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The Resurrection and the Life
How can you know what is the "best" thing to do when you are faced with choices in life?

What about those times when it appears that you don't have any choices, that you are just a victim
of circumstance?  I can look back to the time when I was in college and think about what I thought
I wanted to do and how my plans just did not work out.  I may be wrong, but I believe that things
have worked out for the best for me.  I didn't get to go to LSU for my graduate work but wound up
at UT.  I didn't get to work at the paper mill in my hometown during the summer before I started
graduate school, but worked at Oak Ridge National Lab.  I didn't go to work for an oil company in
Baton Rouge but found a job at Eastman.  I didn't marry "who knows whom" but found my wife
Nancy.  The details of "my plans" of what I wanted out of life have turned out to be a lot different
and probably a lot better than what I had envisioned.  My problem, at the time, was than my vision
was very limited.  I did not have the per-spective to plan beyond my limited knowledge base.
Consequently, if I had insisted on following what I had figured out, then I would have missed out on
many blessings and experiences and relationships that I have had.  I look back on it and I can say that
God has been in control and that He knew what was best.  I can say that in the knowledge that I have
a good job, good health, a fine family, etc.  I hope I could say the same thing if these things were not
so:  "that God is in control and that he knows what is best."  Well, what does all that have to do with
the story of the resurrection of Lazarus?

JOHN 11:1-4  We tend to view sickness from a very personal and immediate standpoint
especially when the sickness is ours or a family member or a close friend.  Sickness comes along and
alters our plans, it changes the details and the direction of our life.  Usually, the change is short term
and we go on with whatever plans we had and think little about it.  In the case of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus the sickness that they encountered would prove to be more than a temporary set back of their
life's plans.  But I'm getting ahead of the story.  What was the association of this family with Jesus?

It turns out that during a previous time that Martha and Mary had opened their home to Jesus
and His disciples when He was passing through the town of Bethany.  The occasion mentioned here
(verse 2) regarding the anointing of Jesus with the perfume occurred after the resurrection of Lazarus.
So the point is that they knew Jesus.  He had fellowshipped with them (likely on more than one
occasion) and when the events of life took an unusual turn, they looked to Him for help.  

Word came to Jesus about the sickness and He did not take im-mediate action to restore the
lives of these people to the same old direction in which they were headed.  He waited so that a change
in direction could be made that would result in a better life for them and, at the same time, bring glory
to God.

You've heard the story, how that Jesus waited two days before leaving and then told His
disciple that Lazarus was dead.  They were concerned about going back into Judea since the Jewish
leaders had recently tried to stone Him.  This is what happened when they got to Bethany.

JOHN 11:21-27  Martha had the same type personality as Simon Peter.  She also had the
same kind of faith.  Her words may sound like a rebuke but really express confident faith.  She
depended on Jesus ("If You had been here, my brother would not have died.")  She believed that
nothing would be impossible for Him.  ("Whatever You ask of God, God will give it to You.")
Martha believed that Jesus had the power to change the course of events.  She had a level of
confidence in Jesus that went beyond His ability to change things as they were happening.  She
believed that He could reverse that which had already happened.  



Where does our faith stand?  Do we believe that God can change the course of coming and
present events?  More importantly, do we believe that He will?  If we are so bold as to believe that,
then we ought to be asking for His help daily.  What about reversing what has already happened?  Do
we really believe that God can do ANYTHING?  There are many things in life that need reversing.
There are mistakes that have been made that need to be set right.  There are forgivenesses that need
to be granted and received.

After Martha's expression of faith in the power of Jesus, He said, "Your brother shall rise
again."  Like so many of us, Martha had trouble grasping the greatness and goodness of God.  She
did not even imagine (in her limited vision) that Jesus meant "right now."  Jesus then made another
of His "I AM" proclamations.  He said, "I am the resurrection and the life."  Those that are spiritually
dead in sin will be brought to spiritual life and those who are spiritually sensitive and are striving for
God, will find spiritual life through belief in Jesus and His sacrifice for us.  

He asked Martha if she believed what He had just said.  Her reply indicates that she may not
have been sure exactly what Jesus was talking about, but she believed in Him.  Isn't that what it is
all about?  Our salvation rests not in understanding great theological truths, but in the Person of
Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God.

Martha went back inside and told Mary that Jesus was there.  When Mary came out, all the
mourners came out with her.  Human grief touches the heart of God and the Bible tells us that Jesus
wept.  They moved on out toward the tomb.

JOHN 11:38-44  Jesus knew what He was going to do even before Lazarus died.  He then
proceeded to the work at hand.  Martha had faith, but she also had a practical side to her.  Lazarus
had been dead for four days.  Jesus' timing was not just coincidental:  the Jews thought that after a
person died that the soul hovered near the body for three days and then departed.  This was used to
explain resuscitations that had taken place.  There have been cases of people slipping into a deep
coma with no apparent signs of life and then reviving, but none ever past four days.  Therefore, it is
significant that this event took place four days after Lazarus had died.  There would be no doubt that
he was really dead. 

Jesus prayed and in His prayer told the reason why He was doing this:  so that people could
see the glory of God.  He prayed so that the people would know that He was relying on the power
of God.  Then Jesus called Lazarus from the realm of the dead.  He walked out of the tomb bound
with the clothes of death.  Jesus commanded them to "loose him, and let him go."  That is God's
desire for each of us.  Once He has given us new life in Christ, then He does not want us bound with
the graveclothes of the old life.  We are to cast those off and put on the garment of praise instead of
the spirit of heaviness.  We are to replace the darkness with the light and walk in the power and glory
of the resurrection.


