
REMAIN IN ME 

John 15:1-17 

 

 The expectation of fruitfulness in the life of a child of God is a continued theme in the 

teachings of Jesus.  As was John’s practice in what he reported of the teachings of Jesus, he 

borrowed from the Old Testament accounts and presented them in the light of the New Covenant 

and how these truths related to the church.  As a nation, Israel (as well most nations in the 

Mediterranean area) grew a lot of grapes.  Israel was referred to as a grape vine by many of the 

Old Testament writers.  Hosea states that Israel was an empty vine.  When they went astray, they 

were said to be producing wild grapes.  The vine became the symbol for spiritual Israel.  Against 

this background, Jesus made a declaration about Himself relative to a grape vine the night before 

He was crucified.   

 Although it is not directly related to growing grapes, the idea of fruit bearing is also 

found in the first Psalm of David where he mentioned that the righteous will be like a tree 

planted by rivers of water that brings forth his fruit in his season.  We learn from this that fruit is 

not always present, but it is (or should be) there in the season of fruit bearing.  God may be doing 

things in our lives that will bear fruit later on and it is sometimes difficult to see evidence of fruit 

bearing all the time.  Just as fruit trees and grape vines have a time for being pruned, a time for 

growth, a time to be feed with plant food and a time for fruit bearing, the righteous person whom 

God has planted will have seasons of growth, feeding, pruning and fruit bearing.   

  

Pruned – 15:1-8 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the 

word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he 

is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  John 15:1–8 (ESV) 
 Jesus said that He was the “True Vine.”  This points to Jesus being the fulfillment of the 

symbolism of Israel being a vine in somewhat the same way as He was the fulfillment of being 

the Passover lamb.  This was the seventh “I AM” saying of Jesus recorded in John's Gospel.  We 

see here that God, the Father, is the owner and care giver for this True Vine.  He takes 

responsibility to see that it is nurtured and cared for so that it does what a vine should do which 

is to bear fruit.   

 He gets rid of the dead wood and cleans up (prunes) the productive branches to make 

them stronger and bear more fruit.  These are two separate actions that the vine dresser takes.  

One is to remove that which is unfruitful and the second is to enhance the production of the 

branches that are capable of and actually bearing genuine fruit.   

 What can we conclude about a branch of the vine that is unfruitful?  According to John 

Gill, those branches that are “unfruitful” are those people who have only a “historical” faith in 

Christ.  They believe Jesus is Who He says He is.  They accept all the “facts” of the revelation 

that Christ brought to mankind.  They even “make a profession” that they believe these facts.  

They become associated with churches, partake of the ordinances of the church, and are 

considered by casual observers to be in Christ.  Any fruit such “branches” bear withers away and 

this is the proof that their fruit is not genuine.  This non-genuine fruit is borne to themselves and 

not for the glory of God since it does not conform to the fruit of the Spirit, the fruit of grace, nor 



the fruit of righteousness.  It could be said that what they bear is the fruit of man’s carnality 

which is evidenced by pride, ambition, competitiveness, and the need to be in control.  This was 

the situation in Israel that God condemned through Hosea’s prophecy that we can see in Hosea 

10:1. There we read that Israel was a flourishing vine but it produced fruit for itself rather than 

fruit for God.   

 How are these branches “taken away?”  Several things come to mind that may result in 

separation.  One is persecution that comes upon the church as a result of adherence to the word 

of truth and these unfruitful branches are easily offended and leave of their own accord.  You can 

see this happening even today that “church members” will dissociate with the church because the 

church does not go along with all the “politically correct” opinions regarding the acceptability of 

other “religions,” abortion, cohabitation,  homosexuality, and the exclusion of the Bible and 

prayer from the public arena.  Some may abandon the truth of the Bible through 

misinterpretation or addition of extra-Biblical ideas to the point that they will leave the church 

and form “church-like” groups such as the LDS or Watchtower groups.  We may also find that 

some will become guilty of gross scandals and are removed from fellowship by 

excommunication.  There will be others who may go undetected by the local body and just 

remain there like the tares among the wheat until the harvest.  

 What happens to the fruitful branches?  The Greek word translated “prune” is the origin 

of the English word “catharsis” which is typically related to idea of cleansing something.  We 

typically think about pruning a branch so that it may produce more fruit.  This beneficial result is 

“profitable” to the owner of the vine.  However, Jesus said that what was to be accomplished 

from the perspective of the branch is cleansing.   

 One of the means whereby we are cleansed is by the word of God.  We see the words of 

Jesus in verse three of our text.  Paul also mentioned this in Ephesians 5:26 where we see “Christ 

loved the church and gave Himself up for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing with 

water through the word.”  Application of and obedience to the teachings of Jesus will result in 

purity of life, thought and action.  Just as the pruning shears limit the wild growth of a branch on 

a grape vine, so the word of God being sharper than a two-edged sword limits our actions and 

natural (wild) tendency to waste our energy in non-productive or even destructive things. 

 Let’s concentrate on the seven words, “Abide in Me, and I in you.”  Just as the branch is 

in (a part of) the vine, we are in the body of Christ.  And just as the sap that is the life-giving part 

of the vine flows into the branches and produces fruit, we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit which 

produces in us the fruit of the Spirit.  Earlier (John 14:23) Jesus told the disciples “We (I and My 

Father) will come unto you and make Our abode with you.”  This means that not only are we 

indwelt by the Holy Spirit but that we are also indwelt by the Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit).   

 If the Holy Spirit produces the fruit of the Spirit (which is Godly character) in us, what 

kind of fruit does the Son and the Father produce in us?  John told us in the 1:14 that Jesus was 

full of grace and truth.  Could we then conclude that the abiding presence of the Son produces 

the fruit of grace?  We understand that the idea of grace is associated with benefits that are 

undeserved.  How can such undeserved benefits be manifested or demonstrated in our lives or be 

seen as fruit that is produced for the benefit of the Kingdom of God?  We see how this would 

work in what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount.  Think about going the second mile (an 

act of grace), turning the other cheek (an act of grace), giving to anyone who asks (an act of 

grace), and even to give your cloak when someone takes your coat. These are actions that would 



flow out of the attitudes that Jesus mentioned in the Beatitudes such as being poor in spirit, being 

meek, merciful, being a peacemaker, and pure in heart.  

 What is the nature of the fruit that should be produced because of the presence of the 

Father?  The Bible mentions the fruit of righteousness in several places and we often refer to 

Jehovah as the God of Righteousness.  What is the output or “fruit” of a life that would be 

expected by the vine dresser that would benefit the Kingdom of God?  In addition to the 

blessings of obedience and personal holiness that come from God’s righteousness, the fruit that 

God expects is found in Ephesians 2:10 where we see that “we are God’s workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus to accomplish good works (results) that God had already prepared for us to do.”  

It is not being overly simplistic to say that the fruit of righteousness is simply “accomplishing the 

work that God had foreordained” that we should be doing as a result of our being redeemed.   

 There is an interconnectedness in that the character traits (fruit of the Spirit), the attitudes 

and actions (fruit of Grace) and the accomplishments (fruit of Righteousness) are all enabled by 

the abilities or gifts of the Spirit which are imparted to us through the Spirit by the grace of God 

because we are in Christ. 

 Jesus then elaborated on the reasons why it is necessary that we abide in Him and He in 

us.  His reasons are just logical observations based on what happens in the natural realm with the 

vine and the branches.  They all knew that a branch cannot produce fruit if it is cut off from the 

vine.  Its source of life is severed.  We are the same way.  We cannot produce the fruit of the 

Spirit without the power and presence of the Spirit in our lives.  Also, we cannot produce  the 

fruit of Grace and the fruit of Righteousness without the abiding of the Son and the Father.  

Logically, we need all three aspects functioning in a balanced way to be effective in and for the 

Kingdom of God.    

 Many of the worldly (or secular) social assistance programs are attempts to imitate Jesus 

and to produce fruit apart from Him.  This is why these programs almost always fail to really 

accomplish their goals (their fruit does not remain).  Because our nation has chosen to eliminate 

all influence of Christianity from public life, we have in effect cut ourselves off from the vine 

and we will surely fail.  

 Jesus also provided a promise that when we bear fruit there will be a lot of it.  How does 

that happen?  There are certain conditions and privileges of being in Christ.  One of the 

privileges is that of answered prayer.  Prayer should be a daily, even continuous, experience in 

which we commune with God.  One of the conditions for the privilege of answered prayer to 

become a reality in our lives is that we must allow Jesus’ words to abide in us.  The word 

“abide” implies to dwell on a continuing basis.  How can His word abide in us if we do not read 

and study His word on a continuing basis?  The second condition is that we specifically ask God 

for what we want Him to do.  The asking is an outward manifestation of our faith. 

 One of the results of our abiding in Christ and living a life that is characterized by 

answered prayer is that God will be glorified by it.  In an earlier teaching that is recorded in 

Matthew, Jesus instructed those He taught to let their light so shine that other may see their good 

work and glorify God.  If we are doing the works of God through faith and dependence on Him 

(fruits of Righteousness), then it will be obvious that it is not just we who are doing it and God 

will receive the glory.  Jesus had been making reference to the grape vine and to the grapes that 

grew on it.  The fruits of our lives that God is looking for are those things that bring glory to 

Him.  These are acts and attitudes (gifts of Grace) that are conformed to the image of Christ:  

love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, temperance, and faithfulness 

(fruit of the Spirit).   These are the things that characterize the life of a true disciple of Jesus. 



 

Joy – 15:9-11 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  John 15:9–11 (ESV) 

 Here we notice that Jesus reemphasized the message and theme of love being the basis 

and foundation of everything.  The concept of abiding in His love is shown in these verses as a 

result of keeping Jesus’ commandments which is what was meant by the idea mentioned earlier 

of “abide in Me and My words abide in you.”  The result of this is “bearing fruit” which is what 

should be happening in the lives of those who are image bearers of the Most High God.  Of 

course, this is the ultimate outcome of being a true disciple which results from being immersed 

in the character of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   

  In the Psalms, there is a passage that says, “In Thy presence is fullness of joy, at Thy 

right hand there are pleasures forevermore.”  When we are close to God and in harmony with 

Him, then we experience the kind of joy that Jesus had.  Even though He was characterized as a 

Man of Sorrow in the suffering He endured to bring about our salvation, He experienced greater 

joy than anyone has ever known in the fulfillment of His work and He rejoiced in the joy set 

before Him – His return in victory to Heaven.  We can experience that kind of joy as we abide in 

Christ. 

 

Love – 15:12-17 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, 

that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do 

I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 

I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  John 15:12–17 

(ESV) 

 Love is more than a “warm fuzzy feeling.”  God’s love is an expression of His very being 

and nature and care.  When we are abiding in His love, then we are living under the shadow or 

influence of his very being.  This means that we have to be close to Him.  How do we grow close 

to Him?  We let His very nature work out through us and that results in our doing the things that 

He wants done and taking on the mind-set that was characteristic of Jesus.  In other words, we 

keep His commandments.  If we want to be close to God, to walk with Him, then we must agree 

with Him.  The Old Testament asks the question: “Can two walk together except they agree?”  

There are two ways that agreement can be reached.  Do we want God to come around to our way 

of thinking?  I’m not that smart that I would want God to run the universe based on my wisdom 

and knowledge.  Therefore, I will need to come around to His way of thinking and “keep His 

commandments.” 

 We’ve been talking about keeping Jesus’ commandments.  Again, He reminded the 

Disciples and us of the new commandment He gave them at the commencement of the New 

Covenant.  What did He command?  It can be summed up pretty simply:  Love one another with 

a love that characterized by “self-sacrifice.”  This is putting others before our own desires and 

wishes or even our own well-being.  This is the way that we will bear fruit and it is this kind of 

attitude that God is glad to respond to with answered prayer.   

 We also see in these verses the start of a new relationship that seems to be fitting to go 

along with the New Covenant.  One of the benefits that was lost when Adam and Eve sinned was 

friendship with God that was pictured in the daily communing with God.  We are not to assume 



this friendship is in any sense a relationship of equals in that He is still God and we are not.  

Abraham was characterized as and called a “friend of God” in the Old Testament and God told 

him what He was going to do to the cities of the plain.   

 In the same way, God treats those who walk in His ways and carry out His commands 

with an openness and sharing of what is happening and even what is going to happen.  Just as 

God chose Abram to be the “father of many nations” because He knew that Abraham would be 

faithful to walk in His ways, Jesus chose His disciples because He knew they would be fruitful 

branches when they were empowered to do what God wanted to accomplish.  Being His friends 

does not lessen our responsibility to recognize His Lordship and to faithfully follow and carry 

out what He has called us to be and to do.   

 This discourse ended with a restatement of that new commandment that is to characterize 

those who are partakers of the New Covenant that Jesus initiated that night in the upper room.  It 

was the third time in less than an hour that He told them to love one another.   


