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DENYING JESUS
Communication:  we do it all the time.  Most of the time we don't think a lot about it.  We just

do it.  We talk to each other, we write letters, make phone calls, send telegrams, and now-a-days
people are sending each other computer messages and fax transmissions.  We function on information
-- information that is communicated to us or by us.  Communication is more than just words, it can
include facial expressions and body language.  It can include the tone and inflection in our voice.
Words and gestures that mean one thing to us can mean something entirely different to someone else.
We can send a message  we did not intend to send if we are not careful. 

Communication is further complicated by the fact  our emotions -- fear, pride, worry, love --
can get in the way of expressing what we really believe or feel.  It is one thing to feel something
toward a person, it is quite something else to express that feeling to the person.  Sometimes we deny
our true feeling for fear of what others might think about or do to us. 

In our present study, we see Simon Peter having trouble communicating.  He, first of all, told
more than he wanted to and then he refused to tell what he should.

JOHN 18:15-18  When Jesus was arrested in the garden, all of the disciples ran off to avoid
being arrested, also.  This behavior communicated a lot with regard to their level of spiritual maturity.
They were primarily concerned about themselves. Two of them did not go very far but followed the
procession to the home of the high priest.  Simon Peter was one and the other is thought by many to
be John.  John went on in to the courtyard, but Peter stood around the gate on the outside.  John was
known to the household of the high priest -- how it came about that he was known to them is just
speculation.  If John were known, then the servants who worked for the high priest probably knew
John was a follower of Jesus.  When John talked to the girl who kept the gate in order to bring Peter
into the courtyard, she naturally assumed  Peter was also a follower of Jesus.  Peter's actions also
made the girl think  he knew the Jesus.  He was standing around, holding back as if he had something
to hide or be concerned about.

We see here two things that communicate to others who we are:  First, is our actions and
second is who we associate with.  Our actions tell more about us than we want people to know
sometimes.  Most of time we have just the opposite situation  Peter had.  Here, he was accused of
being a follower of Jesus and, if we are not careful with our actions, we will find ourselves being
accused of NOT being a follower of Jesus.  However, it should not be that we have to "be careful"
but the situation should be that what we do naturally gives the proper message so  people can tell
that we have been with Jesus.  The second thing that communicates to others is who we associate
with.  Who are your best friends, who are your buddies, who are you most comfortable being around?
David Wilkerson (author of Cross and Switchblade) stated that the Number 1 reason kids go bad is
who they associate with.  Parents should set limits as to where their kids go and who they are with.
Adults should also set limits on themselves and cultivate friendships with people who can strengthen
them.  This does not mean  we should not have anything to do with non-Christians.  We should
minister to others, however, in ministering to them we should not partake of their problem.  In other
words, we can go to the hospital and minister to people there, but we do not need to catch the same
disease they have in doing so.  We can minister to someone we know who is an alcoholic, but that
does not mean  we have to drink with him.  We can minister to people with other problems without
taking part in the problem itself.

When Peter was challenged directly as to whether he were a follower of Jesus, he denied  he
was.  We would most likely never do that.  However, there are situations in which we find ourselves
where we act as if we were not a follower.  Failure to help someone in need, failure to be thoughtful
and kind are more likely ways  we have of denying  we know Jesus.  Of course, there may be times



when we don't just fail to do something good, we do something that hurts someone else -- sometimes,
intentionally.  This really sends a strong message to the those who see us that we really don't know
Jesus and what He teaches.  While Peter was warming himself by the fire with the other people, Jesus
was being questioned by Annas.

JOHN 18:19-24  It is difficult to figure out what Annas was trying to do.  He was not in any
official capacity, but he certainly held political power.  When he questioned Jesus, Jesus treated it as
if Annas were a representative of Jewish authority and as if this were an official court situation.  Jesus'
reply reflected the rule in Jewish law that a person did not have to testify against himself.

We have such laws that are a Constitutional guarantee, we call it the Fifth Amendment.
According to Jewish law those who brought accusation had to produce witnesses that something
wrong had been done.  Jesus told Annas  he should be able to find plenty of people who had heard
His doctrine since he had not taught in secret.  These could be witnesses.  Jesus tried to keep the
situation going according to the law by asking why they were asking such questions of Himself rather
than the many witness who were available.  One of the soldiers that guarded Jesus did not think  He
should answer Annas with such a question and consequently slapped Jesus.  This was illegal, also,
and Jesus challenged the legality by asking what He had said that was out of line.  To do what was
being done to Jesus was illegal and it was important  we see that the law is good, it is the misap-
plication of the law that causes problems.  It is also important for us to realize that the world system
of law was violated in trying to convict an innocent man.  Annas saw  he was making more of a mess
than he was doing good and decided to send Jesus on to the next person: Caiaphas.  We don't know
how much of this Peter knew about as it was happening and as he was warming himself by the fire.

JOHN 18:25-27  From some of the other gospel accounts, when Peter denied Jesus the third
time, Jesus was nearby.  It may have been that as they led Jesus out to go to Caiaphas  He had to wait
in the courtyard.  It is likely that the reappearance of Jesus would have sparked the renewed
questioning of Peter.  He was likely acting in a nervous fashion and looking intently at Jesus as He
was being lead through the courtyard.  This intense interest would have made others think there were
some connection between the two.  The fear and the uncertainty plus the lack of spiritual maturity
caused Peter to deny Jesus.  At least Peter was there.  He was courageous up to a point.  His basic
survival instincts had risen to the occasion and he lied and that is exactly what most "Sunday
Christians" would do when faced with a threatening situation.  When you get back to basics -- that
is security and survival, then "what you really are" will surface.  You see Peter was a disciple of Jesus,
but he was not a possessor of God's power.  He was a believer without benefit.  So many people
today believe the truth about Jesus, that He is the Christ, the Son of God; however, when it comes
down to the point where it cost us something then we do not have the power to take a chance for
Christ -- we opt for survival rather than sacrifice.  This is the essence of the human condition:  we are
ruled by fear -- fear of being hurt, fear of dying.  It is from such bondage  Jesus came to set us free.
It is up to us to accept or reject, to confess or deny Jesus.


