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GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
One of the most misunderstood elements of Christian doctrine are those teachings centering

around the Holy Spirit and His role in the life of the believer.  Nevertheless, His function is one of the
most important things for us to understand if we are to be effective in becoming who God intends us
to be and effective in carrying out the work of the Kingdom of God in leading people to salvation.
Jesus had taught His disciples about the importance of their being vitally connected to Him in the
same way that branches are connected to a vine.  He continues to teach them about the means by
which the oneness they will have with Himself actually happens.  The Agent by which we are
connected to the Vine is the Holy Spirit that gives life to and empowers the Christian.  Jesus called
Him the Helper or Comforter.  They may have wondered, "Why do we need help or comfort?"  One
of the reasons was that Christians will be rejected and persecuted by the world.  Jesus gave His
disciples specific warning that they would be put out of the synagogues and even killed.

JOHN 16:07-11  The Holy Spirit also gives assistance to the Christian in carrying out the
Great Commission that Jesus gave us to do and to help us be all that we can be in Christ.  Jesus said
that the Spirit would convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.  Sin has its
roots in man rejecting God.  Without the work of the Holy Spirit a person can become insensitive to
sin in his life.  If we are concerned about a person that is lost, then the help we need to win him to
Christ is the convincing power of the Holy Spirit to bring a consciousness of sin to the lost person.

What about this business of convicting of righteousness?  When Jesus was with the disciples,
they had a "consciousness of righteousness" simply because of His very presence with them.  As
Christians we need to have a consciousness of righteousness for we are the "righteousness of God
in Christ Jesus".  When we don't have a sense of who we are in Christ, then we find that we behave
as the world does.  If Christians were walking under such conviction, then we would not have the
problem of being unable to tell the Christians from the non-Christians.  Many Christians have a "sin
consciousness" and you will hear them testify, "I'm just a sinner, saved by grace."  While it is true that
we  are sinners because we sin, we are NOT sinners by nature any longer.  How many of you are
"law-abiding citizens"?  All of us would identify with that.  How many of you have ever broke the
law?  All of us, at some time, have failed to keep at least one law.  Do we go around saying, "I'm just
a criminal?"  No!  Even though we broke the law, it did not change our basic nature of being a
law-abiding citizen and that is what we confess.

Convincing the world of Judgment, refers to the fact that Satan has come under judgment
because of the death of Jesus.  Satan's power has been broken and humanity can be set free.  This is
the Gospel, the Good News, that the world needs to hear and know.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit
goes even further, He becomes our Teacher and Guide. 

JOHN 16:12-15   We cannot learn all there is to know about any subject in an instant.  There
are certain things that we must understand before we can learn other things.  Jesus had only begun
to teach the disciples the many things of the Kingdom of God.  They were not mature enough to
comprehend all they needed to know.  The Holy Spirit continues to work with each of us using the
word of God to open up our understanding.  He does not bring any NEW truth on His own but He
does show us the truths that have already been given in a way that we can understand them and when
we are mature enough to receive that truth.

JOHN 16:16-18  Jesus changed the subject back to an emphasis of the fact that He was going
to go away.  However, His going away would not be permanent.  We don't know exactly what Jesus



meant by the statement:  "A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again, a little while, and ye shall
see me, because I go to the Father."  The first "little while" most likely refers to His crucifixion and
burial.  After the resurrection, Jesus was seen by His disciples and about 500 others.  This is likely
to be what He meant when He said "ye shall see Me".  Some Bible scholars think that Jesus may have
also been referring to the coming of the Holy Spirit and His abiding with us.  Others think that Jesus
may have been referring to the Second Coming.

JOHN 16:19-24  Jesus knew that they were confused about what He said; however, He could
not tell them exactly what He meant because panic may have set in.  He did give them some additional
information so that they would be better prepared for what was going to happen.  He warned them
that they would experience deep sorrow, but that the world would be rejoicing.  This was a direct
reference to His death.  The disciples were devastated and their hopes were dashed.  On the other
hand, the Roman and Jewish leaders thought that they had gotten rid of a problem when they killed
Jesus.  The sorrow that they going to experience would not be the end of the story.  Jesus compared
the sorrow that turns into joy to the birth of a child.  There is pain and travail before the child is born,
but after it is over, the joy of having new baby more than erases all that.  Jesus promised them that
they would have a joy that could not be taken from them.  As for their confusion, it would be cleared
up.  When they would see Jesus as the resurrected Christ, then they would understand all the
mysterious things that He had been telling them.  They would not be questioning Him about what He
meant.

Once we see what God is doing and what the objectives are of the Kingdom of God, then we
are in position to ask God to do things that are agreement with His will.  We will be able to ask "in
the name of Jesus."  When we are doing that, then we will be seeing prayers answered and lives being
changed.  We will know that we are in Christ and that Christ is in us.  We will have true joy that no
one can take away.  That gives us peace in the midst of tribulation because we know that Jesus has
overcome the world.


