
OUR KING: CONDEMNED! 
John 18:33-19:11 

 
 What are the things in our current culture that bring condemnation?  Apparently, killing 
unborn children, living a perverted lifestyle, being totally irresponsible in having children outside 
of a family structure and failing to adequately care for them, cheating, lying, infidelity in 
marriage, twisting justice for political purposes are all OK with many people.   
 We often have heard and used the expression, “The truth hurts.”  Although it is seldom 
used this way, the expression “the truth hurts” could apply to the situation when we are faced 
with taking a stand for the truth and for what is right.  Integrity has a high price tag and 
sometimes that price is “being hurt.”  In the past, we would say it is unlikely we would 
experience persecution and be hurt for taking a stand for Christ; however, there are people in our 
lifetime who have lost their lives for taking a stand for human rights.  People who would dare to 
stand up against drugs and organized crime have reason to fear that action will be taken against 
them.  It is easy to see that the people in the first century who refused to engage in pagan 
worship and were killed were taking a stand for the truth.  It is also easy to see that the reformers 
of the 15th and 16th centuries who challenged the Catholic Church and lost their lives were 
standing for the truth.  Sometimes we have trouble seeing the opportunities for taking a stand, 
because we may even be on the wrong side of the issue.  Many times the side of truth is the place 
of most danger to being hurt.  I think we see this in the life of Jesus, especially as the time drew 
near to the crucifixion. 
 Jesus had been arrested and had appeared before Annas and then Caiaphas.  It is likely 
that the appearance before Caiaphas was also in the presence of the Sanhedrin – the ruling elders 
of the Jews.  John did not go into the details of what happened there; however, we learn from the 
other Gospels that Jesus took a stand for the truth when He was questioned about Who He was.  
He was asked directly, “Are You then the Son of God?”  What was He to say?  Was He to say, 
“No” and go free or “I am” and face death?  He Who is Truth had to stand for truth, and He said 
“I am.”  The majority of the Sanhedrin concluded, with Caiaphas, that this claim was worthy of 
death. 
 
Unlike Any Worldly King – 18:33-38a 
33 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the King of 
the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate 
answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?” 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be 
fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37 Therefore 
Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been 
born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 38 

Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”  John 18:33-38a (NASB95) 
 Pilate had to conduct his own trial or investigation.  One of the accusations that was 
brought against Jesus by the Jews was that he claimed to the Messiah which they interpreted for 
Pilate to mean to be something like a King.  This is why Pilate asked the question of Jesus, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?”  He probably asked the question with a lot of sarcasm since Jesus 
was not dressed as a king or was not being treated as a king by His subjects.  Jesus’ reply to 
Pilate was a question to find out what Pilate meant by the word “king.”  Did Pilate use the term 
king as a political position or did he mean it in the sense of Jesus’ office of Messiah.  To the first, 
the answer would be “No.”  To the second, the answer would be “Yes.”  Pilate did not know 
what he meant.  He was just repeating what Caiaphas had told him. 



 Jesus went on to explain to Pilate that His concern was not about earthly or worldly 
matters but was concerned about spiritual values.  That was the “kingdom” Jesus was concerned 
about.  Pilate did not really understand what Jesus was talking about.  He wanted a simple 
answer to his question.  He concluded that perhaps Jesus was claiming to be a leader (king) of 
something.  Jesus allowed Pilate to use the term in that He essentially told Pilate, “If that is what 
you want to call it, OK.”   
 Jesus went onto to tell Pilate that His purpose in life was to make people aware of the 
truth of a spiritual kingdom of which Jesus is the Leader.  Jesus used an interesting combination 
of terms in making this statement regarding His purpose in life.  About half way through verse 
37 Jesus used the phrase “I have been born” and immediately followed it by “I have come into 
the world.”  Most of us likely see these two phrases as just two ways of saying the same thing.  
Warren Weirsbe sees these two are related to the dual nature of Christ.  He was fully man and 
fully God.  Being physically “born” is related to His humanity and “coming into the world” is 
related to His transition from the spiritual realm to the physical (this world) realm.  To quote 
from The Bible Exposition Commentary:   

“The fact that Jesus came “into the world” means that He had existed before His birth at Bethlehem; and 
this is an important and repeated truth in John’s Gospel (John 1:9–10; 3:17, 19; 9:39; 10:36; 12:46; 16:28; 
17:18).”  

 Pilate heard the word “truth” and that sparked some interest.  The great philosophers of 
every age have wrestled with and searched for TRUTH.  It is a question that should be on the 
hearts and minds of every person.  There is power in the truth and knowledge of the truth can set 
us free.  So Pilate asked the question all should ask. “What is truth?”  It is somewhat ironic he 
should ask the question in the presence of the One Who is Truth.   
 It is very likely that Pilate’s “question” was more of a comment on the situation that we 
find among most people regardless of the culture in which they live.  The “question” probably 
grew out the frustration all of us have felt as we listen to people and we have no idea if what they 
are saying is truthful or not.  Many people have no conscience regarding saying whatever they 
want to say regardless of the facts.  During the days of the “cold war” many claimed that 
communists viewed the “truth” to be “whatever helped their agenda for world domination.”  
Apparently, this same philosophy has become the way nearly everyone in the political world 
operates.  If they are not telling an outright lie, then they are likely shading the truth to advance 
their cause.   
 Pilate did not really expect an answer to his sarcastic question because he immediately 
walked out to pronounce his judgment to the Jews.  It is ironic that Jesus had answered that very 
question just minutes before He was arrested.  In His prayer for Himself, His disciples and for us  
He said in John 17:17  “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”   
  
Rejected as King by Some – 18:38b-40 
38b  And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in Him. 39 “But you 
have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover; do you wish then that I release for you the King of the 
Jews?” 40 So they cried out again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a robber.  John 18:38-
40 (NASB95) 
 Pilate knew what the Jews were trying to do and he realized he was being used by them.  
To him, Jesus was harmless, just a philosopher who would have a few people following Him.  
He did not see that Jesus had done anything to justify the death penalty.  Seeking to let Jesus 
goes, Pilate reminded the Jews that a prisoner was released each year at the Passover and he 
offered Jesus as that prisoner.  This custom was a token acknowledgment of the historical events 
related to the first Passover in which the Children of Israel were held in captivity as slaves in 



Egypt and were freed by God intervening on their behalf.   
 The chief priest had stirred up the people and they rejected this offer to release Jesus.  
Instead they asked that another person be released.  His name was Barabbas.  The name 
Barabbas was the family name of this man who represented the worst that society had – a robber 
and insurrectionist.  Some manuscripts say that this robber’s given name was Joshua or in the 
Greek way of putting it, Jesus.  This claim is not universally supported.  The name “Barabbas” 
literally means “son of daddy” or “son of earthly father.”  We know that Jesus of Nazareth had 
claimed to be and was the “Son of Heavenly Father.”   
 So here we have the Jewish leaders being given an opportunity to choose between “Jesus, 
the son of earthly father” and “Jesus, the Son of Heavenly Father” and they chose the earthly 
(robber) over the heavenly (Redeemer).  We have such choices to make all the time – we have to 
choose between the low road and the high road, between man’s way and God’s way, between the 
natural and the supernatural.  How will we decide – will we stand for the truth?  
 
Mistreated as King by Others – 19:1-3 
1 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His 
head, and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they began to come up to Him and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to 
give Him slaps in the face.  John 19:1-3 (NASB95) 
 What followed the pronouncement of “not guilty” seems to have been totally illogical.  
You would think that being declared to be “not guilty” would have resulted in being released by 
the Romans.  That did not happen.  Instead, Pilate had Jesus beaten to the point that He was near 
death.  Some commentators have suggested that this beating was in preparation for the coming 
crucifixion as brought out in Matthew’s account.  However, in John’s account, the demand from 
the crowd to crucify Jesus had not happened at this point.  Perhaps Pilate was attempting to 
appease the Jewish leaders with this abuse.  One thing is sure, regardless of the reason, such 
abuse could not be justified but it did happen in accordance with a prophecy in Isaiah regarding 
the Messiah.   
 Unfairness can result from things other than someone having an agenda.  We see from the 
behavior of the Roman soldiers that basic fallen human nature can and will produce evil 
behavior.  There was no personal benefit or selfish greed that motivated what they did to Jesus.  
It was pure depravity that was unrestrained because they (at that moment) had the power to do 
anything they wanted to do.  This is an example of the “strong” oppressing the “weak” simply 
because they could.  This is the same kind of attitude that produces a “drive-by” shooting.  There 
may have been some element of prejudice that the Romans had against the Jews and what they 
did to Jesus they may have wanted to do to any and all Jews.   
 I find it ironic that the accusations, taunts and mockery that were directed toward Jesus 
were based on truth.  The Jews told the Romans that Jesus was king of the Jews.  He was.  The 
soldiers put a purple robe on Jesus as if He was someone royal.  He was.  They made a crown for 
His head as if He was some great king.  He was.  They bowed before Him as if He was worthy to 
be worshiped.  He was.  Sometimes our worst critics will inadvertently testify to the truth even 
though it will not be their intent.   
 
Rejected the Second Time – 19:4-7 
4 Pilate came out again and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no 
guilt in Him.” 5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold, 
the Man!” 6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate said 
to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a 
law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.”  John 19:4-7 (NASB95) 



 One suggested reason why Pilate again brought Jesus out to face the crowd was that he 
was still attempting to extricate himself from being in the middle of this “religious” controversy.  
Again Pilate declared that he found nothing of which Jesus was guilty.  He then called attention 
to Jesus (Behold the Man) and he was hoping that the pitiful sight of a person who had been 
severely beaten would trigger pity among those in the crowd and they would drop their demands 
that Pilate do something else with Jesus.    
 Obviously, that did not work!  Warren Weirsbe’s observation on the approach Pilate took 
is that it takes more than human sentiment to bring a lost sinner to salvation.  Some people in 
witnessing to others will use the suffering of Christ to appeal to the lost to turn from their sin and 
begin to love God because of great love that He showed in suffering for a lost world.  This 
subjective approach does not address the holiness of God or the importance of satisfying divine 
justice.  This is a “quid pro quo” approach in that we will respond to God because of His love for 
us.  This could be an attempt to bypass repentance as the first step in the salvation process.  We 
are not saved by feeling pity for Jesus. We are saved by repenting of our sins and trusting Jesus, 
the sinless Substitute.  Feelings of pity for what Jesus suffered are appropriate emotional 
responses, but these do not result in salvation.   
 The logical response from the crowd would have been compassion for any human being 
who had suffered such a brutal attack, but logic was not in control as they called out “crucify 
Him.”  This led Pilate to give his third proclamation of “not guilty” with regard to Jesus.  
However, in the mind of the Jews, Jesus was guilty of claiming to be the Son of God and that 
was punishable by death in their system of justice. 
 
Divine Authority as King – 19:8-11 
8 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; 9 and he entered into the Praetorium again and 
said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to 
me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, 
“You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered 
Me to you has the greater sin.”  John 19:8-11 (NASB95) 
 Why do you think Pilate was “even more afraid?”  As Matthew recorded in 27:19, 
Pilate’s wife had warned that he should not do anything to “that just man” because she had some 
“bad dreams” about Jesus.  The Romans had their own pagan religious traditions and beliefs and 
they believed that dreams were ways their gods had of warning them to keep them out of trouble.  
Add to this the accusation that the Jews had just made that Jesus claimed He was the Son of God.  
Of course, Pilate had heard of the pagan legends of their “gods” coming to earth.   
 This high fear factor was what prompted the question “Where are You from?”  He had 
enough superstition that he was not ready to dismiss the possibility that there was truth in the 
accusation made by the Jews.  To make it worse, Jesus did not reply to Pilate’s question.  This 
led to threats about how much authority Pilate had over the Jews even to the point having them 
crucified.   
 Even though Jesus did not submit to that authority by answering Pilate’s question, He did 
make a statement to Pilate to set the record straight.  Even though Pilate had authority over the 
Jews, the only authority he had over Jesus was what he was allowed to have from God the 
Father.  
 When we undergo condemnation from the world and rejection, we need to remember that 
God is still in control and that He will limit what the world system can do to His own.  Jesus was 
condemned by those who did not know Him and were opposed to what God is doing by His plan 
of salvation.  If we are following Jesus, then such condemnation from the world is likely to 
happen to us.  Victory and vindication from God belong to us who are in Christ.   


