
ONLY JESUS TRANSFORMS 
Hebrews 8:1-13 

 
 We are living in an amazing technology era in which new equipment is being developed 
and upgraded to keep up with the demands of various new discoveries.  The understanding of 
RNA and DNA would not have been possible if all we had available to “see” very small objects 
was a magnifying glass or even a sophisticated optical microscope.  The development of an 
electronic scanning microscope and other technologies enabled the discovery and understanding 
of how things really work while these discoveries have driven the need to develop even more 
sensitive instrumentation.  The same thing has happened in computer hardware and software.  
Another example is that superior technology has revolutionized the way photography is done.  
We cannot take a digital photograph with a Kodak Brownie film camera.  The different 
technology requires a different kind of camera.  Even more familiar to many of us is the 
transition of the television from a cathode ray tube that produced black and white images to the 
high definition light emitting diode (LED) color images of today.  The old TVs cannot even pick 
up the signals of the new television transmissions.   
 If the original technologies and methodologies had been completely adequate, then there 
would not have been any need to invent or discover new ways.  In a similar way, the Old 
Covenant and the priesthood associated with it served a purpose for many centuries but did not 
have the capability to change lives and restore mankind to the kind of relationship that God 
desired in the beginning when He said, “Let us make man in Our image.”  This lack pointed to 
the need for a New Covenant. 
  
The New Covenant Needed – 8:1-6 
1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that 
this high priest also have something to offer. 4 Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there 
are those who offer the gifts according to the Law; 5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as 
Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “SEE,” He says, “THAT YOU MAKE all 
things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN.” 6 But now He has obtained a more 
excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better 
promises.  Hebrews 8:1-6 (NASB95) 
 In the previous chapter the writer made the point that we needed a priest that was 
necessary and completely sufficient for our needs.  He needed to be “holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens” and this “moral adequacy” is exactly 
what we find in Jesus the Christ Who has taken His seat in the heavens.   
 The fact that He is seated is significant in that it speaks of the “completeness” of what He 
accomplished as compared to the ministry of the Levitical priest that was still in operation 
among the Jews.  In Hebrews 10:11 we see that “day after day the priest stands and performs his 
religious duties.”  Even when the high priest went into the Holy of Holies on the Day of 
Atonement, he would stand before the symbol of God’s throne and did not sit on it.  The fact that 
he “stood” rather than “sat” is taken as proof that his work was such that it needed to be repeated 
time after time.  The “completed work” of Christ is, therefore, superior to that which was 
incomplete as carried out by the Levitical priest.   
 The location of where He is seated is significant in that “at the high hand” is the place of 
highest honor.  This is not to imply that He is seated next to the Throne, but He is seated ON the 
Throne in the place of highest honor.   



 Further evidence of superiority is pointed out in that Christ’s ministry is in the “true 
tabernacle” in heaven and not in the one on earth that was just representative of the reality.  The 
earthly representation was a “pattern” of the heavenly and, as such, we can learn of what was 
needed as the priest would make offerings.  Even though Jesus would not have been eligible to 
carry out priestly duties in the earthy temple since He was not of the tribe of Levi, He did follow 
the same procedure that was demonstrated by the Levite priests in that He took something to 
offer as He entered into the actual Holy of Holies in the eternal realm which is evidence of His 
supreme exaltation.  The appropriate offering for going into the Holy of Holies was, in both 
cases, blood.   
 An offering would be delivered into the hands of the earthly priest of which he had a duty 
to offer to God.  In the case of Christ, the offering was not given into His hands but He provided 
it Himself in that He took His own blood as that from the perfect Lamb of God that John the 
Baptist (in John 1:29) had declared “takes away the sin of the world.”    
 There should have been a clear understanding from the very beginning that the 
Tabernacle and the Temple that replaced it were only physical representations of the true 
sanctuary in the spiritual realm that God inhabits.  Apparently, Moses was allowed to “see” the 
Tabernacle in the heavenly realm when he was on the mountain when God gave him the law  
(Exodus 25:40).  This does not mean that the heavenly Tabernacle had dyed goat skins and 
various fabrics, but the functional essence of the spiritual reality that Moses was allowed to see 
was to be represented in the various physical objects that were included in the earthly 
Tabernacle.  The word “pattern” in verse 5 is “tupos” in the Greek text and is equivalent to the 
English word “type.”  A “type” is an Old Testament picture of a New Testament truth.  Each 
type is identified as such in the New Testament.   
 Warren Wiersbe makes the following argument: “Since Jesus Christ is ministering in the 
original sanctuary, and not the copy, He is ministering in a better place.  Why fellowship with 
priests who are serving in a copied sanctuary when you can fellowship with Christ in the original 
heavenly sanctuary?  It would be like trying to live on the blueprint instead of in the building 
itself!” 
 Since we now have a new and superior High Priest (not of the Levitical order but of the 
order of Melchizedek) Who is ministering in the true sanctuary in heaven, we need a new (better) 
covenant (based on better promises) that is adequate for these two significant changes.  That 
need was anticipated by God and was prophesied by Jeremiah. 
 
The New Covenant Promised – 8:7-9 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. 8 For finding 
fault with them, He says, “BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT 
WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR 
FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID 
NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD.  Hebrews 8:7-9 (NASB95) 
 According to Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia, the “law” (Old Covenant) was needed 
because of the transgressions of the people, it was given (ordained) by divine messengers 
(angels), it was delivered to a mediator (Moses), and it was to be in effect until the “seed” would 
come (Gal 3:19).  The “seed” is a reference to the Abrahamic covenant in which God promised 
to bless Abraham and his “seed” (the Messiah).  The law came about 430 years later and it did 
NOT replace the Abrahamic covenant.  That covenant given to Abraham was ratified by God 
without any conditions or needed agreement by the other party.  Since it was based on 
righteousness that comes by faith, all who have the faith of Abraham are included in that 



covenant.   
 On the other hand, the Mosaic covenant was given by God and was presented to the 
people by Moses and they took part in the ratification of it by agreeing to do all the points of the 
law.  In Exodus 19:5-8 we see the following: 

Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own possession among 
all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These 
are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."  So Moses came and called the elders of the 
people, and set before them all these words which the LORD had commanded him.  And all the people 
answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words of 
the people to the LORD. 

 The purpose of the “law” was to show how inadequate the descendants of Adam were in 
being able to do what was pleasing to God.  They were very immature in their spiritual 
development and understanding which is implied in the statement that God took them by the 
hand and led them out of Egypt as if they were little children.  The argument is made that the law 
was “pedagogical” in that it was to help them learn and mature spiritually.   
 We tend to think that one of the major differences of the Israelites as compared to other 
peoples in the world was that they were monotheistic.  In reality they came close to this 
condition only under the reign of David and the early part of Solomon’s reign.  All the rest of the 
time between the formation of the nation until the Babylonian captivity they were very much 
polytheistic.   
 Polytheism is blatant evidence of immaturity.  Consider what appeals to children in the 
stories and movies that are developed for them.  These are full of “magic.”  Most of the 
entertainment that comes from Disney and the things featured on the cartoon channels are filled 
with magical happenings.  We are starting to see more and more of this trend directed toward TV 
shows and books for all ages.  There are a lot of people that are interested in a series titled 
Grimm which is gory and magical.  Other shows feature people with magical abilities to see the 
future or to cast spells.  Some feature vampires and zombies.  These shows are commentaries on 
our present day culture’s lack of spiritual maturity. 
 To the Israelites, they thought that Baal and Ashtoreth would magically make them more 
successful in their crops and livestock if they presented sacrifices to them.  They also were 
caught up in the fertility cults of various pagan gods and thought that they would be granted 
some magical physical powers by participating in those rituals.  Instead of putting their faith in 
God and Him alone, they relied on these various false gods and trusted in these to provide the 
magic to enable them to live successfully.   
 They literally did not continue in the “Old Covenant” from the very beginning and 
continued to fail to do so for centuries.  At the time when the ten tribes that made up the 
Northern Kingdom had already been dispersed and the tribe of Judah had been taken into 
captivity in Babylon, God announced a new covenant through Jeremiah.  This announcement 
was also given in the writings of Ezekiel to those Jews who lived in Babylon at that time.   
 By this time God had gotten their attention with regard to polytheism.  They did not ever 
go in that direction again.  That was an improvement and showed an increase in maturity in that 
they were not believing in magical solutions of pagan gods.  We see from the writing of Daniel 
that God had allotted them an additional 490 years (seventy weeks of years) to “get it right” 
under the Old Covenant.  If they had done what was needed during that time, then they would 
have been ready and welcoming of the first advent of the Messiah and the initiation of the New 
Covenant.   
 We know that did not happen.  What developed was a culture of religious formalism and 



hypocrisy.  Instead of trusting in magic from pagan gods, they were now trusting in themselves 
to keep the letter of the law and at the same time were being motivated by their own personal self 
interests rather than operating out of faith and love for God.  Such conduct (coming from self 
being on the throne) was more insidious and harder to overcome than the idolatry of pagan gods.   
 What this tells us is that in addition to the Old Covenant being inadequate because it was 
not intended to provide salvation; we also see a failure in the ability of the people to learn what 
the law taught them.  Not only was there a need for a New Covenant with a new High Priest, 
operating in a new Sanctuary, there needed to be a new humanity to participate in what God was 
doing.  There needed to be a fundamental change that could only be accomplished through the 
new birth that Jesus spoke of when He talked with Nicodemus.   
 
The New Covenant Described – 8:10-13 
10 “FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: 
I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, 
AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 11 “AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE 
HIS BROTHER, SAYING, ‘KNOW THE LORD,’ FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM. 12 

“FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE.” 13 When He said, “A 
new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to 
disappear.  Hebrews 8:10-13 (NASB95) 
 In verse 8 we see that “days are coming” and in verse 10 we see that “after those days” 
God was going to act sovereignly to implement this new way.  Of course, we recognize that 
“those days” were in reference to the First Advent of Christ when He instituted the New 
Covenant in His blood.  His physical death and resurrection demonstrated what has to happen to 
humanity that is of the seed of Adam.  The “old man” must die and then a new birth of the spirit 
must take place so that the “new man” of the seed of Christ can be quickened by the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit of God.  This change is pictured in the replacement of the stony heart 
(essence of who man is) with a new heart (of flesh) that is sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit.   
 The letter of the law was written on stone tablets, but the spirit of the law will be put into 
the minds and written on the hearts of the new man.  The initiation and implementation of this 
are by God for all those who have been born of the Spirit.  Notice that the prophecy said “I will 
put, I will write, and I will be their God.”  The outcome is that those to whom this happens will 
be God’s people.  Just as the covenant with Abraham was ratified by God alone, the New 
Covenant is ratified by God in that He has promised to do what needed to be done.  As Paul 
wrote in Philippians 2:13 “for God is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.”   
 As those who believe God and are declared to be righteous (have the faith of Abraham) 
benefit from this New Covenant we can look forward to that time when God will unite all things 
in Christ and there will be no need to admonish people to “know the Lord” since all will be in 
Christ and will be taught by Him with the principles of God entrenched in our hearts and minds.  
Until that time comes, we must be about the sharing of the Gospel that the New Covenant 
provides for the forgiveness of sin and sins which was not possible under the Old Covenant.  
This is the message that is to be shared as we go about making disciples of all nations.  
 The fact that God has instituted a New Covenant means that the Old Covenant had 
become obsolete and was ready to disappear.  This pending demise of the Old Covenant was 
further reason for the Hebrew Christian to not try to go back to Judaism which did not work 
because it could not provide for forgiveness and salvation and for a transformation of humankind 
from the deadness of the Adamic nature to the life we have in Christ Jesus.   


