
HOW TO LIVE WITH CONFIDENCE 
James 5:1-20 

 
Objective: To help us have confidence regarding the future and having our prayers answered. 
 
 Confidence, trust, faith, belief – all these project the same emotions and mental images.  
Many times we have difficulty in finding people, things, or institutions that we can really trust or 
in which we can have "confident faith."  Solomon once noted that in all his experiences, he had 
found only about one in 1000 men who could really be trusted (a truly upright person) - his 
assessment of women was that he had found none.  Most of us want to find something or 
someone that we can put our confidence in, have faith in, believe in, or trust.  Many people find 
themselves gravely disappointed with leaders (political, business or church) whom they trusted. 
 We have to have some reasons why we would trust a person or a thing.  You climb a 
ladder or sit in a chair or get on an airplane and you are demonstrating that you have some level 
of trust in those things.  You have a medical procedure done and they put you to sleep before 
they cut on your body or you ingest chemicals that are supposed to make you feel better – why 
would you be so trusting?  What sort of considerations should go into deciding “who or what you 
can trust?”  You could probably group the various items you would consider in one of these four 
categories:   
Reputation, Regulations, Compliance Endorsement, and Training  
 
If the person or thing does not measure up to our standards in even one of these areas, then we 
would not have a lot of confidence or trust.  If you were a prudent person and found yourself in a 
situation that you needed to trust someone or something with your health or resources, then you 
would do the due diligence and check out these areas of consideration.  You can still find 
yourself in a situation where the truth about these things could not be discovered and you still 
have uncertainty.  If we think that we have to have absolute certainty, then we might find that we 
are paralyzed with fear of the unknown.    
 There is another step we can take that will allow us to proceed even in the face of the 
uncertainties of life.  What you have to do is to take a step of faith and it needs to be faith in 
something that is certain.  That sure certainty (in which we have complete confidence) is that we 
know God loves us, cares for us, knows what is best for us, and has the power to act on our 
behalf.  Such trust means that we can have an inner quietness that comes from the confidence we 
have in God.  Resting in God frees us from anxiety and fear.  Our faith in God comes from our 
confidence in Him and the hope we find in his promises.  We know that “hope” is not just 
wishful thinking but is firm confidence in a future reality. 
 There are other alternatives that people exercise in this “arena of confidence.”  Some trust 
in their wealth and will go to extremes to make sure they have enough wealth for contingencies 
that would cover the unknown.  Many times this need will drive people to accumulate more 
wealth, things or power and do things that are detrimental to others in the process.  James had a 
warning about such behavior.   
  
Confident Concerning Judgment – Punishment of The Wicked  
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and 
your garments have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness 
against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!  4 

Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; 



and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived 
luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You 
have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you. James 5:1-6 (NASB95) 
 In words reminiscent of the prophet Amos, James calls to task those who would oppress 
the poor.  Getting wealth at the expense of others and showing no regard for those who suffer is 
not characteristic of those who will inhabit the Kingdom of God.  Many of our “labor laws” have 
been influenced by a concern similar to what James penned.  The influence of the word of God 
on the laws of our land is evident in many instances.  Because the tendency of unregenerate man 
is toward greed without regard for others, then we must legislate fairness.  However, this is a 
poor substitute for having the “laws of compassion” written on our hearts so that legislative 
morality will not be needed.   
 You have probably heard arguments that “morality cannot be legislated.”  That is not a 
true statement!  We have many laws that are related to morality.  Who would argue that murder, 
stealing, assault and fraud are not moral issues?  Some might say that these are “criminal acts” 
rather moral issues.  I could argue that a “criminal act” is just a moral issue where practically 
everyone agrees that it is wrong to do such things.  The other side of that coin would be that a 
“moral issue” is simply a “criminal act” where everyone does not agree that it is wrong to do 
such things.  
 When you think about such things in light of the warnings penned by James, we conclude 
that governments pass laws that legislate morality and punish those who are found to violate 
these laws.  Not all morality concerns have been covered by the laws of the government and not 
all violations of the laws are discovered.  Therefore, it would appear that those who violate moral 
standards (but do not violate the law of the government or get caught doing so) escape 
punishment.  James is telling us that is NOT true.  Accountability cannot be escaped because the 
ultimate judgment against immoral behavior will eventually come from the Ultimate Law Giver.  
 If you think about the time period in which this letter was written and the situation in the 
Church was functioning, then you can see that these first six verses were directed toward the 
Jewish leadership with regard to the way they treated poor people and (perhaps more 
specifically) the way they treated those in the Christian community.  The phrase “miseries that 
were coming” is likely a reference to the predicted destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.  James 
also stated they had killed the “just” and this is likely a reference to the crucifixion of Christ.  
The fact that Jesus did not resist their persecution certainly agrees with the statement James 
made in the second half of verse six.  He could also have been referring to the persecution that 
was going on at that time of all the Christians in Jerusalem.   
 
Confident About the Future - Security for the Believer 
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, 
being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the 
endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is 
merciful.  James 5:7-11 (NASB95) 
 Just as the Christians of the first century were persecuted by the Jews and by the Roman 
government, Christians may find themselves in situations where they are persecuted because of 
their stand for Christ.  James saw the possibility that some might be tempted to abandon their 
faith in order to be accepted by the world system.  The voice of wisdom calls for patient 
endurance in the same way a farmer has to wait for the seed to germinate and the plants to 



mature and bear fruit.  We must stand firm even when we are persecuted.  Jesus’ message to the 
church in the Revelation was “to him who overcomes, I will give the crown of life.”   
 We should be supportive of each other in the church.  Sometimes the severest critics of 
Christians are other Christians.  We must not let petty differences separate us.  Jesus prayed for 
unity among His followers so all the world would know Who He is.  When we fight among 
ourselves, then we confuse the world as to Who Jesus is.  Recall that Jesus told His disciples “By 
this shall all men know that you are My disciples, that you love one another.”  We need to 
always realize that the differences we have with the world are an order of magnitude larger than 
the difference we have with fellow Christian with regard to what is really important.  That 
realization will be quite clear the closer we come to the return of Christ.   
 The story of Job mentioned here could be a picture of the church in the end time.  In the 
tribulation, severe persecution will come upon the church and we will seem to lose all.  Death 
will be imminent and some will die.  Just as God restored all Job lost, so will he give us all 
things when Christ returns. 
 
Confident in Speech -  
12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be 
yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment. James 5:12 (NASB95) 
 One of the items in our check list for categories of the criteria that we would consider in 
whether to trust someone or not was reputation.  We should always be on guard that we maintain 
a reputation of being a person of our word.  No one who knows us should ever have to wonder 
whether or not we are being truthful.  If an acquaintance would require us to take an oath or to 
sign a contract to protect himself in dealing with us, then this should be an indication to us that 
we are not viewed as totally trustworthy or honest.  Such lack of trust is in itself a condemnation 
of our witness.  You probably have known people whom you would not trust anything they say.  
Others you have known are just the opposite and you have complete confidence in them.   
 
Confident in Prayer - Realize Your Prayers are Powerful 
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. 14 Is anyone among 
you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, 
and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three 
years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 19 My 
brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner 
from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  James 5:13-20 (NASB95) 
 Whether we are experiencing defeats or successes, our response and reaction should be 
directed toward God.  Problems are stepping stones that can bring us into a closer relationship 
with God.  We need His wisdom to understand what God is trying to accomplish in our lives 
especially when we are “in trouble.”  However, times of joy and happiness sometimes are more 
dangerous for the Christian than times of distress.  When all is going well, then we may tend to 
think we deserve it or that we are responsible for making the success happen. 
 
 We know that we should not trust in works of righteousness for our salvation and we 
know that we must not trust our security to material possessions and wealth, but do we know that 
we must not put our trust in medical science for the healing of sicknesses?  The less we know of 
the certainty of the former two the less we will experience healing that comes from the Lord. 



 We are uncomfortable in discussing the possibility that any sickness is a result of sin in 
our lives.  All sickness does not have to be connected with sin (see John 9:3), but sin can cause 
sickness (see 1 Cor. 11:30).  We should explore this possibility with the Lord in our times of 
prayer and meditation.  If we expect to be healed, then we must first remove the cause of the 
problem. 
 If there is sin in our lives which will cause us to be in disharmony with God, with other 
people and even within our own selves, then we need to neutralize the effect of that sin.  The first 
step is to acknowledge the sin (confess it) and then turn away from it as a way of life (repent).  
We are assured by the word of God that He is faithful and just to forgive us of that sin and to 
cleanse us.  It is then that restoration and healing can come. 
 James told us earlier that we have not because we ask not.  Many Christian read in the 
Bible about the great works God did in response to the prayers of the famous people written 
about in the Bible.  James reminds us that even Elijah was as we are and God answered his 
prayer.  It is not the greatness of the one who prays but the greatness of God to Whom we pray 
that matters. 
 Believers should fellowship and share with each other so that we can minister to each 
other.  The possibility of straying from the paths of righteousness is ever present for even mature 
Christians.  Paul wrote of this situation also in Galatians 6:1.   

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted.  

We can be presumptuous and think that God will forgive us just because we sin.  The word of 
God clearly teaches that He will forgive us if we confess our sins.  If we attempt to cover our 
sins (not confessing but rationalizing), then we are acting in the same manner as Adam and Eve 
with their fig leaves.  We need to come to God for the covering He provides in the death of His 
Son.  


