrammed, transformed into alignment with the will of God.  This
process begins the moment that we come to God, submitting to His will and accepting the death of
Christ as payment for our sin debt and identifying with Christ in His death (our carnal nature died
with Him), His burial (our old life is put away) and His resurrection (Christ lives in us by the Holy
Spirit).  It was all possible because God forgave us in Christ because of His great love for us.
Because the process is not complete and we have not yet been perfected, we have choices of letting
God lead us or letting the devil lead us.  

EPHESIANS 5:1-2  Only those who are led by the Spirit of God can follow or be true
imitators of God.  It is not something that we can "work up" from our humanity.  Those who have
not been "born again" of the Spirit of God cannot forgive others as God has forgiven us.  It is not
humanly possible to walk in the love that God showed to us in Christ Jesus.  Jesus willingly gave
Himself (He died) as a sacrifice for us.  Most people have trouble with sharing out of their abundance
(much less sacrificing) to help someone in need.  

If Christ Jesus lives us and we are in submission to Him and His will, then there are things we
will do and there are certain things  we will not do.  If we find we are doing some of those things that
are out of character with the nature and will of God, it is compelling evidence that we are not in
submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

EPHESIANS 5:3-7  We can recognize  there are two different spiritual worlds and we can
realize that it is possible for a Christian to drift from one to the other.  It is extremely important for
us to also know that the Kingdom of Light will experience the blessing of God and the Kingdom of
Darkness will experience the wrath of God.  If it were raining and we were under a large tent, then
we would be kept dry.  If we walked out from under the shelter of the tent, then we would get wet.
If we walk in the way of the world, then we will experience the consequences of that behavior.  If we



walk in the will of God, then we will experience the consequences of that behavior, also. 
EPHESIANS 5:8-14  Just because we used to be in darkness and separated from God is no

excuse for the born again Christian to behave that way now.  The result of being and behaving in the
Light of God's Kingdom will be fruit of the Spirit which is the evidence that we are pleasing to God.

We should not participate in those things that are the fruit of darkness and if we see other
Christians doing those things, then we need to talk to them about what they are doing.  A person may
not realize that they have drifted back into the way of the world and we owe it to each other to watch
out for each other.  A sincere Christian brother or sister will really appreciate such "reproof."  There
is a Proverb that says if you rebuke a fool, then you will just get a smart answer.  A "smart answer"
is likely to be the result of our telling a non-Christian that what he or she is doing is wrong.
However, we needs to tell them anyway, because what we say to them may be the only light they
have and could be the key to their finding their way out of darkness into the light.  Another Proverb
tells us that if we rebuke a wise man, he will be wiser still.

Christ Jesus came to bring light to us and to be our Light.  However, it is necessary for a
person to wake up to the reality of being dead in trespasses and sins and to realize his lostness.  The
Bible tells us that in His light we shall see light.  Each person has been given enough light to know
that he is in the dark, to know that there is a God and to know His goodness.

EPHESIANS 5:15-17  We know what our choices are and we know right from wrong.  The
wise person chooses the right way and the foolish person chooses the wrong way.  The way to be
wise is to know the will of God and the way to demonstrate that wisdom is to do the will of God.
In the circumstances of the world in which Paul lived, Nero was emperor of Rome and there was
persecution for Christian.  They would be tested and their faith would be tested.  They would be
given opportunity to deny Jesus.  Paul urged them to make the most of such times to make the right
choices and to make every circumstance a chance to choose for Christ and a chance to crucify self.

EPHESIANS 5:18-20  Many times humans are characterized as vessel which can be filled
with something.  We can be filled with self and we act selfishly.  We can be filled with foolishness and
we act foolishly.  We can be filled with wine and we act drunkenly.  We can be filled with the Spirit
and we act like Jesus.  If a person is filled with wine, he may sing bawdy songs and say awful things
and may even curse his lot in life.  A person who is filled with the Spirit will also sing, but it will be
praise to God for His goodness and we will recognize how blessed we are no matter what happens
to come our way.


