
EXERCISING CONFIDENCE

Confidence, trust, faith, belief -- all these project the same emotions and mental images. 
Many times we have difficulty in finding people, things, or institutions that we can really trust or
have "confident faith" in. Solomon once noted that in all his experiences, he had found only about
1 in 1000 men who could really be trusted (a truly upright person)--his assessment of women was
that he had found none.  Most of us want to find something or someone that we can put our
confidence in, have faith in, believe in, trust.  Many people find themselves gravely disappointed
with leaders (political, business or church) whom they trusted.

The writer of Hebrews has been building his case to show that Jesus is greater than the
prophets; even greater than Moses.  He is a more capable priest than any that had served in that
capacity.  His approach to dealing with the relationship of God and man (the New Covenant) is
superior to the old method that had been in effect for thousands of years.  He is building up to the
conclusion that if we are ever going to have confidence, trust, faith, belief in anything, then this is
what we've been waiting for. Jesus is the ultimate final answer. Through what Jesus did we will be
able to participate in God's final solution to the sin problem.  Hebrews 10:16-18 essentially asks
the question:  "What else can He do?"  He has taken the requirements of the law and has caused
them to be a part of who we are - written them on our minds and hearts.  He has promised to not
remember our sins and His forgiveness (accomplished by the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus) has
done away with the old system of sacrificing and offering for sin. 

In fact, in Daniel 9:24-27 God told us that the Messiah would put an end to “sacrifice and
offering.”  He also told them when it was going to happen. [The decree to rebuilt Jerusalem was
in 457 BC.  The Anointed One would be cut off in the middle of the 70th week - (69.5 x 7 = 486.5
years) - Jesus was born in 4 BC >> 486.5 - 457 + 4 = 33.5 (the age of Jesus when crucified).]

Because all this has been done, we can get on with the ultimate desire of every human
heart and that is to draw near to God.  Before this time, mankind was fearful in the face of a
formidable God.  The fear was a result of guilt and guilt came from unforgiven sin.  Now that we
have seen that these barriers have been removed.  Therefore, in Hebrews 10:19-22 we see the way
opened and all we need to do is act in confident faith to make it a reality for us.  Because of the
great opportunity we have we need to take every advantage that is afforded us.

CONFIDENCE IN WO RSHIP
19 ¶ Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20  by
a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21  and since we have a great priest
over the house of God, 22  let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 
Our confidence to enter the Most Holy Place is because we are in Christ.  Christ entered

with His own blood which provided the atonement for sin.  Thus the way through the veil or
curtain that separated us from God is made because Jesus entered in and we are in Him.  The
Source of our confidence is in the righteousness of Christ and not our own self-righteousness. 
(From 2 Corinthians 5:21 we see that God made Christ - who knew no sin - to become sin for us,
that we might become the “righteousness of God” in Christ.)

23  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24  And let us
consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. 25  Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.



The promises of God going back to the start of His dealing with mankind form the hope
for us.  This hope is personified in Jesus Christ.  In Chapter 6 of Hebrews we are told that we
have this hope as an anchor of the soul, firm and secure.  Now we are told to hold steadfast the
profession (confession) of that hope.  If we lose hope, then our faith becomes without direction. 
We'll see later that faith is the substance of things hoped for.  If we have no hope then our faith
becomes academic and not practical.

As we put our hope into words and share these hopes with others, we provide
encouragement for a variety of people.   Many people do not know what they want or where they
want to go until they hear about the possibilities.  As we share our vision of God's hope and how
He is working in our individual lives, others will want to buy into that vision.  They will be
encouraged and the Kingdom of God will be strengthened.  This sharing of vision and experience
is a good reason for meeting together regularly so that all may be encouraged.  Those that do not
have this sort of support system may drift away and lose the vision and the hope, and then faith
wavers.

CONFIDENCE AND OBEDIENCE
26  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins
is left, 27  but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.
Jesus is God’s only provision for salvation.  If we reject what God has for us in Christ and

are living our lives the way we always did hoping for a way of salvation that allows us to continue
in our old nature, then we have nothing to which to look forward except the judgment that comes
from the “law of sin and death.”   God’s provision in Christ requires that we identify with Christ
in His death on the Cross - that is, we died with Him – therefore, we are no longer subject to the
claims of the world, the flesh and the devil on our lives.  

There are many people who have the knowledge of the truth but have not entered into the
salvation by dying to self and being born again.  Their lifestyle gives evidence of the fact that this
new birth has not taken place.  They “keep on” deliberately sinning, presuming on the grace of
God.  There are people who believe that in the end, everyone is going to be saved.  Why? 
Because Christ died for all.  The truth is that only those who, by faith, enter in to this salvation
(by dying to self and being born of the Spirit of God) will be saved.   

28  Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.
29  How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of
God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who
has insulted the Spirit of grace?
Just as the sacrifice of God’s Son is superior to all the animal sacrifices and God’s new

covenant is superior to the old covenant; we find that the consequences of rejecting God better
provision are more serious.  Since God did everything for us that we could not do so that we
could be saved, to reject that great sacrifice of love on our behalf is to show contempt for what
He has done.  

30  For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his
people." 31  It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
We rejoice in the goodness and grace of God.  However, we must not forget to tremble in

the holiness and wrath of God.  If we do not trust what God has done for us, then we cannot
escape the judgement that has to come upon sin simply because there is NO other way.



CONFIDENCE AND FAITHFULNESS
32  Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great
contest in the face of suffering.  33  Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34  You sympathized with those in
prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had
better and lasting possessions. 
The early Christians did not find the world around them very friendly to their faith. 

Throughout the centuries there have been struggles for those who walked according to the
teachings of Jesus.  There is suffering being endured today by many who would resist the rising
tide of evil in the world. In some parts of the world there is organized repression from
governmental sources.  In our country, the opposition is also organized by certain groups that
have special interests in getting rid of constraints.  The opposition comes in ridicule in the media
of anything that is Christian in nature.  The people of the first and second centuries found physical
abuse, public insult, had property confiscated.  This still happens in Muslim countries.  They had
stood firm knowing that what they had in Christ Jesus was superior to anything that might be lost
in material things and that the joy of being with the Lord was worth any temporary suffering that
they might have to endure in the meantime.

35  So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36  You need to persevere so that
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37  For in just a very little
while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38  But my righteous one will live by faith. And if
he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 39  But we are not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.
The characteristic of a Christian is that he is not going to give up.  We need to persevere

in doing the will of God.  We don't just toss away our confidence. So many times we set goals in
life and after a couple of set backs we come to the conclusion that maybe the goal wasn't right. 
The rightness or wrongness of our goals does not depend on the bumpiness of the road that leads
to the goal.  If we set our destination based only on the smoothness of the road, there is no telling
where we will wind up.  Paths of least resistance go downhill - wrong direction!  In this passage
we see a quote from the Old Testament about a principle that never changes...the necessity of
faith in being pleasing to God:  "The just shall live by faith." That particular passage was key in
the reformation movement of Martin Luther. He saw living by faith as the "missing ingredient" in
the religious practice of his day.  It is not ritual or even works of righteous - it is faith that is
essential.  The early Christians were encouraged to be of the faith group rather than those that
turn back from following God.


