
I FIND NO FAULT 

John 18:28-40 

 

 The Jewish leaders feared that the teachings of Jesus would destroy their system of "law 

and order."  As we know, they had a law for everything and thought that a system operating 

strictly on the basis of love would cause the demise of civilization as they knew it.  They were 

willing to do anything to protect their system. In fact, they even went so far as to break their own 

laws trying to preserve a system that depended on keeping the law for its workability. They, in 

effect, proved that the law has no power to cause you to obey it.  (This may be the basis of the 

argument that you cannot legislate morality.)   Admittedly, it (the law) can impose penalties and 

point out the breaking of the law; however, other motivation must exist for keeping the law. 

Unselfish love is the ONLY reason that will consistently work to provide motivation for keeping 

the law or doing what is right.  

 Jesus had been arrested and had appeared before Annas and then Caiaphas.  It is likely 

that the appearance before Caiaphas was also in the presence of the Sanhedrin – the ruling elders 

of the Jews.  John did not go into the details of what happened there; however, we learn from the 

other Gospels that Jesus took a stand for the truth when He was questioned about Who He was.  

He was asked directly, “Are You then the Son of God?”  What was He to say?  Was He to say, 

“No” and go free or “I am” and face death?  He Who is Truth had to stand for truth, and He said 

“I am.”  The majority of the Sanhedrin concluded, with Caiaphas, that this claim was worthy of 

death.  They sentenced Him to death not because of what He had done but because of Who He 

is! 

 

The Transfer – 18:28-32 
28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They 

themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 
29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, 

“If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him 

yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 

This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die.  John 18:28–

32 (ESV) 

 The Jews had a problem.  They sentenced Jesus to death but they did not have the 

authority to carry out the sentence.  They needed the help of the Romans.  The time was early in 

the morning and a contingent took Jesus to the headquarters of the Roman governor, Pilate.  I 

think it is ironic they would not go into the place because it would "defile" them in a religious 

sense and yet they did not see that their scheming and lying and falsely accusing Jesus had 

already defiled them.  Many people get caught up in worrying so much about how things appear 

that they are blinded to the real issues that are all around them.  We love the ceremony and 

ignore the essence.  In doing so we are deceived and, in many cases, we miss the truth and the 

opportunity to take a stand for it.   

 Pilate was probably not too happy with the trouble the Jews were stirring up.  He asked a 

reasonable question, “What's the charge?”  It is likely that Pilate was somewhat aware of what 

was happening since someone in the Roman hierarchy had to approve of Roman soldier being 

used the evening before when Jesus was arrested in the garden.  The need to define the crime or 

the charge against a person who was brought to a Roman judicial court was required to 

determine if Rome should have any part in the process.  The major charge that the Jewish leaders 

had against Jesus was blasphemy in calling Himself ‘the Son of God’ which was not a crime 

known in Roman law.  That should have ended the whole proceedings. 



 The reason they did not want to have to state a formal charge was partly from pride and 

resentment of having to depend on the Roman one-world government for authority to legally 

execute another human being.  They wanted to hold on to the idea that the Jewish leaders were 

competent to condemn and carry out their version of justice on the Jewish people.  In their haste 

and blind rage of rebellion against God they had not thought through the situation.  Their answer 

to Pilate was in effect say, “Just take our word for it, this Person is a criminal.”   

 It was going to take collusion between the secular government and the religious 

government for this miscarriage of justice to happen.  As we see from John’s account, Pilate was 

very reluctant to do that without making the Jewish leaders admit that they were in subjection to 

Rome and had to ultimately answer to Caesar.  This is why Pilate told the Jews (when they could 

not define which Roman law that Jesus had broken) to deal with the matter themselves and quit 

wasting his time. 

 Pilate tossed the situation back to the Jews and told them to deal with their own 

problems.  That did not fit the plan they had.  The Jews needed the Romans to discredit Jesus and 

His claim.  Death by crucifixion would be an indication to the people that Jesus was under the 

curse of God.  In the Old Testament (Deut 21:22-23) it is stated "anyone who is hung on a tree is 

under God's curse."  In Galatians 3:13 Paul used this fact to explain how Jesus became our 

substitute.  The "curse of the law" is summed up in the statement, "The soul that sins shall die" or 

"The wages of sin is death." Paul concluded that Jesus became a curse for us so we might be 

redeemed from the curse of the law.  In other words, He paid the price for us. 

 This was not the last time that the coming together of the secular and ecclesiastical 

worked together to implement abuse and persecution upon those who aligned themselves with 

the precepts and principles of the Kingdom of God.    

 

The Trial – 18:33-38a 
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus 

answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a 

Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been 

fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said 

to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 
38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find 

no guilt in him.”  John 18:33–38 (ESV) 

 Pilate had to conduct his own trial or investigation.  One of the accusations that was 

brought against Jesus by the Jews was that he claimed to the Messiah which they interpreted for 

Pilate to mean to be something like a King.  This is why Pilate asked the question of Jesus, “Are 

You the King of the Jews?”  He probably asked the question with a lot of sarcasm since Jesus 

was not dressed as a king or was not being treated as a king by His subjects.  Jesus’ reply to 

Pilate was a question to find out what Pilate meant by the word “king.”  Did Pilate use the term 

king as a political position or did he mean it in the sense of Jesus’ office of Messiah?  To the 

first, the answer would be “No.”  To the second, the answer would be “Yes.”  Pilate did not 

know what he meant.  He was just repeating what Caiaphas had told him. 

 Jesus went on to explain to Pilate that His concern was not about earthly or worldly 

matters but was concerned about spiritual values.  That was the “kingdom” Jesus was concerned 

about.  Pilate did not really understand what Jesus was talking about.  He wanted a simple 

answer to his question.  He concluded that perhaps Jesus was claiming to be a leader (king) of 

something.  Jesus allowed Pilate to use the term in that He essentially told Pilate, “If that is what 



you want to call it, OK.”   

 Jesus went onto to tell Pilate that His purpose in life was to make people aware of the 

truth of a spiritual kingdom of which Jesus is the Leader.  Jesus used an interesting combination 

of terms in making this statement regarding His purpose in life.  About half way through verse 

37 Jesus used the phrase “I have been born” and immediately followed it by “I have come into 

the world.”  Most of us likely see these two phrases as just two ways of saying the same thing.  

Warren Wiersbe sees these two are related to the dual nature of Christ.  He was fully man and 

fully God.  Being physically “born” is related to His humanity and “coming into the world” is 

related to His transition from the spiritual realm to the physical (this world) realm.  To quote 

from The Bible Exposition Commentary:  
“The fact that Jesus came “into the world” means that He had existed before His birth at Bethlehem; and 

this is an important and repeated truth in John’s Gospel (John 1:9–10; 3:17, 19; 9:39; 10:36; 12:46; 16:28; 

17:18).”  
 Pilate heard the word “truth” and that sparked some interest.  The great philosophers of 

every age have wrestled with and searched for TRUTH.  It is a question that should be on the 

hearts and minds of every person.  There is power in the truth and knowledge of the truth can set 

us free.  So, Pilate asked the question all should ask. “What is truth?”  It is somewhat ironic he 

should ask the question in the presence of the One Who is Truth.   

 It is very likely that Pilate’s “question” was more of a comment on the situation that we 

find among most people regardless of the culture in which they live.  The “question” probably 

grew out the frustration all of us have felt as we listen to people and we have no idea if what they 

are saying is truthful or not.  Many people have no conscience regarding saying whatever they 

want to say regardless of the facts.  During the days of the “cold war” many claimed that 

communists viewed the “truth” to be “whatever helped their agenda for world domination.”  

Apparently, this same philosophy has become the way nearly everyone in the political world 

operates.  If they are not telling an outright lie, then they are likely shading the truth to advance 

their cause.   

 Pilate did not really expect an answer to his sarcastic question because he immediately 

walked out to pronounce his judgment to the Jews.  It is ironic that Jesus had answered that very 

question just minutes before He was arrested.  In His prayer for Himself, His disciples and for us  

He said in John 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”   

  

The Trade – 18:38b-40 
38 After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a 

custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the 

Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.  John 18:38–40 (ESV) 

 Pilate knew what the Jews were trying to do and he realized he was being used by them.  

To him, Jesus was harmless, just a philosopher who would have a few people following Him.  

He did not see that Jesus had done anything to justify the death penalty.  Seeking to let Jesus 

goes, Pilate reminded the Jews that a prisoner was released each year at the Passover and he 

offered Jesus as that prisoner.  This custom was a token acknowledgment of the historical events 

related to the first Passover in which the Children of Israel were held in captivity as slaves in 

Egypt and were freed by God intervening on their behalf.   

 The chief priest had stirred up the people and they rejected this offer to release Jesus.  

Instead they asked that another person be released.  His name was Barabbas.  The name 

Barabbas was the family name of this man who represented the worst that society had – a robber 

and insurrectionist.  Some manuscripts say that this robber’s given name was Joshua or in the 



Greek way of putting it, Jesus.  This claim is not universally supported.  The name “Barabbas” 

literally means “son of daddy” or “son of earthly father.”  We know that Jesus of Nazareth 

claimed to be and was the “Son of Heavenly Father.”   

 So here we have the Jewish leaders being given an opportunity to choose between “Jesus, 

the son of earthly father” and “Jesus, the Son of Heavenly Father” and they chose the earthly 

(robber) over the heavenly (Redeemer).  We have such choices to make all the time – we have to 

choose between the low road and the high road, between man’s way and God’s way, between the 

natural and the supernatural.  How will we decide – will we stand for the truth?  

 It seems almost ironic that in our present-day world, people in some of our larger cities 

elect officials such as district attorneys who are somewhat eager to release repeated offender 

criminals from incarceration and are reluctant to prosecute those who are clearly dangerous to 

the general population.  At the same time, these same officials are eager to bring charges against 

people who would stand in front of an abortion clinic and sing hymns and pray.  These 

counterintuitive actions against citizens who advocate for decency in our public schools result in 

parents being arrested for demanding that school officials protect their children not only from 

physical abuse but also from indoctrination by those who advocate a variety of sexually 

perverted practices that the Bible declares to be abominations.  The same people who voted to 

release Barabbas later voted to crucify the Son of God.  To cap it all off, the Jewish high priest 

declared that the Jews had no king but Caesar.  This is analogous to what we are seeing today in 

the so-called “Western World” nations.  The leaders have formally turned away from God as the 

ultimate authority and have embraced demonic satanical standards of behavior where lies are 

presented as truth and penalties are imposed on those who point out what they are doing.    

 When we undergo condemnation and rejection from the world, we need to remember that 

God is still in control and that He will limit what the world system can do to His own.  Jesus was 

condemned by those who did not know Him and were opposed to what God is doing in His plan 

of salvation.  If we are following Jesus, then such condemnation is likely to happen to us.  

Victory and vindication belong to us who are in Christ.   


