
THE NEED TO HEED THE LIVING WORD OF GOD

Since Jesus is greater than the prophets and greater than the angels, then what is to be our
response to the message that He brought? 

HEBREWS 2:1-4 Several years ago, the U.S. dollar was being allowed to decline relative
to foreign currencies, some were expressing concern that perhaps it was falling too fast.  A reporter
asked President Reagan if he were concerned and he remarked, rather casually, that he thought it had
fallen enough. Immediately, the trend downward stopped and the price stabilized.  When he spoke,
people listened and reacted even though it was a casual remark.  If it is appropriate that we respond
to what powerful people say, then how much more important that we respond to what the God of
creation says.  Before Jesus came, the people of Israel were living under the law that was delivered
by messengers from God--either human or spiritual.  That message was binding and disobedience was
punished.  Now we have been given the clearest possible message and it is the final one--no other
means of salvation will ever be developed.  There is no need for us to look for some other way or
wait for a newer method--this is it.  If we neglect God's final provision, then there is no escape.  

What more could He do?  He Himself came to personally deliver the message and to
demonstrate the effect on our present lives.  He gathered together witnesses to confirm what
happened and to pass on to others the message.  He validated the witness with signs and wonders and
miracles and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

What God is accomplishing in this salvation is to create a new race that is based not on the
first Adam but on the second Adam (Jesus the Christ). There is a passage in Psalms 8 that says that
God has made man to be a little lower than the angels and has (will) put everything under (in
subjection) to man.  In the creation account we can read that God gave man dominion over all the
earth (Gen 1:29).  In fact, the account in Psalms says, "You made him a little lower than the angels;
You crowned him with glory and honor and put EVERYTHING under his feet.  This promise was
not given to angels.  Why point this out? Some of the Jews thought the spiritual world--the world to
come--where we will spend eternity will be ruled by angels.  Not according to the Scriptures!  We
will judge angel and reign over all things.  Obviously, we have not seen this come to pass as yet even
though it is what God has in store for His children.  Even though we have not seen the fulfillment of
that salvation (what we are being "saved to" as opposed to being "saved from"), there are certain
things that we can see. 

HEBREWS 2:5-9  We see the superiority of Christ to angels in the future hierarchy of rule
in the “world to come.”  We find help in interpreting Psalm 8 with reference to “man” and the “son
of man.”  In the beginning, God placed the dominion of the earth under Adam.  Of course, this rule
was lost to the devil in the fall of mankind.  We see a time coming in which everything will be
restored under the rule of the Son of Man.

It is not man to whom everything is in subjection but it is the “Son of Man;” that is Jesus Who
will have dominion over all things.    Those who are in Christ will reign with Him and will share in
this dominion. It is He Who is crowned with glory and honor because He humbled Himself even unto
death so that we 
might be redeemed and live.

HEBREWS 2:10  Christ is our pioneer--the Captain of our Salvation.  He led the way. Since
He went before us and experienced what we do, He knows our situation.  Also, because He has gone
before us, we can have confidence that we can go on to maturity because He did.  He, on a temporary
basis, was made a little lower than the angels and yet He is now crowned with glory and honor.  It



was necessary for Him to take on human form to redeem us from spiritual death.  He took our death
for us.  

His death had spiritual and physical significance. Though we cannot see (except by faith) the
ultimate victory that is ours in Christ, we can see that He tasted death for everyone.   The spiritual
significance is that He experienced separation from God the Father and in this, He died in our place.
The physical significance was not that His death was a substitute for our physical death but that He
demonstrated that physical death is the end of true life.  Death cannot keep us.  Since He has gone
before us and was resurrected, we can know that this experience is OK.   He showed how totally
(completely, perfectly) human He was when He suffered death.  The purpose was our salvation--our
being able to become what God always intended for us to be--His sons ruling and reigning with Him
throughout all eternity. What a GREAT SALVATION! 

HEBREWS 2:11-13 In His death, Jesus died as a man (same family as those He came to
save).  Since He was sinless, the devil had no authority to do what was done.  Any “son of Adam”
could have been killed with impunity since all these were slaves to sin.  The death of Jesus broke the
legal hold of the devil and also paid the penalty of a spotless sacrifice for the sin of man.

Jesus literally declared God’s name to the Jews and His name was later declared to the rest
of humanity.  The response of those who believe the message is as given in Isaiah 8:17 “And I will
wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.”  The
result of our putting our trust in God through Jesus is summed up in Isa 8:18 “Behold, I and the
children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of
hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.”  We will be in Christ and will dwell with Him forever.

HEBREWS 2:14-16  The descendants of Adam could not redeem themselves since they were
slaves to sin and subject to the evil one.  They had no rights by which to free themselves.  Since Jesus
was born of woman, but not of the seed of Adam, He was not subject to the authority of the devil.
In killing Jesus, the devil was judged to be guilty and his power over mankind broken.  Now those
who have entered into the salvation offered through Christ -- that is, have died to self and have new
life in them -- have been set free from the law of sin and death.  These are now the true descendants
of Abraham and make up the Israel of God.

HEBREWS 2:17-18  Since the work of redemption has been finished, Jesus now functions
as our High Priest in the true tabernacle in the heavens.  Because He was tested in the same fashion
as we are, He understands what it is like to be human.  Therefore, He can help us when we are tested
and tempted and show mercy when we fail.


