
HEBREWS FOR TODAY

HEBREWS 1
1: 1 ¶ In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2  but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.
Since the creation of man, God has been in the process of revealing Himself and His nature to man.  He

started out doing this with Adam and Eve as He would come to them in the cool of the day and walk with them in
the Garden of Eden.  After the Fall and the subsequent break in fellowship caused by sin, God started establishing
a growing and ever increasing revelation of Himself to mankind.  He used various means and events scattered
throughout history to do this revelation.  Sometimes the revelation was more direct in that He used prophets to
speak to the people.

Much of God's dealings with mankind was concentrated in the descendants of Abraham, whom God chose
for the purpose of providing a better revelation of Himself.  This better revelation was culminated in the person of
Jesus.  

First, we are told that God spoke to us by Jesus.  We can see from this then how Jesus is the "Word of
God."  He is the means by which God communicated to us.  

Second, Jesus is described as the Son of God.  His earthly life was initiated by direct action of God
through the Holy Spirit.  He had no earthly father but was born of the Spirit.

The third point is that Jesus has been appointed heir of all things.  He is the ultimate owner of everything. 
In Psalms 24:1 we read that the earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein. 

3  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
We also see that Jesus is the Beginning of all things in that God make the worlds by Jesus and, as such,

He is One with the Creator.  This "oneness" is further seen in the description of Jesus being the "brightness" or
"radiance" of God's glory.  Jesus is what radiates from God or goes out from Him and is, therefore, inseparable
from God.  This is like saying that Jesus is the express image of God.  

Jesus is the "upholder" or "sustainer" of all things which indicates that He is the energy that holds
everything together by the power of His word through which God spoke everything into existence.  

All these things and attributes describes the One that took upon Himself the job of getting rid of our sins. 
Since He is that great and powerful, then we can be confident that He is able to accomplish the task of purging our
sins and providing purification for sins.  When He had accomplished that, then He took the place (or seat) of honor
in Heaven indicating that the work was finished and that He is truly Lord of all.

4 ¶ So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5  For to which of the angels did God
ever say, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 6  And again,
when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." 7  In speaking of the angels he says, "He makes
his angels winds, his servants flames of fire." 8  But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and
righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom. 9  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has
set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy." 
The author of Hebrews started out establishing that God's revelation to us in Christ is more complete than

His revelation to us by the prophets of old.  He then moved to establish that Jesus is also greater than the angels
because of His relationship to the Father.  God declared "Thou art My Son" which was never said to an angel.

Since Jesus is greater than the prophet and greater than the angels, then what should be our response to
Him and to his message?

Just as the Psalmist (Ps 89) observed that God is greater than all things spiritual and physical, we find that
Jesus is greater than any son of Adam or other created being.

10  He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
God reveals Himself in Creation, but the revelation we have from Jesus is greater than that revelation

since He Himself is greater than the Creation.  This verse is written concerning God the Son Who existed even
before creation and is indeed the Creator.  Since God the Son is the Creator, then He is superior to all created
things.

11  They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12  You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will
be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."
The superiority of Christ to all things created will be validated as those things decay and change while He

remains the same and endures eternally.
13  To which of the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"? 14  Are not all
angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

 We see the superiority of Christ to the angels by whom God revealed Himself in times past since it is only



God the Son to Whom God the Father promise to put all things under.  While we see Jesus as Lord and serve Him,
the angels are to serve us who will inherit salvation.

HEBREWS 2
2:1 ¶ We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2  For if the message spoken by
angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3  how shall we escape if we ignore such a great
salvation?
Before Jesus came, the people of Israel were living under the law that was delivered by messengers from

God -- either human or spiritual.  Those messages were binding and disobedience was punished.  Now we have
been given the clearest possible message and it is the final one.  No other means of salvation will ever be
developed.  There is no need for us to look for some other way or wait for a newer method - this is it.  If we neglect
God's final provision, then there is no escape.  This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was
confirmed to us by those who heard him. 

4  God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
What more could He do?  He Himself came to personally deliver the message and to demonstrate the

effects on our present lives.  He gathered together witnesses to confirm what happened and to pass on to others the
message.  He validated the witness with signs and wonders and miracles and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

5 ¶ It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 6  But there is a place where someone has
testified: "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 7  You made him a little lower than the angels;
you crowned him with glory and honour 8  and put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not
subject to him.
In continuing to show the superiority of Christ to angels, the writer revealed the future hierarchy of rule in

the “world to come.”  We find help in interpreting Psalm 8 with reference to “man” and the “son of man.”  In the
beginning, God placed the dominion of the earth under Adam.  Of course, this rule was lost to the devil in the fall
of mankind.  We see a time coming in which everything will be restored under the rule of the Son of Man. Yet at
present we do not see everything subject to him. 

9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

 It is not man to whom everything is in subjection but it is the “Son of Man;” that is Jesus Who will have
dominion over all things.    Those who are in Christ will reign with Him and will share in this dominion. It is He
Who is crowned with glory and honor because He humbled Himself even unto death so that we might be redeemed
and live.

10 ¶ In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their
salvation perfect through suffering.
Christ is our pioneer, the Captain of our salvation.  He leads the way.  Though He was temporarily made a

little lower than the angels, He was restored to His exalted position being crowned with glory and honor.  He took
on the form of a man to be able to suffer death for us.  

11  Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.
12  He says, "I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises."  13  And again, "I will
put my trust in him." And again he says, "Here am I, and the children God has given me."
In His death, Jesus died as a man (same family as those He came to save).  Since He was sinless the devil

had no authority to do what was done.  Any “son of Adam” could have been killed with impunity since all these
were slaves to sin.  The death of Jesus broke the legal hold of the devil and also paid the penalty of a spotless
sacrifice for the sin of man.

Jesus literally declared God’s name to the Jews and His name was later declared to the rest of humanity. 
The response of those who believe the message is as given in Isaiah 8:17 “And I will wait upon the LORD, that
hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.”  The result of our putting our trust in God
through Jesus is summed up in Isa 8:18 “Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs
and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.”  We will be in Christ and will
dwell with Him forever.

14 ¶ Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power
of death--that is, the devil-- 15  and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16  For surely it is not angels he
helps, but Abraham's descendants.
The descendants of Adam could not redeem themselves since they were slaves to sin and subject to the

evil one.  They had no rights by which to free themselves.  Since Jesus was born of woman, but not of the seed of
Adam, He was not subject to the authority of the devil.  In killing Jesus, the devil was judged to be guilty and his
power over mankind broken.  Now those who have entered into the salvation offered through Christ -- that is, have
died to self and have new life in them -- have been set free from the law of sin and death.  These are now the true



descendants of Abraham and make up the Israel of God.
17  For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18  Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted. 
Since the work of redemption has been finished, Jesus now functions as our High Priest in the true

tabernacle in the heavens.  Because He was tested in the same fashion as we are, He understands what it is like to
be human.  Therefore, He can help us when we are tested and tempted and show mercy when we fail.

HEBREWS 3
3:1 ¶ Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.
2  He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house. 3  Jesus has been found worthy of greater
honour than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honour than the house itself. 4  For every house is built by someone, but God
is the builder of everything.
If we recognize Jesus as superior to angels and if we see the redemption He worked out in His humanity,

then we (the redeemed) should look only to Jesus for salvation.  The children of Israel had looked to Moses as the
one who received the Law of God to pass on the people.  Now we must look to the One who provided the Law
rather than the one who received it.   

5  Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the future. 6  But Christ is faithful as a son over
God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.
Moses was a type of Christ in that he was over the earthly tabernacle.  Jesus is greater than Moses since

He is over the spiritual house of God.  That spiritual house is, of course, seen as the church of God and will
manifest itself as the New Jerusalem in the age to come.

7 ¶ So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice, 8  do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of
testing in the desert, 9  where your fathers tested and tried me and for forty years saw what I did. 10  That is why I was angry with that
generation, and I said, `Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.' 11  So I declared on oath in my anger,
`They shall never enter my rest.'"

 Decisions of trusting God are of such eternal importance that we should not delay.  When God presents us
with opportunity, then we must act in faith at that time.  The children of Israel failed to trust God when they came
to the border of the Promised Land and they missed their opportunity to go in.  When God calls us, we must
respond and no put off until tomorrow what we should do today.  There may never be another opportunity.

12  See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13  But encourage one another
daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.
The reason for not responding to God’s call at the time we hear it is lack of faith.  Without faith it is

impossible to please God.  Therefore, we should help each other to respond in the affirmative when God calls to us.
14  We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. 15  As has just been said: "Today, if you
hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion."

 The children of Israel began well as they followed Moses out of Egypt but they did not hold on to their
faith.  They became rebellious because their hearts had not been transformed.  Many people come to Jesus with a
mental acceptance of Who He is and what He did.  They embrace the truth of the Gospel but they do not surrender
their wills to God and remain unconverted.  Consequently, they drift away and return to their former affections. 
Essentially, they are still in Egypt in their hearts though they may be nominally members of the congregation of
believers.

16  Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17  And with whom was he angry for forty
years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert? 18  And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his
rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19  So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.
The salvation preached in most churches is a “come out of Egypt” message.  The full story is to also

“enter into the Promised Land.”  People are encourage to leave the sinful life and follow God.  Many formally
declare for Christ, are baptized and “join” a congregation; however, they do not die to self and their old natures. 
The results are that they still long for the pleasure of the former life and hold on to securities of their present life
rather than entering the promised land God has prepared for them.

Such “believers” are not secure in their lack of true faith.  True believers are truly secure in Christ.  

HEBREWS 4
4:1 ¶ Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2  For
we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard
did not combine it with faith.
The physical events experienced by the children of Israel foreshadowed the spiritual reality each of us face

in our salvation journey.  Their “rest” was the promised land of Canaan.  The “rest” we are to enter is that of
ending our labor to save ourselves and to accept the completed work of God in Christ that saves us.  If we are still



striving to do “what is right” rather than doing what is right as a result of who we are in Christ, then we still have
not entered into His rest.  The same problem exists for us as it did for the children of Israel: lack of faith in God.

3  Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, "So I declared on oath in my anger, `They shall never enter my rest.'"
And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. 4  For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words:
"And on the seventh day God rested from all his work."
We do not have to wait for God to do something else to enable us to enter into the spiritual rest He

provides for us.  The work of salvation was completed even before the Creation.  “Trust and obey” has always been
God’s plan for salvation.  The fullest revelation of that plan was shown to us in the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus.

5  And again in the passage above he says, "They shall never enter my rest." 6  It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who
formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. 7  Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it
Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."
God’s invitation to go into the promised land -- to enter into His rest -- is there for us today just as it was

in all generations past.  We see the consequences of not trusting God in what happened to the generation of people
who died in the wilderness.  The ongoing invitation is repeated by David and it still echoes down the corridors of
time to us.  God has completed His part, the only thing remaining is for us to act on the faith we have and go in.

8  For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 9  There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the
people of God; 10  for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. 
The next generation of Israelites who came out of Egypt did go into the physical promised land.  However,

this was only an type of the spiritual reality God has for those who trust Him.  Joshua (the son of Nun) led the
Israelites into the promised land and Joshua (the Son of God) has led the way into the spiritual promised land of
rest from our own striving to attain salvation.

11 ¶ Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no-one will fall by following their example of disobedience.
We enter the “rest” of God by faith.  However, this is not just a mental acceptance of the truth, but it is a

faith that is validated in continual obedience to the commands of our Lord.  
12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
When the Israelites (second generation) did enter into the promised land, they had to continue to fight to

take the land from those who lived there.  When we enter into God’s rest, there is an ongoing process in which we
must engage to transform our minds from domination by the old nature to bring everything under the Lordship of
Jesus.

To accomplish this require much insight into who we are (body, soul and spirit) and what we think we are
versus our true motives  (thoughts and attitudes).  Such insight is found as the Holy Spirit uses the sword of the
Spirt (which is the word of God) to lay open to us the essence of who we are.

14  Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. 15  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
If we have entered into God’s rest by true faith in the completed work of Jesus, then we have the ongoing

advocacy of Jesus as our High Priest in the heavenly tabernacle.  We are not, therefore, to think about doing
penance, or buying resolution, or undergoing physical pain to gain acceptance and forgiveness but come to the
place of grace based on the work Jesus has done for us.  We rest in Him.  

HEBREWS 5
5:1 ¶ Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices
for sins. 2  He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness.  3  This is
why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people.
The office of the priest is to be man’s representative to God to know the way to approach God and to know

the heart of God.  Ideally, the priest should know the heart of man and the situations in which people live.  The
role of the priest is not to condemn the one who sins from ignorance but to bring the sinner and his offering for sin
before God.

4  No-one takes this honour upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. 5  So Christ also did not take upon himself the
glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father." 6  And he says in another
place, "You are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek." 
The role of priest is a calling rather than a vocation.  Many churches see the role of pastor as a calling

also.  It is an office that is not to be taken lightly since the consequences are so great.  Only someone chosen and
enabled by God is able to carry out the responsibilities well.  Jesus, as our High Priest, was also chosen for the role
by God the Father.  In His case, the Priest was also the Sacrifice.



7  During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8  Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9  and,
once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 ¶ and was designated by God to be high priest in the
order of Melchizedek.
In reference to a priest offering up sacrifices for his own sins (see verse 3), we can conclude that Jesus did

not need to do this since He is the sinless Son of God.  However, He did offer up prayers to the Father regarding
His impending death.  Though He was sinless, He did need to overcome the desire to hold on to this life and thus
He prayed.  Having perfected salvation -- die to self and rise to new life -- He became the Source for our salvation. 
We too must die so that we may have His life.  Having conquered sin and death, He and He alone is eminently
qualified to be our High Priest.

Upon His qualification and His perfection of salvation, God declared Him (Jesus) to be High Priest of the
same order as Melchizedek.  Melchizedek literally means “king of righteousness.”  He was priest of the Most High
God and preceded the giving of the law.  He has no reference to beginning or ending and therefore is a type of
Christ in the Old Testament.

11  We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12  In fact, though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13  Anyone
who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14  But solid food is for the mature, who
by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 
Though the writer to the Hebrews wanted to share truths and insights with those to whom he was writing,

he realized not everyone was prepared to understand the mysteries of God.  It is important for each of us to
regularly and frequently be in the word of God so we can feed on His word and grow to spiritual maturity.

The problem with many of our churches today is that we present the same material of the basics of
salvation to people year after year and they never get beyond the basics.  The tragedy is that most are proud that
they study only the basics.  When we are proud of our weaknesses, then we will never improve and grow stronger.

HEBREWS 6
6:1 ¶ Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance
from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2  instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and
eternal judgment. 3  And God permitting, we will do so.
There are six foundational teachings each Christian needs before balanced spiritual growth can proceed. 

Many of us spend all our time in continuing to go over the elementary teachings and never really learning these so
as to effectively apply them to life.  Consequently, we spend all our time on the foundation and are not involved in
building the temple of God that rests upon that foundation.

4  It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5  who
have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6  if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance,
because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 
If a person has been saved (has believed unto salvation), then they can’t be saved again.  Once you have

been born again of the Spirit of God it cannot happen again.  If you think you have accepted Jesus (unto salvation)
and your life (lifestyle) is just as it was before, then you might sense a need to be “saved again.”  The problem is
likely that you were not saved the first time.  

7  Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.
8  But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.
There is a fundamental difference in the nature of an unsaved person and a saved person.  The unsaved

nature is of the first Adam and is barren.  The saved nature is of the Second Adam (Jesus) and bears fruit.  
9 ¶ Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case--things that accompany salvation. 10  God is
not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.
We might be surprised to learn there are “things that accompany salvation.”  Holiness and works done to

others from a motive of love are evidences of salvation.  The fruit of the Spirit also are outward manifestations of
the inward working of God’s grace in a person’s life.

11  We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12  We do not want you to become
lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.
We need to be faithful in our Christian walk.  It is not enough to just enter into the gates but is it equally

important to continue to walk with God and be transformed into the image of His Son Jesus.  
13  When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no-one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14  saying, "I will
surely bless you and give you many descendants." 15  And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.
God’s promise (with an oath) to Abraham came after Abraham proved himself to be faithful to God in

offering up Isaac.  We see God’s promises to us and yet we may find them far removed from us.  The problem may
lie with us in that we have not demonstrated faithful so that God would entrust us with the possession of these
promises.



16  Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17  Because God
wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18  God
did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us
may be greatly encouraged.
The importance of the promise and the need for us to trust in the truth of the promise was cause for God to

eliminate the possibility of doubt by confirming the promise with an oath.  God’s word and God’s oath are
unchangeable and unchanging.  The only real absolute in which we can always trust is God.  Since His word is an
extension of Himself, we can trust His word.  The Psalmist tells us (93: 5) “ Your statutes stand firm; holiness
adorns your house for endless days, O LORD.”

19  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20  where Jesus, who
went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek.
Our hope to which we are anchored is Jesus Himself Who entered into the veil (into the holy of holies in

Heaven) and paid our sin debt.  He remains there as our great High Priest ever interceding on our behalf.  

HEBREWS 7
 7:1 ¶ This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and
blessed him, 2  and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem"
means "king of peace".
The ministry and work of Jesus put an end to the sacrificial system and essentially eliminated the need for

the Levitical priesthood.  However, the need for a priest preceded the giving of the Law and the establishment of
Aaron and his clan (the Levites) as the priestly tribe.  Jesus has been compared to Melchizedek who was a priest of
God prior to the giving of the Law and prior to the birth of Levi.  We see also the practice of tithing as preceding
the Law of Moses. 

3  Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest for ever. 4 
Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5  Now the law requires the descendants of Levi
who become priests to collect a tenth from the people--that is, their brothers--even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. 6 
This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.
Both the work of a priest and tithing stand apart from the law and do not depend upon it for their validity.
The Levitical priesthood was temporary but the priesthood of Jesus is eternal.  It is pictured in

Melchizedek in that he is not shown to have a beginning or an ending.
7  And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. 8  In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other
case, by him who is declared to be living. 9  One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10 
because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.
The superiority of Melchizedek to Abraham is validated in that Melchizedek blessed Abraham.  
The superiority of the eternal priesthood over that of the Levitical priesthood is seen in that Levi (through

Abraham) paid a tithe to Melchizedek.
11 ¶ If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was
there still need for another priest to come--one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12  For when there is a change of the
priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.
The old order (the Levitical priesthood and the law of Moses) was a physical foreshadowing of the new

order which is the spiritual reality.  The old was incomplete and brought temporary atonement.  The new was
totally complete and provided for eternal atonement.   

13  He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no-one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. 14  For it is clear
that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15  And what we have said is even more
clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16  one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on
the basis of the power of an indestructible life. 17  For it is declared: "You are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek."
God is sovereign in that He chooses and intervenes in the natural course of things.  Natural progression

would have the eternal priest coming from the Levites.  However, God selected the tribe of Judah and a descendant
of David to be the Forever Priest.  

Our salvation is not a result of heredity or national origin but is a result of the new life that comes to us
through the new birth.  It is this new life that is eternal and gives us immortality.

18  The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19  (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is
introduced, by which we draw near to God. 20  And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21  but he became
a priest with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: `You are a priest for ever.'" 22  Because of
this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
The former priestly system with its ceremonial laws all pointed to the new revelation of God in Jesus.  The

sacrificial system was not able to provide an exchanged life that was freed from slavery to sin but it made us aware
of our sinfulness.  The work of Jesus provides us with new life and power over sin by the indwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit.  We are assured of the validity that this is what God is doing since He swore with an oath
regarding the change.  



23  Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 24  but because Jesus lives for ever,
he has a permanent priesthood. 25  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to
intercede for them.

 The old system was cyclical (needing to be repeated) and temporal.  The new way God initiated through
Jesus was complete and permanent.  The sacrifices of animals provided an atonement for sins but did nothing for
sin.  Since our salvation is eternal, our priest must also be eternal.

26  Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27  Unlike the
other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed
for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28  For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came
after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect for ever.
The inadequacy of the old system was found in the imperfection of both the sacrifice (animals) and the

priest (men who also sinned).  When a perfect (sinless) sacrifice and a perfect priest came together, then a perfect
salvation was put into effect.  

HEBREWS 8
8:1 ¶ The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in
heaven, 2  and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man. 3  Every high priest is appointed to offer
both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer.
How blessed we are to know that God has provided all we need for salvation and that He Himself in the

person of Jesus maintains the efficacy of the completed work.  Jesus, in His role of our High Priest, did have
something to offer: He offered Himself.

4  If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5  They serve at a
sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See
to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."
The true tabernacle in heaven is without dispute greater than the representation God had Moses to build. 

The tabernacle on earth was to teach us of the character of God and to reveal to us His plan for our salvation that
was culminated in the incarnation of God in Jesus.

6 ¶ But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is
founded on better promises. 7  For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.
Our physical life is cyclical and temporal.  Our spiritual life is steadfast and eternal.  Clearly the spiritual

life is superior to the physical.  In the same way the old covenant had it expression in physical acts and temporal
atonement.  The new covenant is spiritual and provide for eternal salvation.  It is clearly the best we can have.

8  But God found fault with the people and said: "The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah. 9  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead
them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. 10  This is the
covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11  No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, `Know
the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12  For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more." 13  By calling this covenant "new", he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and ageing will soon
disappear.
The main problem with the old covenant was not with the idea of obeying God and walking with Him as a

means of being blessed.  The problem was with the ability of people to do what was required.  It is not in the
natural man to do be obedient.  In God’s new covenant the old nature is replaced with the nature of God Himself as
revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.  This new nature is disposed to do the will of God.  As we are transformed
into the very image of Jesus, we do not decide to do “this or that” because the Bible tells us to or the law says we
should.  We do what is right because of the right spirit that is within us.  We no longer have to live by the
“knowledge of good and evil” but by the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit that lives in us.  An olive tree bears olives
because it is an olive tree.  It does not struggle and strive to bear olives but does it out of the essence of what it is.  

HEBREWS 9
 9:1 ¶ Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2  A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were
the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3  Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most
Holy Place, 4  which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna,
Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5  Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the
atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 6  When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered
regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7  But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and
never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. 
Everything in the earthly outer sanctuary pointed to Christ and the new covenant.  The lampstand with the

seven lights have been variously pictured as the church (see Rev 1).  The oil for the light is pictured as the Holy
Spirit.  The bread is seen as the representation of Jesus as the bread of life.  There were twelve loaves representing



the twelve tribes of Israel.  Within the inner sanctuary (the Holy of Holies) was the incense altar which represents
the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  We find also the ark with the manna (heavenly bread) of which Jesus is the true
Bread from Heaven.  The staff that had budded shows God’s ability to bring new life to that which is dead.  The
tables of the law pointed to the engraving that will be done on our hearts of the character of God.  These also are
the words given by God and point to the Logos of which Jesus is the Word or perfect revelation of God.  The
purpose of the ministry of Jesus was to bring glory to the Father as represented by the cherubim over the mercy
seat.  This covering for the ark is referred to the place of atonement of which Jesus provided an everlasting
atonement for the sin of the world.  The blood which the high priest took into the Holy of Holies pointed to the
shed blood of Christ by which the atonement was effected.  

8 ¶ The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle
was still standing. 9  This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear
the conscience of the worshipper.  10  They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings--external regulations
applying until the time of the new order.

 The Psalmist in Ps 97:2 saw that cloud and thick darkness surrounded the throne of God and represented
the foundation of righteousness and justice.  In the Tabernacle, the veil hid the place of God’s dwelling.  The veil
protected the worshipers from the unshielded presence of a holy and righteous God.  The protection was needed
since the worshipers were not inwardly justified by the ceremonial rituals of the old system of animal sacrifices.  11 
When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12  He did not enter by means of
the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained
eternal redemption.

[The KJV reads “good things to come” which might imply that these are still in the future.  However, the
NIV is likely more correct in that we now benefit from the good things provided by the atonement of Jesus Christ. ]
The earthly Tabernacle and all the ceremonies were but a foreshadowing of that which Christ would do in the
heavenly Tabernacle using His own blood to redeem us.

13  The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean. 14  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
Those things in the Old Testament were physical pictures of the spiritual truth that are manifested in the

New Testament.  The physical rites worked on the external appearances while the spiritual work of Jesus provided
a means for removing guilt and enabling us to enter into the Most Holy Place.  We are now justified and clothed
with a robe of righteousness by the blood of Jesus and this provides a safe entry to the presence of the righteous and
holy God.

15 ¶ For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now
that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
The covenant which we have as a result of the work of Jesus provides a once-for-all and eternal

redemption, therefore, it is superior to the old covenant.
16  In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17  because a will is in force only when somebody has
died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 
The covenant is compared to a will a person might write to be enacted when he or she dies.  Such a

document has no power until the death of the grantor of the will.
18  This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19  When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the
law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all
the people. 20  He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep." 21  In the same way, he sprinkled
with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22  In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
In the same way, the salvation covenants of the old testament and the new testament had to have a death

associated with them for them to be valid or to be in effect.  In the “old” the death was substitutionary in that an
animal was killed and its death was “proven” by the blood which was sprinkled on the things used in the
ceremonies.  The idea of substitutionary death was seen in the Garden of Eden when God killed an animal to
provide a covering for Adam and Eve.  It was also clearly seen in the situation where Abraham was tested to offer
up Isaac and God provided an animal sacrifice instead.  In the case of the “new” we again find God providing a
sacrifice to validate the covenant.  This time the sacrifice is God Himself in the person of Jesus.  

23 ¶ It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these. 24  For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven
itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.
The drama of Tabernacle rites was played out before the people time after time to teach them God’s plan

of salvation that would be revealed in Jesus Christ.  The sprinkled blood and water used to sanctify the vessels in



the place of worship point to the blood of Jesus that makes us pure and holy temples for the dwelling of God
through the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Himself continually appears before God the Father and as we are in Him, then we
too are continually in His presence.

25  Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that
is not his own. 26  Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all
at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27  Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,
28  so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting for him.
“It is finished” was the cry from the cross and the end of the sacrificial system came when the perfect

sacrifice was made for the sin of the world.  Since it was perfect, it does not have to be repeated and if we have
entered into that perfect salvation, then we have been saved from a life of sin because we have a new life source
within us that does not continue to sin.  Therefore, we have no need of another sacrifice to be made on our behalf. 

HEBREWS 10
10:1 ¶ The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-- not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same
sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2  If it could, would they not have stopped being
offered?
We can argue that animal sacrifices are imperfect and this imperfection was recognized by both God and

man.  God recognized it since the system call for the sacrifices to be repeated year after year.  For the worshipers
would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 

3  But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, 4  because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
The people also recognized the imperfection of animal sacrifices in that they did not find relief from the

guilt of sins.  They also discovered that such rites and rituals did nothing to counteract the power of sin in their
lives.  Therefore, sin remained in a position of dominance over the people.

Many people in the church are operating under a great burden of guilt.  The reasons for such guilt is that
there is continuing sins in their lives.  If that is the case, then they are lacking in their salvation.  Either they have
never been born again (having only joined a church), they have unconfessed sin in their lives, or they are not
trusting God to do what He said He would in providing forgiveness for confessed sins. 

5  Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me;  6 with
burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.  7 ¶ Then I said, `Here I am--it is written about me in the scroll--I have come to do
your will, O God.'"
The passage quoted from Ps 40:6 “a body you prepared for me” is rendered there as “my ears you have

pierced.”  The pierced ear was a mark of a slave.  In combining the two thoughts we find that the “body” prepared
was that of a bond servant that stood willing and able to do the bidding of the master.  That is exactly what Jesus
did in His earthly ministry and it is exactly what God calls us to do.  What God wants is the complete and total
surrender of you and me.  He wants us to become willing servants who know the desires and wishes of the Master. 
If that were the total story, then we would be left in the same situation as the people under the old covenant. 
However, God not only calls us to do His will, He also empowers us by the very life of Jesus within us to make His
wishes our reality.  

8  First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although
the law required them to be made). 9  Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second.
10  And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
It is not by religious observances or activity in church programs that we are pleasing to God.  We may find

that we are substituting church busy-ness for a meaningful personal relationship with God that hinges on doing His
will.  (If you love Me, you will keep My commands.  Jn 14:15) God’s will is that we be holy even as He is holy. 
(1Peter 1:16) Since that was not within our own power to accomplish, He provided Himself to initiate and complete
the work of sanctification in us.

11  Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins. 12  But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. 
Not only did the sacrificial system which offered animals serve to point to God’s ultimate plan, it also

testifies as to the inadequacy of what mankind can do for himself regarding salvation.  
13  Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, 14  because by one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those who
are being made holy. 15  The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16  "This is the covenant I will make with them after
that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds." 17  Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless
acts I will remember no more." 18  And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.
How will God’s enemies be made his footstool?  The enemies of God seek to thwart what God is doing

with regard to creating man in His image.  When the devil could not overthrow God in Heaven, then he attacked



God’s creation and sought to establish his kingdom over the prize creation of God.  The ability of the devil to carry
out his war against God has been taken away since the sacrifice Jesus made enables mankind to be transformed
into the image of God.  This is not accomplished by the outward keeping of ordinances but by having the principles
implanted in their hearts. 

19 ¶ Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20  by a new and living way opened
for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22  let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed
with pure water. 
Our confidence to enter the Most Holy Place is because we are in Christ.  Christ entered with His own

blood which provided the atonement for sin.  Thus the way through the veil or curtain that separated us from God
is made because Jesus entered in and we are in Him.  Our confidence is in the righteousness of Christ and not our
own righteousness.  

23  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24  And let us consider how we may spur one another
on towards love and good deeds. 25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
The promises of God going back to the start of His dealing with mankind form the hope for us.  This hope

is personified in Jesus Christ.  In Chapter 6 of Hebrews we are told that we have this hope as an anchor of the soul,
firm and secure.  Now we are told to hold steadfast the profession (confession) of that hope.  If we lose hope, then
our faith becomes without direction .  We'll see later that faith is the substance of things hoped for.  If we have no
hope then our faith becomes academic and not practical.

As we put our hope into words and share these hopes with others, we provide encouragement for a variety
of people.   Many people do not know what they want or where they want to go until they hear about the
possibilities.  As we share our vision of God's hope and how He is working in our individual life, others will want
to buy into that vision.  They will be encouraged and the Kingdom of God will be strengthened.  This sharing of
vision and experience is a good reason for meeting together regularly so that all may be encouraged.  Those that do
not have this sort of support system may drift away and lose the vision and the hope, and then faith wavers.

26  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27  but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 
Jesus is God’s only provision for salvation.  If we reject what God has for us in Christ and are living our

lives the way we always did hoping for a way of salvation that allows us to continue in our old nature, then we have
nothing to which to look forward except the judgment that comes from the “law of sin and death.” 

28  Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29  How much more severely do
you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?
Just as the sacrifice of God’s Son is superior to all the animal sacrifices and God’s new covenant is

superior to the old covenant; we find that the consequences of rejecting God better provision are more serious.  
30  For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." 31  It is a dreadful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God.
We rejoice in the goodness and grace of God.  However, we must not forget to tremble in the holiness and

wrath of God.  If we do not trust God, then we cannot escape the judgement that has to come upon sin.
32  Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 
33  Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.
34  You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves
had better and lasting possessions. 
The early Christians did not find the world around them very friendly to their faith.  Throughout the

centuries there have been struggles for those who walked according to the teachings of Jesus.  There is suffering
being endured today by many who would resist the rising tide of evil in the world. In some parts of the world there
is organized repression from governmental sources.  In our country, the opposition is also organized by certain
groups that have special interests in getting rid of constraints.  The opposition comes in ridicule in the media of
anything that is Christian in nature.  The people of the first and second centuries found physical abuse, public
insult, had property confiscated.  This still happens in Muslim countries.  They had stood firm knowing that what
they had in Christ Jesus was superior to anything that might be lost in material things and that the joy of being
with the Lord was worth any temporary suffering that they might have to endure in the meantime.

35  So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of
God, you will receive what he has promised. 37  For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38  But my
righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 39  But we are not of those who shrink back and
are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.
The characteristic of a Christian is that he is not going to give up.  We need to persevere in doing the will

of God.  We don't just toss away our confidence. So many times we set goals in life and after a couple of set backs



we come to the conclusion that maybe the goal wasn't right.  The rightness or wrongness of our goals does not
depend on the bumpiness of the road that leads to the goal.  If we set our destination based only on the smoothness
of the road, there is no telling where we will wind up.  Paths of least resistance go downhill--wrong direction!  In
this passage we see a quote from the Old Testament about a principle that never changes...the necessity of faith in
being pleasing to God:  "The just shall live by faith." That particular passage was key in the reformation movement
of Martin Luther. He saw living by faith as the "missing ingredient" in the religious practice of his day.  It is not
ritual or even works of righteous--it is faith that is essential.  The early Christians were encouraged to be of the
faith group rather than those that turn back from following God.

HEBREWS 11
11:1 ¶ Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Faith is said to be the "substance" and the "certainty" of the things hoped for.  Earlier we saw the

admonition to hold on to our hope.  Hope is related to that which God has promised.  Therefore, faith is directed
toward something more than "wishful thinking", it is based on the promises of God.  You've heard of blind faith --
there is nothing scriptural about blind faith.  Faith is related to something or someone.  What if I said that I believe
that one million dollars is going to drop out of the ceiling at 10:45 this morning?  On what would such a belief to
be based?  Did someone in whom I have confidence tell me that was going to happen?  Did I put the money up
there?  If the answer is "no" in both cases, then my belief based on nothing and it presumption and not faith.

The other side of that picture is that if someone told me that he had put the money in the ceiling and had a
trap door with timer and I believed it, then I would to be exercising faith based on that person's word.  If I did not
believe, then that would to be doubt. Faith is bounded on one side by doubt and on the other side by presumption. 

2  This is what the ancients were commended for.
The examples of righteous men and women in the Old Testament were those who were faithful--those

who believed God.
3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
The question of faith goes back to the creation.  Did the universe "just happen" or was it created at God's

command?  This is the starting point--it is also a significant stumbling block to many people who have much
difficulty getting past this one point.  The existence of God as evidenced in the universe is a pretty convincing
argument that God IS.  We may not to be able to know a lot about Him from this but we can certainly see that He
IS.  The progressive revelation of God to us is hindered if we fail to respond to each of the many ways which He
reveals Himself to us. 

4 ¶ By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his
offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.
When we walk in obedience to what God has revealed to us, then we validate our faith as being genuine. 

Obedience is the proof that we believe what God has said.  If we believe God, then He declares us to be righteous. 
It worked that way for Abel, for Abraham, and it works that way for us.  The testimony of faithfulness does not end
with our physical demise but lives on as a witness to others.

5  By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away.
For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
It is difficult to imagine a person being so close to God that he would not experience death.  If we would

simply walk by faith (believing God and acting on that belief), then we will find the favor of God.  He will bless us
in ways that He will choose.  It may not be to “take us away” but God will reward those who walk with Him.

7  By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world
and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
Acting on our belief in what God has revealed to us may cause us to go where no one else has gone. 

Though many are called few will elect to believe God.  Those who do believe then bring judgment on those who
reject God’s means of salvation.  The faith and true church judges the world system for its rejection of Jesus.  If no
one could understand what God was doing, then the responsibility would rest upon God to provide another
revelation of Himself that mankind could comprehend.  However, all can know God through Jesus though all will
not choose to believe.

8  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going. 9  By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.



Abraham was not trusting so much in the promise as he was in the God of the promise.  Except for a
burial plot for Sarah, he never personally owned any of the land God promised to him and his descendants.  He
possessed it by faith and that “substance” eventually became a reality several generations later.  The reality of our
inheritance may not be manifested until we are glorified in the very presence of God, but we possess it now by
faith.

11  By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered
him faithful who had made the promise. 12  And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
Faith in God causes us to not believe the physical limitation we think are there.  God can change the

physical world so that the normal or general occurrences do not happen.  These interventions and interruptions of
what normally happens are called miracles.

13  All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed
them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14  People who say such things show that they are
looking for a country of their own. 15  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 
Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them. 
Abel’s animal sacrifice pointed toward the atonement that Jesus would provide, Enoch’s walk with God

was a preview of the millennial reign of Christ, Noah’s ark provided safety from the judgment of God on a sinful
world that we find by being in Christ, Abraham ownership of the land is an example to us of our coming
inheritance in Christ, Isaac was the son of promise and pointed to the coming of Jesus who would inherit all
things, and in Jacob becoming Israel we see the change that God effects in the believer through the work of the
Holy Spirit.  Though these did not physically live to see the fulfillment in the promises, they will receive them in
eternity as will we who are faithful and have our focus on eternal value rather than temporal things.

17  By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one
and only son, 18  even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  19  Abraham reasoned that
God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 
When we think God’s word to us contradicts itself, then it is because we are thinking of things in human

terms.  How could Isaac be the son through whom all the promised descendants would come if Abraham sacrificed
him on the altar?  Abraham concluded that the only way would be through a miracle of God restoring life to the
child.  When it seems that God’s word contradicts, then we should look for the miracle to see what God will do.

20  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.
Though Isaac blessed Jacob thinking Jacob was Esau, the blessing was done in faith that the outcome

would be as he pronounced.  The blessing Isaac latter gave to Esau was only of temporal things and did not involve
things of eternity.

21  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshipped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 
Jacob set the younger (Ephraim) before the elder (Manasseh) in the same way God had chosen him over

his elder brother.  The blessing was given in anticipation of the descendants of these leaving Egypt to eventually
inhabit the promised land.

22  By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 
Though Joseph could not see how his countrymen could leave Egypt, he knew it would happen because of

the promises of God.  Faith is believing and acting upon the word of God in spite of our understand of how it might
happen.  

23  By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not
afraid of the king's edict.

 If every parent had a vision that God would use their child to do great things, then their faith would lead
them to lead the child in a knowledge of God so the person could discover God’s will for his life.  The edicts of the
world system condemn us to mediocrity and obscurity rather than to greatness. 

24  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25  He chose to be ill-treated along with
the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater
value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Because Moses had caught the vision of the promises of God to make a great nation his people he was

sensitive to the leading of God to follow Him rather than that which the world offered.  The rewards of the world
are only temporal but the blessings God promises are for all eternity.

27  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.
The apparent reason Moses left Egypt the first time was that he was afraid of Pharaoh.  In this verse we

find that Moses had a greater fear of not being able to fulfill God’s call upon his life unless he left.
28  By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.
The act of sprinkling blood on a door post so that the house may be protected is an act of faith that goes

beyond human reason.  All the other things mentioned relative to the life of Moses seem to be things one might do



after having thought about possible outcomes.  For the blood to protect the firstborn of each family would require a
miracle.

29  By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 
Another miracle was provided as the people went forward in faith through the water that separated them

from the enemy.  
30  By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days. 31  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because
she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. 
Nothing but a miracle could explain the outcome of the march around Jericho.  With Rahab the results of

her faith could be argued to be a reasonable outcome of a reward for her help.  So we see that sometimes our faith
is stretched beyond what is possible in the human realm so that a miracle is needed.  Let us not falter to trust God
even when we cannot see a way clear.

32 ¶ And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33 
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34  quenched
the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and
routed foreign armies.  36  Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.
If we need examples of faithful men and women to inspire us and to encourage us to be faithful, then we

have plenty examples in the Word of God.  We can turn to the word when we are down and our faith is faltering. 
We can turn to the Source of our faith in times of prayer to seek the help we need to be faithful even when we are
discouraged.  We gain confidence in knowing that God never changes.  As He helped His faithful one in the past so
will He help those who are faithful today.

HEBREWS 12
12:1 ¶ Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance*  the race marked out for us.  (*KJV uses the word “patience.”)
I used to think that the witnesses referred to in this passage were like spectators watching the race that we

are in and we should be careful to not disappoint them.  That probably is not the right picture.  The witnesses are,
of course, those people mentioned in the previous chapter of Hebrews and others like them.  What they witnessed
was the fact that faith in God is the most certain surety in the world.  They exercised their faith in God by being
faithful and they could testify (give witness) of the rightness of trusting in God. Having their witness of the success
of these that were faithful should encourage us to prepare for and run the race that is before us.  Part of that
preparation is to be properly dressed for the occasion.  Runners need to be unencumbered and not wear something
that would trip them up or slow them down.  In the race of life, the encumbrances are sins that we carry around (or
those that we are attached to).  We are told to "throw off" these things.  If we are told to do it, then we must
conclude we have the power (ability) to do just that.  God will not require that for which He does not empower.

We are told here that we are to run the race with patience.  Most people think of patience as being a
passive thing--just sitting around waiting but having a good attitude about it. A lot of people sit around and wait
and do NOT have a good attitude and we call them "impatient".  But they both sit around and wait.  That
interpretation of patience will not win a race for you.  The English word that is closer to the meaning in the
original language is perseverance which is the ability to stick to the job until it is done. This requires commitment. 
Commitment grows out of discipline and vice versa.  Commitment feeds on discipline which creates more
discipline.  You mix the two together and both will grow.

2  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
We can be assured that faithfulness and perseverance and faith really work when we have obstacles on our

racetrack of life by looking at what happened to Jesus.  Talk about obstacles--look at the cross.  Was the goal (the
prize for winning the race) of enough significance (value) to justify going through the obstacles?  He was looking
at the redemption of mankind--restoring the purposes of God that were being thwarted because of sin.  That was
the joy that was set before Him.  It just may be that the reason we see so little disciplined commitment is that
people have goals that are really not worth the hassle for going through the inevitable obstacles that will be there. 
This is a matter of setting priorities in determining what you will expend your energies on.  If we get involved in a
lot of low value goals, then we have little reason for seeing them through with discipline and commitment.  What
happens is that we spend valuable time and effort that could otherwise be spent on something more worthwhile,
something that would bring out discipline and commitment (perseverance).

3  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
Jesus put up with a lot of resistance from people in authoritative positions.  It is one thing when you get

contradicted by the village idiot--it is something else when the accepted experts contradict you.  Are you going to



continue to believe what you believe even when the experts say that you are wrong?  If you have a higher authority
on which to rely, then you have basis for sticking to your beliefs.  Jesus had a message from His Father.  This same
type of resistance faced the leaders in the early church.  Peter and John were arrested and told to stop preaching in
the name of Jesus.  Their response was simply a question that they asked of the religious leaders of that day: 
"Should we obey God or man?"

4 ¶ In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5  And you have forgotten that word of
encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6  because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."
At the time of the writing of this letter to the Hebrews, people were beginning to turn away from

Christianity because of opposition and persecution.    The challenge put to these people was to consider if the price
they were paying was anything compared to what Jesus did for them.  He suffered and died for us--we haven't
resisted to the point of losing even one drop of blood.

A very helpful way to view the hardships of life is to see if these are learning opportunities to grow and to
put behind us the things in our life that keep us from reaching our goals.  Such hardships are possibly the means of
disciplining us to develop the strength and confidence for accomplishing greater things. If we were just allowed to
drift and not be challenged to grow, then either God would be a negligent Father or we would already be perfect. 
How we respond to discipline affects the Father-child relationship we have with God. 

7  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8  If you are not disciplined
(and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9  Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10  Our fathers
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11  No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it. 
Apparently, those who received this letter were complaining about their situation in life.  Just as we tell

our children that we must limit them in what they are allowed to do, we should expect God to provide necessary
limits for our own good.  These limits are not just for our protection, but also for our growth.  We send children to
school to learn--they would rather play.  However, because we make them endure the disciplined life for a certain
period of time they reap the benefits later in life.  What God is trying to do for us is much more important that
formal education.  He wants us to be partakers in His holiness--to be like Him. 

12  Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees! 13  "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but
rather healed. 
We should be encouraged rather than discouraged when we see challenge before us.  How do we face life? 

When something unexpected comes up that get in our way, do we respond with slumped shoulder and a” let's just
give up” attitude or do we rise to that challenge and throw our shoulders back and have a “let's go get 'em”
attitude?  We need to do the second option and encourage others to do so.  If we give up we will influence others to
do so.  If we press on, in spite of the obstacles, then others will also be influenced to do so. 

14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no-one will see the Lord. 15  See to it that no-one
misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.
If our objective is to please God and to bear fruit for the Kingdom, then we are more likely to do that if we

are not at odds with other people.  We will not easily win a person to Christ by belligerent arguments.    We also
cannot expect to be effective in leading others to know Jesus unless our lives are exemplary.   Without living out
the implanted purity that is Jesus, then we deny our salvation and miss the rewards of eternity spend in the
presence of God.  If we fail to be cognizant of the grace of God, then we can slip into thinking we deserve this or
that.  The truth is that all we deserve is judgment but in His grace, God has paid our penalty for sin.  If we believe
we deserve certain things and these things do not happen, then we will develop unhealthy attitudes.  

16  See that no-one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 
Afterwards, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though he
sought the blessing with tears.
Sexual immorality is compared with what Esau did in selling his birthrights for a bowl of beans.  Why

would any Christian trade the walk he has with God for the momentary pleasure an illicit sexual encounter might
bring.  

18 ¶ You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19  to a trumpet
blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20  because they could not
bear what was commanded: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned." 21  The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, "I
am trembling with fear."
God is taking us from the physical to the spiritual as we grow in Him.  His revelation of Himself is not

confined to physical manifestation that inspire awe in the observers and reverence from the life and death
significance of our response to Him.  Even the things Moses witnessed on the mountain were insufficient to show



how great God really is.
22  But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands
of angels in joyful assembly, 23  to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all
men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, 24  to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a
better word than the blood of Abel. 
The picture of the awesomeness of God is now a heavenly spiritual picture that show Him in the midst of a

great spiritual city inhabited by angel who rejoice to be in the presence of God.  Also present in the praised-filled
gathering are the saint of God who have been redeemed.  We see God as more than just the God of a nation of
Hebrews but as the God of all mankind.  We see Him as more than just Creator but also as Savior and Lord of all. 

25  See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much
less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised,
"Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 27  The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken-
-that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29  for our "God is a consuming fire." 
We have such a greater revelation of God in that we know He is over all and not just limited to our time

and place.  We realized that He and He alone is the One with Whom we must be concerned for all time and
eternity.  Because of this greater revelation we have a greater responsibility to obey what He says.  

HEBREWS 13
13:1  ¶ Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2  Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels
without knowing it. 3  Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves
were suffering. The practical outworking of our knowledge of God and our relationship with Him is an overflow of love and care
for people.  We must not forget those who are in trouble but reach out to help them.  4  Marriage should be honoured by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
If we ignore God’s plan for relationships of women and men, then we will not only suffer for it  but will

cause the lives others to be negatively affected.  
5  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never
will I forsake you." 6  So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" 
We sing, “He’s all I need” and yet we behave as if materialism is the most important thing in our lives. 

Things (material wealth) can disappear overnight but God’s presence and His love for us is steadfast and sure. 
Therefore, put your trust in that which does not change.

7  Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8  Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.  9a  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings.
We must be careful to not take our ques from worldly role models.  It is  good to have Christian leaders

who can inspire us and our youth to be better than the norm and to aspire to excellence.  It is better to pattern our
lives after what we see in the life of Christ.  However, the best is to have Jesus as our life, living in us.

9b  It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 10  We
have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11  The high priest carries the blood of animals into the
Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make
the people holy through his own blood. 13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore.
Many of us in the church are too focused on the rituals and rites and ceremonies rather than seeing these

things are types and teaching of the true character of God and his plan of salvation for our lives.  We need to get
past the outward form of religion and focus on Jesus Who has made the way open for us to come into the presence
of God.  When we see ourselves in unity with Jesus, then we are not bothers with the rejection of the world. 

14  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.
Just as the Children of Israel found themselves to be aliens in Egypt we must come to see ourselves as

aliens in this world.
15  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16  And do not
forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 17  Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.
They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of
no advantage to you. 
Since we are not part of this world system (both secular and religious), then our worship is not with

animal sacrifice but with confession of our very lives that are put on the altar (present your bodies a living
sacrifice).  Our interaction with each other is not to be as the world behaves (looking out for No. 1) but love people
as Jesus did.  Our interaction with those in leadership is not to be with the rebellion that characterizes the world’s
way of operation but with submission to those who are in authority.

18 ¶ Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honourably in every way. 19  I particularly urge you to
pray so that I may be restored to you soon.
All Christians need to pray for their leaders (as well as for each other).  When our leadership is in jail for

doing what is right, then all of us need to rally around them and not abandon them.  As the world goes deeper in



depravity and laws are passed which protect the depravity, then those would oppose this degradation will find
themselves at odds with the laws of the secular society in which we live.

20  May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
of the sheep, 21  equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
God does not call us to a task that He does not empower us to preform.  We were saved for a purpose

(work that is to be done).  As we do this work to which we are called, then we want to do it in such a way that God
is glorified through the Son by what He does in us.

22  Brothers, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written you only a short letter. 23  I want you to know that our
brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 24  Greet all your leaders and all God's people.
Those from Italy send you their greetings. 25  Grace be with you all. 
We are bombarded with communication from various sources.  Most of what we receive is not read nor

listened to.  One of our responsibilities is to prioritize what we will read and that to which we will pay attention. 
The word of God should always have the top priority in our lives.


