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FINDING CHRIST
It seems that as human beings we are always searching for something.  The early explorers

such as Columbus and Magellan went long distances in search of new lands.  In the early part of this
nation, people left the relative safety of the settled areas in the east and went looking for a new life
in the west.  In our day we spend billions of dollars going into outer space trying to find something.
Children grow up and leave home going out into the world to find a life of their own.  Many spend
much of their time trying to find meaning in life and a sense of worth.  We are constantly looking and
searching whether or not we consciously realize it.  We are driven to this search by an unconscious
realization that something is missing in our lives.  We don't find contentment and peace until we find
the right thing that satisfies what is missing.  Blaise Pascal, seventeenth century mathematician, once
noted that we all have a God shaped void within our lives  we try to fill in many ways.  However,
a God-shaped void can only be satisfied only by the presence of God Himself in our lives.  Finding
Jesus and experiencing His presence to satisfy the built-in longing for what is missing in our lives is
the most important thing we can do.

In the early part of John's gospel we see how some of the followers of John the Baptist found
Jesus and how they responded upon realizing they had made the ultimate discovery in life.

JOHN 1:35-39  Just the day before, John had baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.  John had
seen the Spirit of God descending and remaining on Jesus.  He had also heard the voice from Heaven
saying, "This is My Beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased."  John had all the confirmation he
needed that Jesus was the Messiah.  John realized and preached that he was just preparing the way
for the coming of Someone far greater than himself.  John had a following of disciples who were
searching for meaning in life.  Those who followed John had heard a message that rang true in their
inner being and when John pointed them to Jesus they immediately took action to see for themselves.

John saw Jesus walking near where he was and pointed Him out as the Lamb of God.  The
two disciples of John followed Jesus to find out more about Him.  Apparently, they were following
at a distance, but Jesus knew they were there and what they were doing.  He turned toward them and
asked, "What are you looking for?"  All of us who follow Jesus start out following Him somewhat
far away.  When He sees us following, He asks us the same question:  "What are we looking for?"
In other words, why are we following Jesus?  Is it because it is the socially correct thing to do where
we live?  Is it because we are trying to impress someone we know who is a serious Christian?  Is it
because we think this is the ultimate fire insurance?  Is it because we realize  He is the Creator and
He has a claim on our lives?  Why are we following Jesus?  

The two young men didn't have a ready "pat" answer to the question, but responded with a
question of their own:  "Where are you staying?"  In other words, they wanted to sit down and have
a serious talk with Jesus.  The time was about 10:00 AM and they spent the rest of the day with
Jesus.  

JOHN 1:40-42  Andrew was one of the two men who met with Jesus that day.  The other
one was probably John the author of the Gospel of John.  Andrew was convinced  Jesus was the
promised Messiah and he could not wait to share the news with his brother Simon.  He then brought
his brother to meet Jesus.  We are not told whether Simon was introduced to Jesus or if Jesus told
him his name without an introduction.  That would have been impressive to Simon.  Jesus then
pointed out a characteristic of Simon by nicknaming him Peter (a stone).  Jesus' renaming Simon has
meaning for us in that when a person comes to Jesus he is given a new nature - old things are past



away, behold all things are new.
JOHN 1:43-51  We are not told if Jesus and Philip were introduced, but it is likely that Philip

had heard about the meetings Andrew and Simon had with Jesus.  As is the case with Andrew, Philip
went to share the good news with someone who was important to him.  He found Nathanael and
announced he had found the Messiah.  

Philip described Jesus as the One of Whom Moses and the prophets wrote about.  From the
very beginning of God's dealing with man, He has been in the process of revealing Himself to us so
that we can know Him.  The people in Israel who were students of prophecy knew the time was right
for the coming of the Messiah.  From Daniel's prophecy they would know that after 69 "weeks" from
the time of the order to rebuild the temple  the Messiah would appear.  The weeks were understood
to be seven year periods.  So 69 time 7 was 483 years.  Artaxerxes gave the order to rebuild the
temple in 457 BC and 483 years later would put the time around AD 27 - the time of the baptism and
start of the public ministry of Jesus.  So people were looking for the Messiah because it was time for
Him to come.

Nathanael was probably familiar with the scriptures regarding the Messiah and may account
for his remark regarding Nazareth.  The prophecies did not indicate  the Messiah would come out of
Nazareth but Bethlehem.  But Nathanael had no way to know Jesus was born in Bethlehem and had
later moved to Nazareth.  This apparent discrepancy in the town from which the Messiah was to
come did not stop Nathanael from checking into the matter.  

As Nathanael walked up to Jesus, he heard Jesus describing the kind of person Nathanael saw
himself to be.  He was an open an honest person who said what he meant.  His response to Jesus was
"How do know about me?"  I guess this is a lesson  all of us need to realize:  Jesus knows all about
us and we cannot fool Him.  We may have everyone else fooled but Jesus knows the kind of person
we really are.  Not only did Jesus know the kind of person  Nathanael was, He knew about the things
Nathanael had been doing.  "I saw you under the fig tree," Jesus told him.  How could an ordinary
person know such things about him?  Nathanael was convinced and made his declaration of belief in
Jesus as the Son of God and King of Israel.

Jesus promised Nathanael he would see far greater things.  He would see heaven open and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon Jesus Himself.  Jesus did open the way into
Heaven.  He Himself is the Way to the Father.  By His death He became the opening for us to enter
eternal life and to enter into the presence of God.  The reference to angels ascending and descending
goes back to the vision of the ladder between heaven and earth  Jacob had at Bethel.  Jesus is that
ladder that links heaven and earth and the messages of God to man and the prayers of man to God
are made possible because of that link.  

We need to be as Andrew and Philip and bring others to Jesus when we discover the
satisfaction He brings to our lives.


