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ADOPTED AS GOD'S CHILDREN

Now-a-days the idea of organ transplants seems almost common place.  Modern medicine has
limitations in curing diseases and at times a person's kidneys, heart, or some other organ may be
beyond the point of being fixed with medication or surgery.  The physicians then resort to
replacement as a way to help the patient continue to live.  One of the big problems is finding an organ
donor who is compatible with the patient.  Organ donors are usually people who have recently died
(maybe in an accident) and we find a bitter-sweet situation in which one person dies and because of
that another person can live or at least live a fuller life.

The human condition is such that all of us are born with a fatal spiritual illness and no amount
of remedial work can repair the condition so that we might live.  Early in life we are put on a
temporary life-support system which prepares us for accepting a "life" transplant.  This temporary
life-support system is the law and the donor of the new life is Jesus Christ.  We call this "life"
transplant the "new birth."  Once we have the new life, then it is no longer necessary for us to be tied
to the temporary life-support system.  We are freed to go on with life as it was meant to be and to
reach our full potential.

One of the major differences in a physical organ transplant and the new birth is that if we
receive a heart transplant from someone who owed a lot of money, we are not expected to take on
that person's debt.  Likewise, if the transplant donor was a billionaire, then we have no expectation
of acquiring his or her wealth.  One the other hand, the spiritual new birth is such that we do become
heirs with the donor (Jesus) and acquire full rights into His family just as if we had been adopted.
However, in our case it is even better than being adopted, we have the same life as the rest of the
family.

The early Christians had difficulty understanding the transaction that had occurred when they
were born again of the Spirit of God.  They recognized the great benefits they had received from the
life-support system they had been on (the law) and they were having difficulty in realizing that they
did not need to be attached to the "heart-lung" machine or to the "kidney dialysis unit."

GALATIANS 3:1-5  Paul saw the condition among the Galatian Christians as one in which
these new Christians were being "charmed" into believing that strict adherence to the ritualistic laws
was necessary to be in right relationship to God.  When they had first accepted Jesus as their Lord
and Savior, they did so knowing that they could not be justified (declared righteous) before God by
keeping rules.  That is, there is no remedial procedure that could fix the fatal spiritual illness with
which they were born.  They came into the relationship by faith in the atoning death of Jesus.  If their
fatal condition could have been fixed without a transplant, then it would have been for no purpose
that Jesus died.

Having a new life source within us is great.  However, what are we going to do with that new
life source and the new life it produces?  It seems logical that we would build a whole new lifestyle
that is appropriate and in harmony with the life source within us.  You would think that a
transformation would take place in which we would learn to do things differently and to even think
in different terms.  We would interpret events around us in a different light.  (This is what Paul meant
in Romans 12:2 when he wrote, "but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.")  Paul was
amazed at the actions of the Christians in Galatia in that it appeared they were trying to build their
new life around the limitations of the old "life-support system" of the law.  It was as if they did not
realize that they had a spiritual life now and that they had entered the realm of the supernatural in
which God is their Father and Jesus Christ their brother.

GALATIANS 3:23-25  Paul explained the purpose of the law to these Christians in terms
of a schoolmaster.  A teacher helps to prepare us for life after graduation by given us certain
rudiments that will need to be applied in real life situations.  I have found that real life problems begin
where the textbooks stop.  In the same way, the law can't save us, it prepares us to understand what
God has done in Jesus Christ and it protects us until we mature enough to accept by faith the new life
that God has for us. 

GALATIANS 3:26-29  Even though the Gentiles who came to Christ did not have the full



benefit of the Jewish law, they did have moral codes.  They may not have observed these as diligently
as the devout Jews observed their codes, nevertheless, all (whether Jew or Gentile) come into the new
relationship with God the same way -- by faith.  In Christ the distinction of Jew or Gentile, slave or
free, male or female, all these disappears.  All the promises that God made to Abraham and to his
descendants are available to all who are in Christ.  In fact, just being a biological descendant of
Abraham does not bring the spiritual blessing that God promised to Abraham.

GALATIANS 4:1-7  In an effort to help his readers understand the situation, Paul used an
analogy from the society in which they lived.  Mankind is pictured as a maturing child who, some day,
would grow up to participate in the management of the family business.  One day, he would be
making decisions and giving instructions to the hired workers, but while he is young he is in need to
be trained and protected by a tutor.  At the right time, the son is accepted as a member of the
management team.  In the same way, God has been preparing a people to reign with Christ and to
carry out His business.  As mankind was growing up, the law was needed to prepare and protect.
At the right time in the history of man's development, Jesus came to implement the means by which
we would be able to receive full acceptance as children of God.

While the manifestation of God's plan happened in time almost 2000 years ago, it is eternal
in that it happens each time an individual accepts the completed work of Jesus' death on the cross and
identifies with Him in His death and His resurrection.  We are then born again and receive the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and this awakening of our once dead spirit causes us to
recognize God as our heavenly Father.  

We may have recognized God as a father figure (really an authority figure) prior to the new
birth in much the same way a little child recognizes his father as an authority figure.  It is only as we
mature that we being to appreciate our fathers and develop an affection for them as our fathers and
not just as the provider and authority figure.  In the same way, it is only after the new birth that we
are able to relate to God in a personal way and have genuine affection and reverence that goes beyond
respect that comes out of fear. 

When we have the life of Christ, we then have all the benefits and responsibilities that come
with that life.  God also provides the power for us to carry out those responsibilities and to enjoy the
benefit by His very presence in our lives.


