
RECEIVING THE GOSPEL 
Galatians 2:15-3:9 

 
Objective: To affirm our faith in God’s plan of salvation by grace through faith and to seek ways 
to share it with others.   
 

A person will behave in a manner that is in agreement with what he believes.  Another 
way to state this idea is that one will never act in a manner that is not in harmony with what he 
believes.  Let’s look at the example of telling a “white lie” in order to avoid hurting someone’s 
feelings.  Supposedly, we would be attempting to “balance” two beliefs we might have:  The first 
is that we should always tell the truth.  The second is that we should always be kind to people.   

If we are confronted with a choice of being absolutely truthful versus being unkind, then a 
“white lie” becomes a position of compromise that a person might choose because  

 the consequences of being “unkind” are more immediate AND  
 the person who will “enjoy” the “kindness shown” is thought to be less forgiving than 

God Whom we ultimately offend with the lie.   
This exposes another belief that many people hold and that is this:  “since God is loving and 
patient and since we have a promise of His forgiveness, then we can knowingly sin without 
having to consider the consequences as long as we remember to ask for forgiveness.”   

Now we have complicated this idea about what we “truly believe” and what we DO with 
conflicts that may exist among the “many things, ideas, and principles” that make up our belief 
system.  There are other complicating factors:  I, as a Christian, may truly believe in any number 
of absolute truths and yet fail in the performance or outworking of those truths in my life simply 
because I have been conditioned to do certain things or respond in certain ways by my pre-
Christian “experience, environment, or belief system.”  This is why we are admonished by Paul 
in Romans 12 to be transformed by renewing our minds, etc.  This is also why Paul had to 
admonish the Christians in various churches to walk according to what they had been taught and 
why he thought it necessary to point out to the church at Philippi that they had not learned Christ 
in a certain way.   

We process the various inputs and beliefs we have about what is right and what is 
allowable and then we act on some sort “weighted average” of the conflicting beliefs that try to 
come up with a balance of all the alternatives.  Sometimes we may see a problem in that the 
“weight” we apply to each belief that forms the “conflict set” is dependent on the circumstances 
in which we find ourselves.  This is simply “situation ethics” at work in our lives.   
 In an effort to establish the validity of his argument regarding which "good news" to 
believe, Paul related to the Galatian Christians his conversion experience and the disciplining he 
received for three years following his conversion.  He also told them about how easy it is to slip 
into our old way of thinking about our relationship to God.  He told about a time when even 
Simon Peter the leader of the early church had been influenced by Jewish tradition. 
 It is somewhat difficult for us to imagine the biases based on religious background that 
existed in the early church.  Peter had been the first to share the Gospel with the Gentiles and 
God had shown him that the Gentiles were acceptable to Him just as the Jews were.  In spite of 
all his boldness, Peter tended to be cautious regarding offending his countrymen.  An example of 
this caution was that he did not go to the home of Cornelius without taking some witnesses 
along.  This caution or concern about offending what might have been thought of then as 
orthodox Jews was again seen in the incident Paul related.  Peter was visiting in Antioch and 



“fellowshipped” freely with the Christians regardless of their Gentile or Jewish background.  
However, when a delegation of Jewish Christian from Jerusalem came to Antioch, Peter behaved 
differently.  He no longer ate with the Gentile Christians, for example.  This behavior influenced 
the other Jews who were part of the church at Antioch to do the same thing. 
 This action was so obviously wrong that Paul challenged him regarding such behavior.  
Paul's argument to Peter and the other Jews was that they had found freedom in Christ and did 
not see the need to be bound by the rituals that pointed to Christ but was fulfilled in Him.  Since 
this was the case, then why did they want to require the Gentile converts to come under the 
domination of the Jewish traditions when they themselves were coming out from that 
domination?  The great secret that was revealed in Christ was simply that both Jews and Gentiles 
are saved by God's grace through faith in the completed work of Christ. 
 We could outline the arguments that Paul made to the churches in Galatia as Believe, 
Behave, Be Consistent, and Be Blessed. 
 
Believe 
15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be 
justified.  Galatians 2:15-16 (NASB95) 
 To put these verses in context we need to note they immediately follow the account of 
Paul’s confrontation of Peter for behaving differently when some Jews came to Antioch.   Paul's 
argument was that they (being of Jewish background) and having been raised under the 
requirements and emphasis of observing the law, had discovered that righteousness before God 
did not happen because a person observed the law.  If this did not work for those who were Jews 
by birth, then why would the Judaizer or the Galatians think it would work for them?   
 Right standing before God comes about by faith in God's revelation of Himself to us.  
When God revealed Himself to Abraham, Abraham believed God and that belief was accounted 
to him as righteousness.  The full revelation of God to mankind came to us in Jesus and when we 
believe God as revealed in Jesus, then we are justified by that faith.  Having discovered this 
revealed truth, we act on it by believing and received the grace of God apart from the observance 
of the law.   
 
Behave 
17 “But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister 
of sin? May it never be! 18 “For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 “For 
through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through 
the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”  Galatians 2:17-21 (NASB95) 
 There is a definite conflict that is found in this situation.  First of all, if justification by 
grace through faith is what we believe, then all who trust in God’s provision are viewed by God 
to be in a right relationship to Him and there are no other requirements such as race or gender or 
national origin.  On the other hand, a Jewish person who believes that eating a meal with a non-
Jew is defiling and causes him to sin because he violated the ceremonial food law would not be 
able to observe both beliefs.  He could make the argument that believing and acting in 
accordance with being justified in Christ causes him to sin based on breaking the “food law.”  
 Paul’s argument is that in Christ we are freed from the law because we have been 
crucified with Christ as we identify with His death on the cross.  If I am dead to the law, then the 



law has no more authority over me.    
 Another way to look at this is to consider the following:  Does “being justified by faith 
and being declared righteous before God” mean that there is not ever any sin in our lives?  No, it 
doesn't mean that.  Well, if we are found to have sinned (we are sinners), then does that mean 
that God approves of sin when He declared us to be righteous?  No, it doesn't mean that either.  
Before our being in Christ we were sinners by nature, but now our nature has changed and we no 
longer have that old nature ("the old has passed away, behold all things have become new," 2 
Cor 5:17).  Now we are sinners because of our action and not our nature.  The laws and 
regulations were put in place to deal with the old nature, but in Christ we no longer need these. 
 Since we are dead to the law because our old nature has passed away, we should not try 
to bring the new nature under the dominance of the law which was there only for the purpose of 
restraining and controlling the old nature.  Since we have died to the old way (if we have been 
crucified with Christ) and have been raised to new life in Christ, then the (new) life we have has 
its source in God.  It is supernatural and it is spiritual.  The old life has passed away, and the new 
life is really the life of Jesus Christ.  “Jesus in me” (the new life) does not need the restraints of 
the law that was designed for the old sin nature.  In Christ I have been delivered from such 
bondage. 
 
Be Consistent 
1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or 
by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 

Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit 
and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  Galatians 3:1-5 (NASB95) 
 Paul saw the condition among the Galatian churches as one in which these new Christians 
were being "charmed" into believing that strict adherence to the ritualistic laws was necessary to 
be in right relationship to God.  When they had first accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior, they 
did so knowing that they could not be justified (declared righteous) before God by keeping rules.  
That is, there is no remedial procedure that could fix the fatal spiritual illness with which they 
were born.  They came into the relationship by faith in the atoning death of Jesus.  If their fatal 
condition could have been fixed without a transplant (replacing their old life with the new life of 
Christ), then it would have been for no purpose that Jesus died. 
 Having a new life source within us is great.  However, what are we going to do with that 
new life source and the new life it produces?  It seems logical that we would build a whole new 
lifestyle that is appropriate and in harmony with the life source within us and not regress to the 
old way of doing things.  You would think that a transformation would take place in which we 
would learn to do things differently and to even think in different terms.  We would interpret 
events around us in a different light.  (This is what Paul meant in Romans 12:2 when he wrote, 
"but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.")  Paul was amazed at the actions of the 
Christians in Galatia in that it appeared they were trying to build their new life around the 
limitations of the old "life-support system" of the law.  It was as if they did not realize that they 
had a spiritual life now and that they had entered the realm of the supernatural in which God is 
their Father and Jesus Christ is their brother. 
 In the New Bible Commentary, D. A. Carson observed: “Paul is beginning to group a 
variety of terms that constitute two distinct, and even contradictory, systems. To the one belong 
works of the law, flesh, slavery, sin, death; to the other, faith, Spirit, inheritance and promise, 
freedom and sonship, righteousness and life. The first group characterizes the present evil world; 



the second reflects the coming of the new age, Jerusalem above.” 
 
Be Blessed 
6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is 
those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.” 9 So then 
those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  Galatians 3:6-9 (NASB95) 
 In verse 16 of Chapter 2 Paul made the first use of the word “justified” which literally 
means “to be declared righteous.”  This is exactly what happened in the case of Abraham when 
he simply believed God.  Notice that this does not say that Abraham believe in God.  This was an 
act of faith (believing) on the part of Abraham.  His righteousness (right relationship with God) 
resulted from faith and Abraham’s subsequent actions also resulted from his belief (trust in) God 
and what God had promised him.   
 What did God promise Abraham?  All the nations would be blessed in him.  What this 
meant was simply that God would justify the Gentiles (nations) when they exercised the same 
kind of faith as Abraham exercised when he put his trust in Jehovah.  This is the “good news” or 
the gospel that was given more than 400 years before the law was given.   
 
 
Lessons Learned 
 We are saved apart from the law in the same way that Abraham was saved - by simply 
trusting in God.  We have a better understanding of all that God has done for us in Christ and as 
we exercise that trust He transforms us by His Spirit working in us to produce the behaviors that 
are like the works Jesus did while He was on earth.  Following the leading of the Holy Spirit 
produces a consistency in our walk and we find that we are really blessed as we grow to be more 
and more like Christ.   


