
 PAY ATTENTION 
 Hebrews 2:1-4 
 
 Is anybody paying attention to what is happening in the world?  I don’t know how many 
times in the past decade I have asked that question.  If you watch any of the “man or woman on 
the street” interviews on TV, you get the impression that many if not most people are clueless 
and they are completely comfortable with their lack of awareness of what is going on around 
them.  Many could be described as just drifting through life and with no sense of purpose other 
than to “do what feels good” or to “get something for nothing.”   
 There are predictable outcomes of such behavior and these may range from reaping the 
consequences of just going with the flow and being guided by feelings and greed.  For example, 
comfort foods can lead to obesity, stimulants can lead to addictions and serious health 
consequences, and uncontrolled passions can destroy relationships.  Unrestrained greed can lead 
to crimes and the consequences that come with such life choices.  
 On the other hand, there are people who are extremely successful because they do pay 
attention and have goals in life.  Many of these are focused on materialism, fame, and popularity.  
Others may be focused and dedicated to a sense of control of whatever is in their sphere of 
influence.  This would indicate that having the correct goals is also important.   
 We can find many guides, rules, regulations, and even civil and criminal laws that 
provide direction and help in the way we live.  These are usually designed to improve our 
chances of success from a physical world point of view.  If we neglect or ignore these man-made 
guides, then our chances of success are diminished.   
 If we now add the reality of the spiritual realm, we find that even fewer are “paying 
attention” to what is going on there.  If we experience the negative consequences of neglecting 
the proven methodologies for success in our physical lives, how much more serious will be the 
consequences of being oblivious to the eternal spiritual reality.   
 Someone recently observed that the human condition is much like the weather in that it 
appears that random happenings produce turbulence and chaos in both.  That may be true for the 
weather, but it does not need to be the case for our lives.  Just think, what would a world be like 
if everyone were to be disciplined and exercised self control.  What would happen if families and 
communities, schools, businesses, towns, cities, etc. would know and have bought into the idea 
of doing the right things for the right reasons?  
 I would predict (based on Deuteronomy 28) that any group that does the right things for 
the greater good of the group (for the right reasons) could expect to be successful, prosperous, 
healthy and even happy.  We already know that when such practices are neglected or ignored the 
results are characterized by failure, poverty, sickness and sadness.  We really do need to “pay 
attention” and that starts with listening.   
 
Listen – 2:1 
1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  
Hebrews 2:1 (NASB95) 
 In the first chapter of Hebrews we see that God’s revelation of Himself has been 
progressive and that it finally culminated in the ultimate revelation of Himself in Christ Jesus.  
We can go back even earlier than the prophets in whom God had spoken and see that the process 
of God interacting with mankind was in effect from the very beginning.  
 If we follow the theme of making our arguments from the lesser to the greater, then we 
can say that neglect of physical principles produces undesirable results.  It would follow that 



adding to that neglect of spiritual principles and ignorance of these realities produce even worse 
consequences.  If we go back to the time before the Flood, we read about the condition of the 
world that basically ignored spiritual reality and had a flawed world view.  We find the following 
descriptions in the sixth chapter of Genesis: 
 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  
God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.  So God said to 
Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going 
to destroy both them and the earth.” 
 Following the Flood, mankind began to be more overtly concerned with spiritual things 
as evidenced by the Tower of Babel in which an erroneous man-devised approach was taken to 
obtain and experience spirituality.  This resulted in God’s judgment which ended in disunity 
among the people and a scattering of the people from the centralized mega city in the area 
around the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.   
 Not long after that, God chose Abram and that began a process by which God would 
reveal Himself more clearly by specific revelations to the descendants of Abraham through Isaac 
and Israel by various messengers.  The people of Israel were living under the law that was 
delivered by messengers (prophets and spiritual beings) in whom God spoke.  Those messages 
were binding and disobedience was punished as God continued to reveal His nature and 
character in various ways and in numerous occasions.   
 All this was in preparation for the ultimate revelation of Himself in the person of Jesus 
the Christ.  Now, in Christ, we have been given the clearest possible message and it is the final 
one.  No other means of salvation will ever be developed.  There is no need for us to look for 
some other way or wait for a newer method – this is it.  If we neglect God’s final provision, then 
there is no escape.  
 The danger is that as we go through life we can get so caught up in just physical survival 
and the day-to-day routineness of living that we miss the provisions of what God has for us 
simply because of not paying attention.  The danger of living life in such a way that we just go 
with the flow is twofold.  First, the flow is downhill and it takes some effort and involvement to 
go against the current of the world.  If “downhill” is the desired destination, then that may be 
OK.   The second danger is that we can slip out of the main stream of what God is doing and get 
caught up in an eddy that just has us going around in circles and is really going nowhere.   
 
The Peril of Neglect – 2:2-3a 
2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?   Hebrews 2:2–3a (NASB95) 
 Does it really make any difference if we do things God’s way or follow some other path?  
We can go back to the earliest days of mankind.  Those who ignored or did not pay attention to 
what God revealed about Himself in creation (general revelation) from the time of the fall to the 
time of Noah were held responsible for their wickedness.  That accountability was in the form of 
the Flood out of which only Noah and his family were preserved.   
 In the tenth generation after Noah through the line of his son Shem we find God’s call of 
Abraham through whom God would bring into being the nation of Israel.  It was through this 
nation that God would provide a specific revelation of Himself through various prophets and by 
angelic beings who would occasionally bring messages to people.   
 So much of the historical account of the nation of Israel was about the consequence of 
their failure to be obedient either by neglect or by willful rebellion against God.  Even the failure 
to observe the laws related to the observance of Sabbath years was dealt with by the seventy 



years of exile in Babylon.  There was strict accountability for transgressions and disobedience.   
 As we saw in the first chapter of Hebrews, the culmination of this revelation process 
came about as God Himself came in human form in the person of Jesus Christ.  In Christ, God 
revealed a greater salvation than had been available under the law.  How was it different?   
 In the Old Testament, salvation that was promised in the law was understood to be 
essentially “deliverance from their enemies and from untimely death.”  There were also promises 
of temporal blessings as seen in Deuteronomy 28.  There was also a blessing of having access to 
the precepts and principles of what was pleasing to God through the written word.   
 Because of our knowledge of the “greater salvation” in Christ, we have a tendency to 
think that a passage such as Psalm 23:6 (I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever) is a 
reference to the promise of heaven.  Matthew Henry commented that what is likely meant is “I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord for as long as I live.”  This interpretation would be consistent 
with the parallel construction of these verses in which an idea is presented in two different ways.  
The first part of verse six says “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the day of my 
life.”  The second part of verse six would then be an alternate way of expressing the same idea.  
Therefore, “for ever” would be parallel to “all the days of my life.”   
 This greater salvation we have in Christ includes the benefits of what was understood in 
the Old Testament but also had the forgiveness of sins, the promise of heaven, glory and eternal 
life as well as the grace of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  In addition to all this, the 
benefit of having the law, precepts and principles being written on our hearts is invaluable.  
 Not only are we given a fuller understanding of all that salvation encompasses, but we are 
also privileged to have the communication of that truth come to us by God in the flesh.  Why 
would such great benefits and the special delivery of that salvation message be ignored or 
neglected by anyone?  The implication of “how shall we escape” is that there are consequences if 
these provisions are neglected.   
 Some commentators assert that the use of the word “we” in verse three is evidence that 
the writer is addressing his remarks to those who were already saved or born again.  Lawrence O. 
Richards in The Bible Reader Companion, however, states the following:   

In the Greek sentence the “we” is emphasized. The author is not speaking of Christians, but the present 
generation, which has heard the message of “such a great salvation” announced by the Lord. In O.T. times 
those who received the Law and disobeyed it were punished. Today those who ignore the Gospel are lost. 

It is fairly well established that this letter was written before the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 
70.  Many who heard the message proclaimed by Christ rejected it and were still living in 
Jerusalem and some of them were guilty of persecuting those who did believe.  We could easily 
make a case that the writer of this letter had those Hebrews in mind who were destined to not 
escape in the coming destruction by the Romans.  Admittedly, the writer did not specify the 
nature of the retribution.  Don Carson (The New Bible Commentary) noted that “The judgment 
facing those who turn their backs on Christ must be greater than any punishment experienced by 
Israel in Old Testament times.”  If he is correct, then the description that we find in Matthew 
24:21 would fit what would happen in A.D. 70 when Jerusalem and the temple were completely 
destroyed.   

“For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now— and never to 
be equaled again.” 

 If it were the case that he was addressing those who were believers and was encouraging 
them to not be unfaithful, the retribution was obviously not referring to eternity in hell or to the 
devastation described in Matthew 24:21.   
 The warning surely must have had an impact on Jewish believers also. Turning back to 



Judaism would have involved neglect of salvation. 
 Question: Is it possible for a person who has been born again to neglect his or her 
salvation?  Yes!  We do it all the time.  What are some consequences of “neglecting the 
provisions of our salvation?”  We miss out on many of the blessings that God wants us to have.  
We do not grow and mature spiritually.  We may suffer because of silly mistakes that we would 
never make if we were walking with the Lord.  We will also undergo severe discipline designed 
to bring us into the path that God intends for us.  It is difficult to argue that this is worse than 
what those of the past age suffered for their disobedience.   
 There is an interesting example in Numbers 14:17-18 that may shed some light on the 
consequences of neglecting the provision that God has provided for us as his people.  As Moses 
was interceding for the Israelites, he recited the very description that God used concerning 
Himself.  Moses reminded God that He is long-suffering (slow to anger), has great mercy, 
forgiving sin and rebellion.  Yet God does not let the guilty escape unpunished.  Does this seem 
inconsistent to you?  Listen to it again:  God is a forgiving God, yet the guilty do not go 
unpunished.  
 Let’s use an example of something that we might better understand.  For example, if a 
child is told that he must not do a particular thing or he will lose a privilege and he then proceeds 
to do the forbidden act, you may do several things:   

1) just ignore that he disobeyed and give him his privilege,  
2) refuse to have anything to do with the child or constantly remind him that he 
disobeyed and treat him shabbily,  
3) make sure that he doesn't get the promised privilege but show him the same 
kind of love and concern as if he had been obedient.   

 Avoiding the issue is the way most people would like to handle the problem which is the 
opposite of true, caring love.  The second suggestion of refusing to have anything to do with the 
child is clearly unforgiveness in action.  The third method is forgiveness with discipline and this 
is what is meant by God being “forgiving yet not letting the guilty go unpunished.” 
 
Truth Verified – 2:3b-4 
3b After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying 
with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own 
will.  Hebrews 2:3b–4 (NASB95) 
 How easy it is to change what we have believed for many years?  Consider first the 
twelve disciples that were with Jesus for several years during His earthly ministry.  They 
witnessed first hand the signs and wonders and miracles.  They still had some difficulty even 
after the Resurrection in “believing” or accepting what was related to them by others.   
 The writer and readers of this letter were not part of this original group but had heard the 
account from those who were actually there and, not surprisingly, they needed confirmation that 
what they were being told was the truth.  The confirmation came through those who had received 
gifts of the Holy Spirit that results in signs, wonders and various miracles.  This confirmation 
was said to be God testifying along side of the Apostles.  As the Apostles related the truth of the 
gospel message, God gave the “amen” to the message.   
 The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Walvood and Zuck) points out that the writer saw 
these signs, wonders, and miracles as the powers of the “age to come” (Gk. aion) as stated in 
Hebrews 6:5.  However, in Hebrews 2:5 we find mention of the “coming inhabited world” (Gk. 
oikoumene) as being in subjection to Christ as opposed to being in subjection to angels.  Whether 
this was a deliberate differentiation intended by the use of two different Greek words or an 



equivalence is hard to know.  John Gill sees that the “coming inhabited world” is a reference to 
the “gospel-church” of which Christ is the Head.  This may raise a question of “what difference 
does it make?”   
 Consider that we learned from our study of chapter one that, according to Hebrew 
thought, in reckoning “time” that all time was divided into the “past age” and the “age to come.”  
If the Cross is the dividing line between the two, then we are living in the “age to come” or what 
has been called the final days.  Also, if the “coming inhabited world” is a reference to the 
“gospel-church” of which we are now participating, then why are we not still seeing 
confirmation of the gospel message with signs, wonders and miracles?  Some commentaries 
make the argument that such miracles were relegated to the time before the New Testament 
account was completed and we no longer need such confirmation and/or the “age to come” or 
“coming inhabited world” is a reference to the millennial kingdom when Christ returns.  Others 
have suggested that the reason is that the present day church has become so worldly that we have 
drifted away and neglected the power that God intended for His people in whom His Spirit 
dwells.  In other words, if we don’t believe that miracles are for the church today, then we will 
not have the faith to experience them.  As Paul wrote to the church in Rome, “faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God.”     
 What more could He do to reveal Himself to His creation?  He Himself came to 
personally deliver the message and to demonstrate the effects on our present lives.  He gathered 
together witnesses to confirm what happened and to pass on to others the message.  He validated 
the witness with signs and wonders and miracles and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Is anyone 
paying attention?   


