
MAKING MORE OF THE TIME WE HAVE

If someone were asked you what is the one thing you wish you had MORE of, what would your answer be?  What
are we constantly running out of?  We say, “If I just had a little more ______ , then I could get this done.  What do
you say?  Most people would answer TIME!  Would you be interested in finding how to have an unlimited amount
of time or a way to live so that time did not matter?  What do we call the situation when time is not important to
us?  ETERNITY.  Therefore, would we be interested in discovering have to move from a realm of TIME to
ETERNITY.  Some of you are probably thinking you already know how to do that - just die and that move us into
the eternal realm.  Is that the only way?  Do you have to die to enter the Kingdom of Heaven?  NO!  But let’s
consider that situation when we find ourselves in the eternal realm (after death) and we are in heaven.  We all agree
that we will have plenty of time.  Will we be concerned about food, clothes, housing, employment?  Probably NOT!
What did Jesus say about these things even in this life?  In Matt 6:25-34 Jesus talked about this.  Just briefly --
hitting a few of the verses:  
Editorial Note: The Numbers and Letters such as A in the following discourse are “footnotes” of a sort.  If you will scroll to the last page (page 4)
you will see a table where these footnotes are catalogued.   A is where we are and B is where we should want to be.  

25 ¶ Therefore I say unto you,
Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink; . . .
31  Therefore take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or,
What shall we drink? . . .
33  But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; . . .
34  Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: . . .

Do you see a pattern here?  Thought patterns are the problem!  
We have physical thinking.  A
What is the solution?  “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.”  There’s the answer!  But how do we do that?  We’ve been
studying the Gospel of John and Jesus was having a conversation with a
Jewish teacher (Nicodemus)  who was seeking the kingdom of God.  John 3:3
 Question: How can you find something  you can’t even see it or discern it ?
If you can’t see it, then you can’t find; and if you can’t find it, then you can’t
enter it; and if you can’t enter it, then you will not have eternal life.  

{3} In reply Jesus declared, "I tell
you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born
again. " {4} "How can a man be
born when he is old?" Nicodemus
asked.  "Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother's
womb to be born!" {5} Jesus
answered, "I tell you the truth, no
one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the
Spirit. {6} Flesh gives birth to
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit.

Jesus did not wait for Nicodemus to ask a question about the ministry that
Jesus was doing or on whose authority or whatever.  He answered the question
that Nicodemus should have asked and that is "How does one enter the
Kingdom of Heaven?"   "Except anyone be born from above, he cannot see the
Kingdom of God."  Nicodemus apparently knew Jesus did not mean a new
physical birth since that would be an impossibility.  He was referring to a
second happening of an old thing, while Jesus was talking about a similar
happening of a new thing.  Most of us tend to be closely tied to the physical
world and have trouble relating to the spiritual. Nicodemus naturally thought
of the physical and Jesus had come to point us (and move us) into the spiritual
realm.  
We need to have spiritual thinking.     B    

{17} For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world
through him.

People sometimes view God as Someone who is just waiting for the chance to
catch us doing something wrong so He can punish us.  In fact this philosophy
is so pervasive that in our legal documents only “bad things” (earthquakes,
tornadoes, hurricanes, etc) are referred to as “acts of God.”  We do not see a
timely rain shower that waters the earth or an abundant crop of grain as an act
of God.  We do not see the near accident that was avoided as an act of God.
What a distorted picture of God we have!  The true character of God is that He
loves us and wants to help us rather than condemn us.  This was the very
reason God the Son came to earth in the person of Jesus.



 {18} Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned
already because he has not
believed in the name of God's one
and only Son.

Nicodemus knew the law and the law says “the soul that sins, it shall die.”
Without the intervention of Jesus, we were subject to the “law of sin and
death.”  This law is essentially a “cause and effect” phenomenon.   It is a
cause and effect relationships since our life Source is God and since sin cuts
us off from God, then death must follow when we sin.  With the sacrifice of
Jesus we can escape the condemnation of this law since He paid the debt of
death for us.  If we reject God’s remedy, then we have no other alternative and
remain under the condemnation of the law of sin and death.  Rom 8:1,2
(quote).
We move from condemnation to approval.    A and B

{19} This is the verdict: Light has
come into the world, but men
loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.
{20} Everyone who does evil hates
the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that his deeds
will be exposed. {21} But whoever
lives by the truth comes into the
light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what he has done has
been done through God."

When Adam sinned he was cut off from his life Source and he lost
the inner light God had put in him.  Man learned to live by his wits[A]
rather than by the revelation[B] coming from his relationship with the
Creator God.  Man made up his own rules[] to suit his purposes and became
enamored with the works of his own hands[].  Consequently, he loved the
imperfect existence he had created and rejected God’s best way.  The
imperfect way of man is deemed “evil” by God and we hide it and ourselves
in the darkness [A].

We are reluctant to bring our own way into the light of the truth of
God’s word [B] since we know our way will not measure up.  If we abandon
our way and adopt God’s way, then we find ourselves in a position of having
to give God all the credit (glory) and there will be none for us.  This is not
acceptable to the fallen nature of man that takes after the pride of Lucifer who
exalted himself against the throne of God.

{22} After this, Jesus and his
disciples went out into the Judean
countryside, where he spent some
time with them, and baptized.
{23} Now John also was baptizing
at Aenon near Salim, because
there was plenty of water, and
people were constantly coming to
be baptized. {24} (This was before
John was put in prison.) {25} An
argument developed between some
of John's disciples and a certain
Jew over the matter of ceremonial
washing. {26} They came to John
and said to him, "Rabbi, that man
who was with you on the other
side of the Jordan--the one you
testified about--well, he is
baptizing, and everyone is going
to him."

This historical account of the disciples of Jesus baptizing people at
the same time as John was baptizing people shows a transition period in which
the “way of John the Baptist” is replaced with a new way.  John the Baptist
provides a bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  John’s
call was for “repentance[A].”  The call of Jesus was to “repent and
believe[B].”  We see a transition from physical obedience to the commands
of God to a transformation of the inner being in which obedience is not a
matter of the will but of a new nature and character from within.

The “certain Jew” who argued with John’s disciples about ceremonial
washing shows how far from the truth the typical Jew was regarding what God
wanted for His people.  They were caught up in rituals, rules, and rites [A]
and spent their time arguing about symbolism rather than experiencing a life
change[B].



{27} To this John replied, "A man
can receive only what is given him
from heaven. {28} You yourselves
can testify that I said, 'I am not the
Christ but am sent ahead of him.'
{29} The bride belongs to the
bridegroom. The friend who
attends the bridegroom waits and
listens for him, and is full of joy
when he hears the bridegroom's
voice. That joy is mine, and it is
now complete.  {30} He must
become greater; I must become
less. 

Without Christ, the source of all we have is of this world and it will not
endure (we do not really have it).  In Christ, we receive that which is eternal
(lasting and enduring) from heaven.  Our source must chnage from the World
to Heaven [].

As Jesus told Nicodemus, those who live by the truth could be
recognized as doing what they did by the power of God.  John recognized this
truth in Jesus.  He realized that Jesus was the Messiah, the Lamb of God.
Jesus was the Bridegroom and the bride belong to Him and not to John.  If we
are the bride, then we have to get away from being owned by that which we
possess -- earthly ownership and recognize that we are the property of the
Bridegroom [].

John’s ministry was transitional and involved pointing others to the
Christ.  He found joy in knowing that he was at the center of God’s will for his
life.  We are to be bridges of transition for the world to come from trusting in
what they can see in the physical realm to trusting in the Eternal, Invisible
God of Creation.  We do this by pointing others to Jesus.  He is God’s only
way of salvation.  This should be our ultimate joy in knowing that people are
being saved and coming to be childern of God.  John was the attendant for the
Bridegroom and his focus was on the Bridegroom and not on himself.
Therefore, we too must move from being self-centered to Christ centered [11-
A&B].

The world teaches us to “look out and take care of yourself” to try to
get more of and for me[12-A].  Eternity would point us to “more of Jesus and
less of me” and “let others see Jesus in you [12-B].”  This is the work of the
cross in the life of the believer.  This is where our old nature is executed on a
daily basis.  This to take up the cross daily and follow Jesus.  



A  -  WHERE WE ARE B  -  WHERE WE WANT TO BE 

1 Physical Mindset Spiritual Mindset

2 Condemnation (Law of Sin and Death) Approval (Law of Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus)

3 Wit (on our own) Revelation (coming from relationship)

4 Man’s Commands (human wisdom) God’s Commands (divine wisdom)

5 Works of our hands (Handy works) Works of God (Godly works)

6 Darkness of world Light of the Kingdom

7 Repent (physical obedience) Repent and Believe (new inner nature)

8 Rituals and Rites and Rules (3 Rs) Life Change (transformation)

9 World Source Heaven Source

10 Earthly ownership Bridegroom ownership

11 Self-centered Christ-centered

12 More of and for me More of Jesus and Less of me
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