
WHO IS JESUS? 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 
 In some countries that are controlled by Muslims there are laws that prohibit or limit the 
teaching or practices of any other “religion” than Islamic beliefs.  We hear about such practices 
and shake our collective heads in disbelief as to why any group would be so afraid that if some 
other “truth” were presented to people that they might turn away from the teaching of their ideas 
and embrace another doctrine.  Such a restrictive practice seems to be a self-indictment that those 
“in control” do not really think that their beliefs are the ultimate truth.   
 While we deplore such practices in other countries, we have essentially allowed the same 
thing to happen in our nation.  We have restrictions on prayer and public discussions of anything 
related to God as revealed in the Bible.  Some oppose even the display of words such as the Ten 
Commandments, expressions such as “bless you” in response to a sneeze, or even the mention of 
the name of Jesus except in cursing.   
 There are various reasons put forth as to why such practices are followed, but the real 
answer is rooted in a refusal to honestly answer the question “who is Jesus?”  Most people would 
rather live in their own little fantasy world of their imaginations than face reality.  According to 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Ethics, ultimate reality cannot be addressed apart from God and the 
revelation of Himself to all that He created.   
 According to people like (the now deceased) Carl Sagan, all reality is contained in the 
physical universe and there is nothing beyond that reality.  Admittedly, realizing a reality beyond 
that which we can sense with our “physical” senses is difficult and is the very reason why help is 
needed to communicate the truth of the reality that is beyond our physical senses.   
 We find help in discovering the truth of God in several different ways.  The book of 
Hebrews addressed the process of the specific revelation of God to those who were created in 
His image.   
 
God Speaks – 1:1-2a 
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2a in these last days 
has spoken to us in His Son,    Hebrews 1:1–2a (NASB95) 
 In God’s dealing with man, He used several means to make Himself known.  In the 
broadest of terms, these are General Revelation (in the natural creation), Specific Revelation (the 
word of God), and Incarnate Revelation (the person of Jesus Christ).  Most in our cultures have 
rejected the general revelation of God given to us in the creation (natural world) in which we 
live.  If we cannot accept the general revelation, then it is unlikely that we will accept the 
specific revelation of God in Jesus.  We will never “see” the proof we seek without first coming 
by faith.  God has granted to each a measure of faith and if we refuse the faith we have, then we 
can never get beyond that point. 
 If we have had any experience in helping a child to learn as they are growing up, then we 
can appreciate and realize that we cannot start with something as complicated as Einstein’s 
theory of relativity but we have to find simpler ideas and things to which the child can relate 
depending on his or her maturity.  A wise parent or teacher would have a plan in mind to use 
whatever opportunities are there to help the child learn “bits and pieces” about the world in 
which they live.  As they get older, then relationships between the various things they have 
learned can be pointed out and we refer to such a process as “connecting the dots.”   
 As we read the Old Testament accounts of God dealing with mankind, we see various bits 
and pieces that were made clear to God’s people at various times and in various ways.  During 



this time, these “revelations” were given through people who were designated as prophets.  
While there were some elements of events of the future revealed in these words of the prophets, 
so much more was directly related to understanding the nature of God and how that 
understanding should impact how God’s people were to think, speak and act.   
 Just as it takes time to build a working knowledge base when teaching a child, it took a 
lot of time (literally generations) and many repetitions to have the building blocks or “dots” of 
truth that could be connected so that the “picture” of Who God is and what He is doing in His 
creation could be seen.  These “dots” were the result of the “many portions and many ways” in 
which God spoke to people.  The complete picture was not given to just one prophet; but one 
received one portion of revelation, and another something else.  According to Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown (Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible) it was revealed to Noah 
that the people of the world from which the Messiah would come were the descendants of Shem;  
to Abraham, the nation; to Jacob, the tribe; to David and Isaiah, the family; to Micah, the town of 
nativity; to Daniel, the exact time; to Malachi, the coming of His forerunner, and His second 
advent; through Jonah, His burial and resurrection; through Isaiah and Hosea, His resurrection. 
Each only knew in part; but when that which was perfect came in Messiah, that which was in 
part was done away (1Cor 13:12). 
 Once the “dots” were in place then they could be connected and that was what Jesus did 
during His earthly ministry.  To say that God spoke to us in His Son is both literal and figurative.  
Since God was in Christ, He did literally speak to us.  Since the actions or works that Jesus did 
had a purpose of revealing the very nature of God, then He also figuratively spoke to us in a way 
that the image of God could be seen or perceived.   
 Most translations render the timing of this ultimate revelation of God in Christ as “in 
these last days.”  The Jewish teachers divided all time into “this age,” or “world,” and “the age or 
world to come” Heb 2:5; 6:5.   The days of the first advent of the Messiah were the transition 
period or “last part of these days” (in contrast to “in times past”).  Based on this knowledge of 
the understanding the Hebrews had, we should conclude that the “gospel” accounts really belong 
to the “Old Testament” time and the “New Testament” period began when Christ shed His blood 
which ratified the “new covenant” that He mentioned during the Last Supper.  So the “age” or 
“world” in which we are now living is “the age to come.”  We are literally living in “the last 
days” while the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry was the “last part of the previous age.”   
  Since God spoke to us in His Son, we should be very eager to know what He said, 
through Whom He said it, and the purpose of the message.   
 
God Revealed – 1:2b-4 
2b whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had 
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than 
the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.  Hebrews 1:2b–4 (NASB95) 
 Do you remember the request that Philip made to Jesus in John 14:8?  “Master,” said 
Philip, “cause us to see the Father: that is all we need.”  This was the pursuit, the desire, and the 
need of all mankind since the tragedy of the “fall” that happened in the Garden of Eden.  Do you 
remember Jesus’ reply?  “Have I been so long among you,” Jesus answered, “and yet you, Philip, 
do not know me?  He who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you ask me, ‘Cause us to 
see the Father’?”  God had spoken through the prophets and ultimately in the Son for the express 
purpose of answering and fulfillment a most critical need of fallen mankind and that is to know 
God or to “see” Him.   



 Those who cannot or will not “see” or perceive that “God is” are in a hopeless condition.  
We have a name for such people today and that is “atheist.”  In their condition, they will 
deliberately resist or rebel so that they will not hear as God speaks, either in the creation, the 
message of the prophets or the life of His Son.  For those who are open and are seeking to know 
the truth, then that truth can be found.    
 These verses define the qualifications or characteristics of someone who could be 
described as a “son.”  This is not an attempt to validate the fact of the miraculous conception of 
Jesus in the Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit.  The question being addressed is more in line with 
the outcome or results of what God had done and would do in this person and then ask “do these 
accomplishment’s meet the qualifications of a relationship with God the Father that merits the 
designation ‘sonship’?”  Since these qualifications have been met in the person of Jesus the 
Christ, then the conclusion is that he has all the authority and validity needed so that mankind 
must heed what he has communicated.  
 The first qualification mentioned is that he is the heir of all.  Most translations render this 
as “all things.”  The inclusion of “things” tends to focus our attention on the “physical” world or 
universe of physical things.  One of the challenges that Jesus faced in His earthly ministry was to 
redirect people’s train of thought away from the physical to the spiritual and eternal.  We need to 
expand our thinking of what “all” means beyond the physical.  If we do not make this transition, 
then we may come to the same conclusions that Carl Sagan did when he said that the physical 
universe was all there is.   
 Jesus became “heir” by appointment or a predetermination of what was to happen.  Just 
as in the Israelite culture, the eldest son was predetermined to inherit the possession of the 
parents and he would distribute the inheritance to the other heirs.  In the case of the divine 
relationship, we find an addition argument of why He would be heir of “all” and that is related to 
His role in the creation of “all.”   
 Many of the popular Bible translations use the terms “world” or “universe” in describing 
what was made via the “office” or “role” of the Son.  The Greek word is “aion” from which we 
get the English word “eon.”  This literally means “the ages.”  Earlier it was pointed out that the 
Hebrews divided all time into the “age past” and the “age to come.”  What we see in this 
statement is “that which God made” goes beyond the physical realm and includes the spiritual 
realm.  The emphasis is on the spiritual realm since (in the mind of the writer and in the mind of 
those to whom he was writing) there was no question of Who created the physical world as seen 
in such statements that we find in Psalm 102:25.  “In the beginning you laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.”  This was a “given.”  Once that question 
is settled, then we can discover the reality of what is happening in the eternal, spiritual realm and 
satisfy the longing that we have to “see the Father.”   
 An effective ploy of the devil is to have us spend our time going back and trying to prove 
over and over the existence of God and the fact of His creating the physical universe.  Our 
position must be that we accept that reality by faith and then we move on to discover what really 
matters.  We see such emphasis in Paul writing to the various churches.  For example, in 
Colossians 1:16 we see “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, and for him.”  It is apparent from this text that the emphasis was 
on “spiritual things” such as thrones and power, etc.    
   In our vernacular, we will often comment about a child being just like one of the 
parents.  We might say something like, “he’s the very image of his daddy” or “the apple did not 



fall far from the tree.”  In addition to being designated as heir, the Messiah had attributes that 
demonstrated that He qualified to fulfill the requisites of “sonship” in that He was just like the 
Father.  The first of these (references to His being) is termed the “radiance of God’s glory.”  The 
Greek word used here refers to the light that is emitted from a luminous object.  In the physical 
realm, we can make the claim that we don’t literally see the sun or the moon or anything else; 
but, we do see the light that comes from what we say that we are seeing.  In the same, we don’t 
see God but we do see the “light” or that which radiates from Him.  This literally means that all 
that we can perceive of God is found in the Messiah.  Since God the Father is preexistent, then 
that which emanates from Him (the radiance of His glory) has always being with Him.   
 The second designation regarding His being is that the Messiah is the exact 
representation of the nature of the Father.  The Greek word used here is charakter and is 
translated “express image” in the King James Version.  Once again, the emphasis is on the 
“nature” and not the physical appearance of God.  We can’t be sure what Philip meant when he 
asked Jesus to “show” him the Father, but we do know that Jesus put the focus back to the 
character and nature of God and not on physical appearance.  Since God is Spirit, then the 
question of physical appearance is an oxymoron – it doesn’t make any sense.   
 The third reference as to His being equivalent of that of the Father is that He sustains all 
of creation (the order and events of history or the ages) by the “word” (expression, message, 
meaning or essence – rhema, not logos) of His power.  The same dynamic by which “all” were 
created is still operating in “holding it all together.”  
 The writer of Hebrews moved on to what the Messiah had done that was “son-like” in 
that in Him God was made flesh (incarnation) and dwelt among mankind.  The summary of what 
had been accomplished was that He personally (in and of Himself) made the ultimate provision 
to purge the sin and sins of mankind.  There was no other way to have a spotless, perfect 
sacrifice that could take away the sin of mankind that was a consequence of the fall.  Having 
accomplished that, He then took His place at the side of Father as confirmation of His 
equivalence or “sonship” with the Father.  
 This was (and is) a higher position than any other spiritual beings such as angels.  The 
reference to angels was likely made because those to whom this letter was sent were familiar to 
references in the Scripture of angels appearing to people to bring messages from God.  Some 
might have, therefore, concluded that Jesus was simply another angelic being that came to earth 
to bring a message from God.  The rest of this chapter goes into many arguments as to why that 
is not the situation and that Jesus was greater than and different from angelic beings.  The reason 
was that His character or nature which is designated as “a name” was equal to that of God the 
Father which is the ultimate in greatness.   
 


