
ENCOUNTERING CHRIST – NEVER TO THIRST AGAIN 

The games people play are really interesting.  The young and the not-so-young get involved
in game playing.  I hear of situations where a person will be invited to a party or a dinner and the
reason there was a party was to have the person meet another person.  This happens to single people
(recently widowed, divorced or never married) because someone is trying to help one or both of the
individuals "find" each other.  It may be that one or both are aware of the "arranged" nature of the
party.  I guess there is nothing wrong with such games.  We plan and facilitate others things so that
they will happen in a certain way, why not relationships?  If you want a certain outcome, then
planning is usually required.  

Would it surprise you to know that God gets involved in such planned and "contrived"
meetings?  I'm not referring to the "boy-meets-girl" type of introduction, but to the encounters in
which we meet God.  I believe that God takes the initiative and arranges things so that we will have
encounters with Him and get to know Him.  I have seen it in my own life and in the lives of others.
In a larger sense, the incarnation of God in the Man we call Jesus was an arranged event for people
to be introduced to God.  In fact, the Bible itself is primarily focused on revealing who God is
through Jesus Christ.  In the Gospel of John we find an account of a situation in which Jesus arranged
to meet a woman so that an entire town in Samaria could come to know Him.  

The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John,  although in fact it was
not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples.  When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once
more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria.  So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near
the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  JOHN 4:1-6  
Jesus and His disciples had been ministering in Judea and many of the religious leaders were

disturbed.  Sometimes they left an area when there was danger of physical harm.  At times the Roman
authorities posed a threat and at other times is was the Jewish leaders Jesus avoided.  In an effort to
let things cool off somewhat (after John the Baptist was arrested and put into prison), Jesus and His
disciples left Judea and went back to Galilee.   In going from Judea to Galilee most Jews would have
avoided going the direct route since that would have taken them through Samaria.  They would have
walked many miles and crossed the Jordan River twice because of the prevailing prejudice against the
Samaritans.  This hatred was rooted in the rivalry between the northern and southern tribes of Israel.
This rivalry became worse when the nation actually split into two separate governments.  It became
even worse when the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom.  Many of the Israelites were taken
into exile (B.C. 721) and non-Israelites were moved into the area in B.C. 677. These “imports”
intermarried with the Israelites that were left behind and the result was the Samaritan people.   

Jesus chose to go through Samaria.  He chose to wait at Jacob's well.  He chose to send the
disciples into town to buy food.  He did all this because He wanted the person that we know as "the
woman at the well" to come to know Him.  Even today, Jesus takes the initiative in making Himself
known to people.

As we look at the setting in which this encounter takes place, we can realize that we have so
much for which to be thankful.  So many conveniences free us from spending all our time just
concentrating on survival.  One of those conveniences is modern plumbing and water distribution
systems.  There are areas of this world (even today) where people literally walk for miles to get their
daily supply of water.  One of the good things that is being done by charitable organizations is to go
to these remote villages and drill wells so people can have water closer to their homes – no one is
even thinking about piping the water to the home.  How many times a day do you turn on the faucet
to get water.  Because it is so near and convenient, most of us have never experienced real thirst for
any significant period of time.  The times we have been thirsty have shown us enough that we realize
the importance of having water so that our physical bodies can function.  



In the Middle East where it is so arid, the value of an area of land is directly related to the
availability of water.  The need for water was an issue to which most people were sensitized.  Jesus
used this awareness to advantage in His teachings and discussions with people.  He used it as a bridge
between the physical and the spiritual.

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"  (His disciples
had gone into the town to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  JOHN
4:7-9 
Jesus was sitting by the well, a woman walked up with a rope and a bucket, and He asked her

for a drink of water.  Seems like a perfectly normal thing for a person to do. Wrong!  Not in that
country and not in that day and time.  It was not proper for a man to start a conversation with a
woman that he did not know and it was really out of place for a Jew to ask a Samaritan for anything.
When a society gets into discrimination of one class of people over another, then many situations
become awkward and for no good reason.  Women were not given the same rights as men in Middle
East societies – they still are not. In many of those areas, even today, women wear veils to cover their
face when they go out into public.  The husband does not want another man to see his wife and thus
envy him.  (In our society, many men seem to want their wives to dress up and be attractive when
they go out so that other people will envy him.)  The racial issue was at work in this situation in
addition to the man - woman barrier that was there.  Jews just did not associate with Samaritans
because of something that happened hundreds of years ago.  Jesus did not let such barriers stand in
the way of what He came to accomplish.  In fact, one of the things he wanted to accomplish was to
knock down such barriers. 

This is a  lesson in dealing with people:  If you want someone to have a good sense of their
self worth, then let them do something for you.  Every normal person wants to be useful because it
gives a sense of value to the individual.  If you will accept help from me, then that acceptance is
interpreted by me as an acceptance of me.  

Put yourself in the deep south some 50 years ago.  Your car will not run and you need a ride
to a service station 10 miles down the road.  If a black man drove up and offered a ride, the average
white southern male would have likely refused the ride simple because he would "not take help from
a black man."  The reason?  It would be an acknowledgment of his worth as a person.  

There is a corollary to this lesson in dealing with people.  If you want a person to have a poor
sense of their self worth, then you do everything for them and make them completely dependent
on others.  This is exactly what the so-called welfare programs have done to the poor people of our
nation.  We give instead of letting them earn it.

Many things hinder communication between people.  We see several hindrances in operation
here.  The obvious prejudice of the difference in race came out immediately as this woman referred
to Jesus as a Jew.  We have fallen into the trap of stereotyping people by their race.  We assume
certain behavior and traits and this assumption influences how we deal with people.  The second
barrier was the gender differences.  We assume that women behave in one way and men behave in
another way.  In the society in which Jesus lived, the communication between men and women was
very inhibited and women were considered to be of lesser value and importance than men.  

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked
him and he would have given you living water."   "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with
and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave
us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"  Jesus answered,
"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,  but whoever drinks the water I give him will never
thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  The
woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw
water."  JOHN 4:10-15  
Another hindrance to communication is what I would call "being on different wavelengths."



In this situation, Jesus was trying to communicate spiritual truth and the woman was operating and
thinking in physical terms.  Much of the teaching of Jesus was involved in using physical examples
to explain spiritual truths.  If a person concentrates only on the physical and cannot or will not make
the transition to the spiritual, then communication is not possible.  

Notice how Jesus used the situation at hand as a means to introduce the principles of the
Kingdom of God. He may have been thirsty; however, His real motive was to bring the Good News
of salvation to this woman and others.  It is interesting that Jesus did not bother to directly answer
the question that the woman posed as to "why he asked her for a drink".  Jesus' reply was that He had
water that was better than what she could get from Jacob's well – what He called "living water". Jesus
was building a bridge from the known to the unknown which is an excellent teaching method.  The
woman could understand physical water and physical thirst, but she had probably not spent much time
thinking about spiritual thirst and what it takes to quench it.  She had not thought about it directly,
but had actually spent most of her adult life in a search for something to satisfy a spiritual longing that
she had.  This was why she had been married five times and even then she was living with a man who
was not her husband.  Many people are like this woman – not that they get married five times – but
that they have spiritual thirst and do not know what it is.  They realize that something is missing in
their lives and they search for something to quench the thirst.  When Jesus promised to provide "living
water" that would fix a person's thirst so that they would never be thirsty again, He was really
referring to Himself.  He is the Living Water that comes to us in the Person of the Holy Spirit and
dwells in us to produce even more living water to flow out to others. 

He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."  "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You
are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now
have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."  "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you
are a prophet.  JOHN 4:16-19  
You're familiar with the story how, when the woman asked for some of the "living water"

Jesus told her to first go get her husband.  Well, as we know, she did not have a husband though she
had been married five time and was presently living with a man who was not her husband.  It would
seem that the new morality is nothing more than the old morality that has come out of the closet and
it is still immorality. 

When the woman asked for some of the "water" that Jesus had He used that as an opportunity
to address the issue in her life that related to her own attempts to find meaning in life.  This woman
was searching for happiness or satisfaction in relationships.  She had not found happiness in spite of
being married many times.  When Jesus told her things about herself, she was amazed and realized
that Jesus was indeed a truly special Person - she thought He was a prophet.  However, to avoid
facing her own guilt, she tried to steer the conversation to religious controversy.

Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem."  Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do
know, for salvation is from the Jews.  JOHN 4:20-22  
People had rather argue about religion than face the serious questions of God's claims on our

lives.  That is as true today as it was 2000 years ago.  Where to worship, whether or not to have
music, and such things are not the real issues.  

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit
and in truth."  The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us."  Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."  JOHN 4:23-26  
The issue is Who is God and what is His nature.  Jesus came to reveal God to us.  True

worship of God involves communing with God on a spirit-to-Spirit basis.  To do that we must be
born again of the Spirit.  This is the new birth and the new life for which Jesus came.  The woman
knew that the Messiah was to come.  What she needed to know was that she was having an encounter



with Him.  We need to be ever alert to the fact that we can encounter God in every situation in life
if we are open to Him.  

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no-one asked,
"What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back
to the town and said to the people,  "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the
Christ?"  They came out of the town and made their way towards him.  JOHN 4:27-30 
The disciples of Jesus were students of their culture and they were amazed that Jesus was

talking with this Samaritan woman.  Notice their reluctance to question Him about why He was doing
that.  It would have been interesting to have had a record of that conversation. 

Did this woman believe?  Did she show signs that something significant had happened in her
life?  Recall that she had come to the well to draw water.  However, after this encounter with Jesus
she forgot about the water.  She had her priorities changed.  She went back to the city to tell others
that she had met someone that had told her everything she had ever done and raised the question if
He might be the Messiah.  The lesson for us very clear: If we have been with Jesus, then people we
know should hear about it. 

Imagine how convincing this woman must have been.  She was not the most respectable
person in the town and yet the impact of her meeting with Jesus and the enthusiasm that resulted in
her life compelled other to come and see.  The people of the town did not dismiss this woman as
some fanatic but went to see what she was so excited about.  They could see that a change had come
over her.  This woman had something that every Christian ought to have: a discernable change and
an eagerness to tell others about Jesus.   

Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something."  But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you
know nothing about."  Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?"  "My
food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.  Do you not say, ‘Four months
more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.  Even
now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the
reaper may be glad together.  Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true.  I sent you to reap what
you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor."
 JOHN 4:31-38   
An extrovert is refreshed and gains energy from just being in a crowd while an introvert gets

these same benefits from being alone.  Jesus was refreshed and gain energy by telling others about
the Kingdom of God.  Whether you are an introvert or an extrovert does not matter.  If we are born-
again children of God, then the message of the gospel should energize us so that the more we share
the more we can share and the stronger we become.

If we ever needed motivation to share the good news of salvation with others, all we need to
do is to look around at the mess many people have made of their lives.  Many are in desperate need
of help.  It may be that someone has already told them about what God has done but they need to
hear something at the moment of their current need in order to surrender their lives to God through
trusting in Jesus.  

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, "He told me
everything I ever did."  So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed
two days.  And because of his words many more became believers.  They said to the woman, "We no longer
believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is
the Savior of the world." JOHN 4:39-42 
It is amazing how the witness of a Christian seems to be more effective when they have

abandoned a life that is very much in contrast with what is considered acceptable.  I guess that the
power of the gospel is much more evident in such cases because of the dramatic change.  The people
of Sychar could see that something had happened in the life the woman and such change is a powerful
witness.  For our witness to be effective, we need be distinctive from the rest of the world in our
lifestyle and value system.  God uses ordinary people, just like us, to be His witnesses.

This passage shows two distinct responses to the gospel message.  One group believed



because of the testimony of the woman.  The other group did not believe until they had themselves
heard Jesus.  We will find these same responses among people today.  Some will believe the gospel
message based on the testimony of others.  They will then experience Jesus in their lives as a result
of the initial belief.  Other people tend to be skeptical and it takes a significant happening (sometimes
a traumatic event or crisis) before they will believe.   The Samaritans responded to the gospel much
better than did the Jews.  They confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the world.  

It is noteworthy that they did not demand signs and wonders from Jesus as was the case with
the Jews.  Jesus commented on this difference when He and His disciples returned to Galilee.  

Our testimony has a powerful influence on others but only if we share it with them.  Just as
the Samaritans urged Jesus to stay with them, many today are searching for the truth and will seek
to know more of someone who can change lives in the way this woman was changed.  Eventually,
people have to experience for themselves the transforming power of the presence of Jesus since the
testimony of others cannot sustain us.

After the two days he left for Galilee.  (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honour in
his own country.)  When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had
done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there.  JOHN 4:43-45   

Jesus’ original destination had been to go into the towns and villages of Galilee other than His
hometown of Nazareth.  Word of what had happened in Jerusalem preceded Him and people were
open to His ministry.  The miracles of Jesus were for the purpose of validating His message.  People
still need to know there is substance behind what we tell them.

Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal
official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea,
he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.  JOHN 4:46-47 

Apparently, some kept up with the whereabouts of Jesus.  The nobleman got word that Jesus had left
Judaea and was in the Galilee area.  He had traveled some distance to find Jesus because of the need
he had .  People still have a need for healing for themselves and their loved ones.  Even with all the
wonders of modern medicine, there are still many ailments that cannot be cured by man’s efforts.  The
nobleman’s son could not be helped by the physicians of that day.   He was not willing to accept their
verdict and sought help wherever he could.  This man can serve as an example to us.  He had heard
that Jesus could heal people and he believed the accounts.  Evidence of his belief is that he sought
out Jesus and asked (begged) Him for help.  He did not know the whole truth about Jesus but He
trusted (placed His confidence) in Him anyway.  We who know that Jesus is God the Son and has
ascended to the right hand of the Father should have even greater confidence in Him to provide
anything we need.  The willingness to act on our belief is a sign of true faith which leads to new life.
(The general truth of the matter is that we will act in accordance with our beliefs.)

"Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."  JOHN 4:48
Jesus’ comment (apparently referring to the general populace) may have been a statement of why He
did miracles.  Without miracles to confirm what He said, they would not believe.  By doing miracle,
He took away their excuse for not believing.  The Jews were religious and were settled in a self-
satisfied way.  Consequently, they needed something significant (as a miracle) to cause them to
consider a change in their long-held beliefs.  On the other hand, the Samaritans were somewhat
alienated from the predominate religion of the area and, consequently, were more open to the
message of Jesus.  They did not require a sign in order to believe.  Evangelism in a strongly religious
area is not usually successful because so many have been exposed to so much religion they have
become dull in their ability to hear the truth when it is proclaimed.  

The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will
live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed.  While he was still on the way, his servants met him with
the news that his boy was living.  When he enquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him,
"The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour."  Then the father realised that this was the exact time at
which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed.  This was the second



miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.  JOHN 4:49-54  
The woman at the well and the nobleman were at opposite ends of the societal spectrum.

Jesus met the needs of both.  Sometimes we are reluctant to witness to those who are at the extremes
of our cultural norms.  We think those who are so immersed in sin will not be able or unwilling to
change and, therefore, we by-pass them.  We also think those on the upper end of society are so
proud and self-sufficient they would not listen to anything we would have to say and we by-pass
them.  We should not limit the power of the word of God to touch the needs of all who are lost and
to continue to met the needs of all who are saved.
  In spite of the socio-economic difference, we see some similarities with this incident and the
encounter with the Samaritan woman.   As the nobleman returned home he was met by his servant
who brought the good news that his son had been healed.  The fact that the healing occurred at the
hour Jesus pronounced that the man’s son would live served to strengthen the faith he already had.
This fact also served as a witness reference with his household so they became believers in Jesus.  He
could not help sharing his belief any more than the woman at the well could keep from sharing her
story with the people of Sychar.  

What about us?  Do we have good news to share with a neighbor or a friend?  Can we keep
from telling what Jesus means to us?


