
SECURED WITH CONFIDENCE 
Hebrews 4:14-5:6 

 
 Since we live in a world that is full of problems and the problems produce anxiety and 
restlessness which produce more problems, we may find ourselves in situations that are out of 
control and getting worse.  We have seen the hamster wheel in which an animal gets exercise by 
walking (running) on the wheel and sometimes we may get the idea that we may be caught up in 
such a condition.  How do we exit such a “rat race” without letting its momentum turn 
everything upside down?   
 How can we find the needed confidence to jump off the wheel and live a life that has a 
purpose beyond going around (and around) in a never-ending circle of non-productive activity?  
Would such action be called a leap of faith?  What might cause us to take such a leap or step of 
faith?  Think about the story of Peter getting out of a boat in the middle of lake.  Why would he 
think that he could do that?  The simple answer is that he saw Jesus walking on the water and he 
wanted to follow His example.  We could conclude that this was not “blind faith” but faith that 
was based on evidence, but it was still a step of faith.  Was he successful in his attempt to walk 
on water?  We might argue that he was partially successful, but that he needed some help to 
actually do what Jesus did.   
 You might be thinking, “what does this have to do with our study of the letter to the 
Hebrews?”  In the early part of this letter, we saw arguments presented that Jesus was greater 
than the prophets of old and greater than the angels.  In fact, the argument was made that the 
Messiah is God Who came to His Creation to reveal what could be known about Himself.  He is 
the ultimate authority, He is the King who reigns from His throne and is higher than that which 
He created.  Since that is the case, then it is not surprising that He could walk on water.   
 As we go further into this letter to the Hebrews, we find at the end of chapter two and the 
beginning of chapter three the start of a theme that, in addition to Christ showing kingly 
character, He also has priestly character.  As such, He is compared to Moses (of the priestly tribe 
of Levi) and is shown to be superior (have greater glory) than Moses in that Moses was a faithful 
“servant” in God’s house, but Christ fulfilled the role of the faithful “Son” who is over the house 
of which He is also the Builder.   
 Hebrews presents Christ as the ultimate King and the ultimate High Priest.  These two 
positions or offices were the two most important roles in the culture of the Hebrew people.  We 
see these two roles demonstrated in the incident of Peter getting out of the boat.  As Lord and 
King, Jesus has the power and authority to walk on water and as our great High Priest is there to 
assist us when we step out in faith and need help to keep from sinking.  Just as Jesus reached out 
and helped Peter stay on top of the circumstances, Jesus as our High Priest is there for us as we 
step out in faith by doing the work that He has called us to do.   
 
Confidence – 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 
has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:14–16 (NASB95) 
 As we examine the various passages in this letter, it is helpful to separate the five 
warnings included in the letter from the overall main flow of the doctrinal ideas presented.  For 
example, the introduction of Christ being our High Priest starts in 2:17 and continues through 
3:6.  Starting in 3:7 and continuing through 4:13 we see the second warning and that is “we 
should not doubt the sufficiency of God that results in disobedience and causes us to miss out on 



that for which were saved.”  We see a resumption of the theme regarding the priestly role of 
Christ starting in verse 14 of chapter 4 and that continues until verse ten of chapter 5.  The third 
warning starts in 5:11 and continues on through the end of chapter 6 where the priestly ministry 
is picked up again and continues in the following several chapters.     
 The “therefore” at the beginning of verse 4:14 is connected to the first six verses in 
chapter three where we see that God the Son is the High Priest of our confession and is over 
God’s house (the church) of which we are “that house” as evidenced by the confident confession 
that we are the sons of God.  The fact that Jesus has gone before us and is now in the highest 
heaven as our Advocate and can sympathize with us in our problems and struggles since He has 
experienced those same struggles should give us renewed confidence and boldness to step out in 
faith as we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to carry the ministry for which we are saved.   
 The statement that Christ experienced the struggles that we have raises a question with 
regard to Christ being tempted in the same way we are tempted and the fact that He did not sin.  
Did He have less or more of a struggle with temptation than we experience since He did not give 
in to the enticement?  In the Bible Knowledge Commentary, Walvoord and Zuck (Dallas 
Theological Seminary) point out that “It may indeed be argued, and has been, that only One who 
fully resists temptation can know the extent of its force. Thus the sinless One has a greater 
capacity for compassion than any sinner could have for a fellow sinner.”   
 That brings up another question with regard to “why do we give in to temptation?”  Is it 
because the pressure to “give in” increases to such a level that we no longer are willing to suffer 
the pain of resisting or is it because we actually want to do what the enticement is about?  These 
are two completely different aspects of the problem of yielding to temptation.  The answer to this 
question gets back to motivation.  Take for example Christ in His struggles leading up to and 
continuing through the crucifixion.  The temptations were to remove Himself from the scene to 
avoid arrest, to let the protecting angels do their thing when He was arrested and abused, and to 
come down from the cross and “save Himself.”  There were increasing intensities of pain 
associated with His resisting the temptations and not giving in or yielding to them.  The 
motivation that Jesus had was to be obedient and pleasing to God and He, therefore, endured 
even unto death.   
 The counter example is that of Judas who was tempted by thirty pieces of silver to betray 
Christ.  He knew that it was not right to do betray a trust, but he rationalized that it might trigger 
an incident that would result in the overthrow of the Romans (which he considered desirable) 
according to some opinions.  We could also argue that the motivation was simply his desire to 
have the money.  He obviously was not feeling the pressure of potential suffering and pain to 
cause him to yield to the temptation but was feeling the draw or pull of potential benefits and 
pleasure.  
 Which of these two do you think causes most people to yield to temptation?  Is it 
avoidance of pain or anticipation of some benefit?  Which of these two situations would you 
think that a Christian would seek help from Christ our High Priest in overcoming the enticement 
to do the wrong thing?  I think that we are more likely to seek His help when we are at the point 
of suffering for the cause of the Kingdom of God than we would when the enticement is to 
partake in some sinful activity that is presumed to be pleasurable.  
 The invitation is to confidently “draw near” or approach the “throne of grace” which is an 
interesting association of ideas.  The word “Throne” speaks of kingship and “Grace” speaks of 
priesthood.  At the “throne of grace” we receive “mercy” and find “grace.”  Granting of mercy is 
the function of the “king” and the granting of “grace” is the role of the “priest.”   
 Compare this to Matthew 11:28-29.  In verse 28 the invitation is “Come to Me, all who 



are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  This “rest” is that which comes from 
justification that we receive upon initially believing.  Such justification can be given by the king 
who also functions as the final judge.  In verse 29, the promise is “Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”  
This “rest” is the peace that passes understanding which comes from having a sensitive heart that 
follows the leading of the Holy Spirit in daily submitting to Christ’s easy yoke that He provides 
in His role as Priest.   
 This grace is provided to help us when we need it.  In Psalms 104:27 we see that God 
provides for the sustenance of the wild animal, birds, and fish in due season or as they need it.  In 
the fall that mankind experienced in the Garden of Eden, we apparently lost this benefit as we 
began to live by our own ways and wits because we thought we wanted to be our own “creator” 
and do things our way rather than God’s way.    
 There is a possibility that these benefits that are available to us can also be related to 
overcoming the “curse” that came upon mankind and the earth following the rebellion of Adam 
in the Garden of Eden.  In the curse, there was promised toil (hard work) and sweat (comes from 
hard work) [compare that to “all you who labor and are heavy laden”] required to overcome the 
thorns and thistles that are in competition for the good, nourishing plants.  If we will do things 
God’s way, then we should be granted mercy and find grace as we go about providing for our 
everyday needs for food and other physical needs.  As we are obedient to God, then we should 
see the fulfillment of the promise that God will open the windows of heaven and pour out a 
blessing so great that we cannot receive it all.  Is this not what God does in the natural realm that 
everything is produced in great abundance to provide food for the wild animals, birds, and fish?   
 Is this what Paul was writing about in Roman 8:19-22 about all of creation is anticipating 
the “revealing” of the sons of God?  Does this say that we need to be “making our presence 
know” in the world by living in faithful obedience to God’s will and principles?  If the power of 
the devil has been decimated by the death of Christ on the Cross, then why are we not occupying 
the land of promises and implementing godliness by overthrowing the “Canaanites” who are 
living lives that are an abomination to God?  Are we (the church, collectively and individually) 
being salt and light in the world?   
 What would give us the boldness to step out in faith and work to overthrow the powers 
and principalities that are influencing the governments and the culture?  The answer is that “we 
have a great High Priest Who is able to provide for all we need and has promised to grant us 
what we ask in His name.” 
 
Found in Christ – 5:1-6 
1 For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to 
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; 2 he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is 
beset with weakness; 3 and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for 
himself. 4 And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 5 So 
also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, “YOU ARE MY SON, 
TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”; 6 just as He says also in another passage, “YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING 
TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.”  Hebrews 5:1–6 (NASB95) 
 The readers of this letter were probably a little perplexed in the presentation of the 
arguments that Jesus is the Great High Priest (of our profession - Heb 3:1) for all true believers.  
Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi and would not have even been eligible to serve in the priestly 
order of Aaron during His earthly ministry.  These readers knew from their Hebrew background 
what was required of a priest.   
 This was not a job that an angel could do.  It had to be a person who was “taken and 



appointed” from among his fellow human beings.  The idea of “taken” carries with it the concept 
of being selected or set apart.  The “appointment or ordination” speaks of being given an 
assignment or commission.  The job was to represent people and their needs and to offer gifts 
and sacrifices for sins to God on their behalf.  Warren Wiersbe points out that the very existence 
of a priesthood and a system of sacrifices gave evidence that man is estranged from God.  It was 
an act of grace on God’s part that He instituted the whole Levitical system. 
 The requirement for “humanity” was simply to meet the need that such a role required 
being able to identify with those whose might be ignorant and misguided since he shared in their 
weakness and character faults.  In fact, the procedures called for the priest to make offerings for 
his own sins.  
 We also see that the role of priest was a calling rather than a vocation.  Many churches 
see the role of pastor as a calling also.  It is an office that is not to be taken lightly since the 
consequences are so great.  Only someone chosen and enabled by God is able to carry out the 
responsibilities in a proper way.  
 Does Jesus the Christ meet the qualifications for being a High Priest?  We have already 
established His humanity in the earlier chapters of Hebrews.  He was called and ordained by God 
for His ministry.  We have made the argument that He was exposed to the various temptations 
that are common to humanity and could empathize with people in their trials.  Does the fact that 
“He did not sin” make Him unqualified or more qualified to represent sinful mankind to God?  It 
can be argued that those who yield to temptation do not experience the full brunt of the pain that 
comes from fully resisting.   
 The fact that He was sinless then further qualified Him to make sacrifices for sin in that 
He Himself became the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice.  This fact, in itself, raised Him above the 
priests who were descendants of Aaron.   
 What do we do with the fact that He was not of the tribe of Levi that was ordained under 
the Law to provide priests?  That requirement can be addressed by going back to the 
foundational truths that were in operation before the Law was given.  For example, Abraham 
was declared righteous apart from the Law because he believed God and was deemed to be 
righteous.  The world before the flood was judged (apart from the Law since the Law had not 
been given).   
 If we are looking for an example of a priest of the Most High God we find this in Genesis 
14 with the interaction of Abraham and a person named Melchizedec.  This Melchizedec was 
also a king – king of peace and king of righteousness.  He was part of a priesthood that was apart 
from or predated the Law.  There is a prophecy found in Psalms 110:4 that declared the 
anticipated Messiah to be of the same priesthood order (genre) of the ancient character (named 
Melchizedec) who blessed Abraham in the Genesis 14 account.  The first mention of this person 
(Gen 14:18) was that he was the “king of Salem” and he brought out “bread and wine” and he 
was “priest of God Most High.”   
 In the Person of Jesus the Christ we see that He met all the functional requirements of 
being a priest and that He was operating at a higher level than they in that He had no sin and 
presented Himself as the perfect sacrifice.  In additional to that He used the “bread and wine” to 
introduce the New Covenant that would apply to those decedents of Abraham who had the faith 
of Abraham.  Just as Melchizedec was a king and a priest, we see that Christ fulfills those 
functions perfectly.   
 We should, therefore, come with confidence to this King and High Priest for every need 
that we have in this life and the next.    


