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Experiencing the Spirit
It is interesting to read things about religion that people write in letters to the editor.  Even

the Wall Street Journal will have articles about religion in America and that will draw a number of
letters from readers.  Many of the people who write want to proclaim a belief in some "higher power"
which they call God, but they often write about the illogic of a religion that has any hint of what they
call "mysticism" in it.  By mysticism they mean anything that is supernatural, anything spiritual, or
anything that can't be explained by natural laws.  Consequently, the deny the virgin birth, the
resurrection and (if they ever heard anything about the Holy Spirit) would be quick to deny the
presence of the Spirit in the life of a believer.  

It is even more interesting to discover how little is really known and understood about the
Holy Spirit by today's Christians.  Up until a few years ago most churches avoided any teaching on
the Holy Spirit, apparently fearing the outbreak of emotionalism.  This is amazing since the Holy
Spirit is the person whereby we experience the presence of God in the Church and in our individual
lives.  In John 14, Jesus told His disciple that He was going away and that He would send the Holy
Spirit to be with them and in them.  This may sound like mysticism to some people and human logic
may not be able to figure this out, but it is God's way of being in the church to teach and empower
the church for the task we are called to do.  

Jesus was trying to prepare the disciples for what was about to happen.  He spoke to reassure
them of His love for them and the continuing provision that He would give.  He had told them that
He was going to build a dwelling place for them, He told them that He was going to come back for
them, He assured them that He was the true way to God the Father, and He gave them a promise to
grant them whatever they would ask in line with His character and what He had taught them.  

JOHN 14:15-17 To better understand the context of the statement "If you love Me, keep my
commandments," we see that as a demonstration of His love for them, He had agreed to grant their
petitions and prayers.  This was not to mean that He was granting them a blank check for just
anything, however, it would be for anything that was in alignment with His character.  In like manner,
He wanted them (and us) to demonstrate our love for Him by carrying out his commandments.  

God had given us commandments before, so what would be different now that would make
it possible for us to obey His commandments.  The difference would be the presence of the Holy
Spirit.  Jesus had already told them that He was going away; however, the Holy Spirit would be with
them forever.  Jesus had helped them, stood by them, comforted them, strengthened and interceded
for them.  The Holy Spirit would do the same thing for them.  Jesus had described Himself as the
Truth and He referred to the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth.  The world could see Jesus even
though they rejected Him; however, the world would not know nor recognize the Holy Spirit -- only
the true believer would be aware of Him.  

JOHN 14:18-20  Using an example of a child who had lost his father, Jesus assure them that
they would not be abandon and without hope.  Over the three year period of time they had been with
Jesus, they had become very focused on His teaching and His principles.  Their hope was closely link
to Him and the fact that He would no longer be visibly present with them would be devastating to
them.  This was a difficult thing to explain to them.  The fact that He would not be there as He was
(in a physical body) yet He would be there as they had never experienced Him (in the person of the
Holy Spirit) was a difficult concept to grasp.  We still have trouble understanding the concept of the
Triune nature of God -- there are three persons who are in complete unity with each other.  



Jesus made reference to the resurrection that was to occur after His death.  "Because I live,
you will live also," points to the time in the future when each follower of Jesus will be raised up with
a glorified body.  The hope for this would have its basis in the example of Jesus and His resurrection.
In a more immediate time frame, they would experience a new life because of the presence of the
Holy Spirit and the infusion of life into their "dead spirits" in an event that we refer to as the New
Birth or being born again.  When that event happens in a person's life, he knows that he has made
contact with eternity and that he has the Spirit of God in himself.  As Paul put it in one of His letters,
the Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.

JOHN 14:21-24  In order to participate in the blessings that the Lord has promised, we must
be in position to receive the love that He offers.  To do that we must stop running away from God.
We must abandon the idea of "I'll do it my way" and start thinking, saying and acting, "Not my will,
but Thy will be done."  From the total evidence of the Scriptures, we can know that God's will is that
we become a "new race" that is now of the first Adam, but is of the second Adam, even Jesus.  As
such, we become the temple of God in that God is living in us.  The marvelous thing about the love
of God is that even though He is all powerful and knows what is right for us, He will leave the choice
up to us.  We must choose whether we want Him in our lives or not.  If we love Him, then we will
want Him to abide with us and He responds with the follow through of the love that He initiated and
directed to us in the beginning.  How do we make our choice known?  Jesus indicated that the
evidence of our love for Him is whether we keep His words.  We make our choices of whether we
will acknowledge God as God or whether we will ignore Him and do things our own way in the
situations that we encounter.  Do we keep His sayings or do we do something else?  

JOHN 14:25-27  Jesus was the Great Teacher and He was carrying out that role up to the
last night that He would be with the disciples.  He was acknowledging that he knew that they were
having difficulty understanding all that He had taught them and that they would have need for more
instruction.  This need would be supplied by the Holy Spirit Who would come in the same nature and
type of ministry that Jesus had ("the Father will send in My name").  Everything we need to know
about God, His Plan, and His Kingdom is available to us through the Holy Spirit -- He will teach us
all things.

One of the greatest blessings we ever have is the inner peace that comes from living under
God's rule.  This is not just the absence of conflict or war that the world interprets as peace, but is
a sense of wellbeing and joy that transcends our needs and problems and ever our successes.  God's
peace equips us to go through the successes and failure of life with an inner clam and confidence that
is placed in God and not in ourselves.  Jesus ended this discourse as He began it with advice that each
of us need"  "Let not your heart be troubled, neither it be afraid."  As we see the world systems decay
and crumble, we can remember that Jesus loves us and that He  is in control.


