
RESURRECTED LORD
Easter Sunday!  What does it mean to most Americans?  To some it a little more than a signal

that Spring has arrived.  To many it is only an excuse to buy a completely new outfit of the latest
fashions.  Some people see Easter as an important religious day in that it is the only day  they go to
church during the entire year.  You can find those who lose the significance of the day in colored eggs
and chocolate rabbits.  Others will tell you it is the time that we commemorate the Resurrection of
Jesus.    

Resurrection!  The idea of coming back to life has intrigued people  for a long time.  The idea
of "living again" explains the pyramids in Egypt.  The Eastern religions some how turned the idea into
reincarnation.  The expressions of the idea of resurrection make significant influences in the way those
people live their lives.  The Egyptian Pharaohs spent their life's energies preparing a place to preserve
their own body and to hold their accumulated wealth so  they could have it when they came back to
life.  Many people were literally worked to death building a place for one person and his possessions.
You might say that many died so one might live.  Contrast this to Jesus who died without any
material possessions.  Even His robe was stolen.  He didn't own a piece of ground big enough to
buried in.  (Turned out He didn't need it.)  Here we have the opposite of the self-centered Pharaoh:
Jesus was One who died so many would live.

The world has seen many great people come upon the stage of history and leave their mark.
There have been great philosophers, great teachers, and people who have done good things.  There
have even been those who would dare to die for someone else.  Among all this group there is one
unique individual who was also a great philosopher, a great teacher, and One who did good things
for others.  A person who did dare to die, not only for what was right, but also for Who He was.  The
one thing that sets this Person apart from all the rest is that when He died, He didn't stay dead.  Jesus
rose from the dead.  This one happening more than anything else, validated His claim that He is the
Messiah -- God in the flesh.  Our faith in the fact of the Resurrection is important and gives boldness
and hope.

Many people will listen to the story of the life of Jesus, they will learn about His philosophies,
his teachings, and marvel at the good works He did, they even believe He died on a Roman cross;
however, they simply will not believe He rose from the dead.

Paul encountered this view among the Greeks in Athens.  They were eager to heat what he
had to say until he talked about Jesus being raised from the dead.  They would not accept that
possibility.  When we honestly face up to the question of the resurrection, then we must face up to
who Jesus is and having done so, then we must respond to Him and His requirements for our lives.

If we wanted to see a picture of the opposite of hope, then you could not find one any clearer
than the little band of followers of Jesus immediately after He was crucified.  That hopelessness grew
as the hours passed and they considered the last three years of their lives and the expectations that
they had.  It all seemed to have resulted in failure.  He had taught them to not go the way of the world
and  they would have victory.  Yet, it seemed  the world had won. 

JOHN 20:1-2  After the Sabbath was over, early on the first day of the week, some of the
women went to the tomb to finish the job of embalming the body of Jesus.  When they arrived, John
tells us  the tomb was open and the body was gone.  Mary Magdalene’s first thoughts were that some
natural phenomenon had occurred.  The logical or natural reaction would be to think that someone
had moved the body of Jesus.  She ran back to where the disciples of Jesus were and told Peter and
John  the body had been taken. 



JOHN 20:3-10 Peter and John ran to the tomb.   John being a younger man easily outran
Peter but he only looked in the tomb.  Peter was much bolder and (perhaps out of a sense of
leadership) actually went into the tomb. The observations recorded are detailed enough to  tells us
that they found strips of linen (NIV) and the was the burial cloth folded and lying apart from the linen
strips.  There is no mention of a shroud.  You may recall the stir in the media regarding the shroud
of Turin that was supposedly the cloth that cover the body of Jesus when He was resurrected.  The
scriptural account of John does not support this idea.

After Peter went into the tomb, John gained enough confidence to follow him and he saw
what Peter saw.  His reaction was that “he believed.”  It is not certain what he believe.  It could be
that he simply believed the body was missed or he could have believed that Jesus rose from the dead.
If the latter is the case then he believed it based on his memory of the words of Jesus rather than on
his memory of Old Testament Scriptures about the Messiah.  

JOHN 20:11-17  Peter and John left but Mary stayed behind crying.  When she looked in the
tomb, she saw two angels.  Why the angel choose to reveal themselves to Mary but not to Peter and
John is a mystery.  She apparently did not recognize them as angels because she carried on a
seemingly normal conversation with them.  They asked why she was  crying.  She told them someone
had taken away the body of Jesus.  Then she looked around and Jesus was  standing in the garden
area.  She thought He was the gardener.  He asked her the same question?  "Why are you crying and
who are you  looking for?"  

It is difficult to know why Mary did not recognize Jesus when she first saw Him.  First, she
was not expecting to see Jesus alive.  Second, in a culture where most men have breads and dress in
robes that are somewhat non-distinctive, it would be difficult to recognize a person.

As she was explaining, He simply said, "Mary" and then she recognized Him.  How many
times do we encounter the risen Lord and not recognize Him for who He is?  

Many Christians today are so caught up in looking form the return of the Lord when He shall
descend from Heaven with a shout, they fail to recognize Him when we encounter Him in the
everydayness of life.  

The admonition of Jesus for Mary to not touch Him because He had not yet ascended to the
Father is thought perhaps to mean that Jesus did, in fact, ascend that day into heaven to have the devil
barred from appearing in the heavenly counsel as had happen in the record given in Job.

JOHN 20:18  You would think the information Mary had would be extremely good news to
the disciples.  However, they had trouble believing what she reported.  Here are the disciples of Jesus
who had been with Him for over three years.  They had heard Him say that He must die and rise
again.  Yet they had trouble accepting the witness of one who had seen the risen  Lord.  We should
not be surprised to find people who have difficulty in believing.  It is when we encounter Jesus that
we truly believe and it is then  the fact of the resurrection has influence on our lives.  What the
disciples needed was an encounter with the risen Lord.

We need to be about the business of sharing from our own experience the encounter we had
with Jesus to encourage other to seek to know Him.  


