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Affirming Jesus as Christ
Evangelicals are sometimes characterized as being part of a "subculture."  That is. we are not

considered to be part of mainstream America.  We are said to live in our own little world.  To some
extent there is some truth in that.  I guess I am really glad that this is the case.  In my little world there
are no drug dealer, drug abusers, lying, stealing and cheating are not acceptable behavior, divorce is
not the recommended solution for solving marital problems, child abuse is not expected nor tolerated,
and abortion is not an acceptable method of birth control.  In my little world studying the Bible and
regular attendance at church is not an oddity, prayer is not a strange thing for a person to do,
traditional values of integrity, honesty, fidelity, temperance, and kindness are the norm.  In my
"subculture" we don't burn down whole areas of cities and loot the merchants, we don't have drive-by
shootings, and we don't redefine perversion as normal.  In my little world we openly speak of trusting
in Jesus, we call him Lord, His name is given reverence and is not just another swear word, we
believe that He is coming again and that one day every person (living and dead) will have to give an
account to Him of everything we've ever done -- down to every idle word.  

When our subculture intersects mainstream America, then we find that we really do live a
sheltered life.  In the work-a-day world we cross paths with people who see no problem with doing
a little marijuana, getting drunk, cheating on their spouse, solving unwanted pregnancies with
abortion, nor using the name of Jesus only with an exclamation mark behind.  What do we do when
we encounter cultural conflicts?  Do our words and body language say to the person, "I'm with you,
you're OK." or do we communicate that we don't agree and that the so-called mainstream behavior
is not acceptable?  In other words, do we affirm the fact that Jesus is the Christ and that He has a
claim on our life or do we just try to fit in with the world?

Two thousand years ago when Jesus was in the midst of His earthly ministry, people were
confronted with the question of who this Man really was.  There were disagreements then just as
there are now.  The way we answer the question affects every decision we make, and every decision
we make is an affirmation of what we really believe about Jesus.

JOHN 7:37-39  The feast referred to in this passage was the Feast of Tabernacles and was
one of the three main pilgrimage events in the Jewish religion.  It was the final harvest festival that
was to give thanks to God for a good harvest and to pray for a good harvest the coming year.  This
celebration also had elements that related to the wilderness experience.  The men would build
temporary shelters from branches and palm fronds and spend the night in them to remember the in
the wilderness.  The festival lasted eight days.  At dawn on each day of the first seven days, the high
priest led a procession to the pool of Siloam and filled a golden pitcher with water.  They returned
to the temple and the water was poured on the west side of the altar.  The words of Isaiah 12:3 were
recited:  "With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."  This ceremony was symbolic
of the water needed for crops and were done to invoke God's blessings on the land by His sending
rain for the coming year.  On the eighth day a prayer for rain was offered up.  

Into this setting with all the ceremony involving water, Jesus stood up and declared Himself
to be the Water of Life.  He invited all to come to Him to have their spiritual thirst quenched by
believing on Him.  He also promised that all who believe would become outlets for this living water.
The means by which this was to happen involved the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the
believer.  The people understood that Jesus was talking about spiritual and physical water.

JOHN 7:40-44  To claim that Jesus is the Messiah and that He is Lord will cause controversy



with the world.  The question of Who Jesus is is the most important question we will ever answer
because all of our eternity depends on our answer.  People were divided on this important issue and
much debate was generated over who He was.  For that matter, much debate is still generated over
who He is even today.  We can look back on the situation and clearly see that the argument about a
prophet coming out of Galilee was pointless because they did not have all the data.  They did not
know that He was born in Bethlehem in accordance with the scriptures and that Mary and Joseph
were direct descendants of David.  Today we have the benefit of a better over-view of alignment of
the life of Jesus with the prophecies of the scriptures and it is not so much a case of "we cannot
believe" as it is a case of "we will not believe."  To believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah is to
admit that He has a claim on our life and that we are not free to do or say anything or everything. 

Because some were beginning to believe and to claim that Jesus was the Messiah, the religious
leader in Jerusalem had determine that it would be best if He were silenced.  They had instructed the
Temple guard to go and arrest Jesus during this time. 

JOHN 7:45-49  The Temple guard returned without Jesus and were reprimanded by the
religious rulers.  The guard had heard Him and were really impressed by what He said.  The Pharisees
had heard Jesus but they were more concerned about losing power and control in their society.
Notice that they ridiculed the guards for their reaction to Jesus.  They thought that the guard were
too ignorant to know what was right.  Their argument regarding the fact that none of the real
leadership of the Jews had believe Jesus should make us cautious in accepting what someone else tells
us to believe.  We need to study the scriptures and see for ourselves.  

JOHN 7:50-52  We see the danger of having a closed mind with this exchange between a
respected member of the group and the majority of the group.  Nicodemus was a man that apparently
operated on the basis of principles.  He questioned their prejudging on the basis that such action was
contrary to the principles upon which their society was based.  These men had abandoned their
principles and their reason in a effort to hold on to power.  They wound up attacking (by ridicule) the
Temple guards and a member of their own group. 

Saying "No" to self and our own personal agendas and saying "Yes" to Jesus and His methods
is the only way to salvation, peace and life.


