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RESURRECTION AND FAITH

Easter Sunday!  What does it mean to most Americans?  To some it a little more than a signal
that Spring has arrived.  To many it is only an excuse to buy a completely new outfit of the latest
fashions.  Some people  see Easter as an important religious day in that it is the only day that  they
go to church during the entire year.  You can find those that lose the significance of the day in
colored eggs and chocolate rabbits.  Others will tell that it is the time that we commemorate the
Resurrection of Jesus.    

Resurrection!  The idea of coming back to life has intrigued people  for a long time.  The idea
of "living again" explains the pyramids in Egypt.  The Eastern religions some how turned the idea
into reincarnation.  The expressions of the idea of resurrection make significant influences in the way
those people live their lives.  The Egyptian Pharaohs spent their life's energies preparing a place to
preserve their own body and to hold their accumulated wealth so that they could have it when they
came back to life.  Many people were literally worked to death building a place for one person and
his possessions.  You might say that many died so that one might live.  Contrast this to Jesus who
died without any material possessions.  Even His robe was stolen.  He didn't own a piece of ground
big enough to buried in.  (Turned out that He didn't need it.)  Here we have the opposite of the
self-centered Pharaoh:  Jesus was One that died so that many would live.

The world has seen many great people come upon the stage of history and leave their mark. 
There have been great philosophers, great teachers, and people who have done good things.  There
have even been those who would dare to die for someone else.  Among all this group there is one
unique individual who was also a great philosopher, a great teacher, and One who did good things
for others.  A person who did dare to die, not only for what was right, but also for Who He was.  The
one thing that sets this Person apart from all the rest is that when He died, He didn't  stay dead.  Jesus
rose from the dead.  This one happening more than anything else, validated His claim that He is the
Messiah--God in the flesh.  Our faith in the fact of the Resurrection is important and gives boldness
and hope.

If we wanted to see a picture of the opposite of hope, then you could not find one any clearer
than the little band of followers of Jesus immediately after He was crucified.  That hopelessness
grew as the hours passed and they considered the last three years of their lives and the expectations
that they had.  It all seemed to have resulted in failure.  He had taught them to not go the way of the
world and that they would have victory.  Yet, it seemed that the world had won. 

After the Sabbath was over, early on the first day of the week, some of the women went to
the tomb to finish the job of embalming the body of Jesus.  When they arrived, John tells us that the
tomb was open and the body was gone.  Mary Magdalene  ran back to where the disciples of Jesus
were and told Peter and John that the body had been taken.  They ran to the tomb and went in and
all they found was the burial cloth and the strips of linen.  John tells us that he believed that Jesus
had risen.  Peter and John left but Mary stayed behind crying.  When she looked in the tomb and saw
two angel.  She apparently did not recognize them as angels because she carried on a seemingly
normal conversation with them.  They asked why she was  crying.  She told them that someone had
taken away the body of Jesus.  Then she looked around and Jesus was  standing in the garden area. 
She thought that He was the gardener.  He asked her the same question?  "Why are you crying and
who are you  looking for?"  As she was explaining, He simply said, "Mary" and then she recognized
Him.  How many times do we encounter the risen Lord and not recognize Him for who He is? 

JOHN 20:18  You would think that this was extremely good news to the disciples. 
However, they had trouble believing what she reported.  Here are the disciples of Jesus who had been
with Him for about three years.  They had heard Him say that He must die and rise again.  Yet they
had trouble accepting the witness of one who had seen the risen    Lord.  We should not be surprised
to find people who have difficulty in believing.  It is when we encounter Jesus that we truly believe
and it is then that the fact of the resurrection has influence on our lives.  What the disciples needed
was an encounter with the risen Lord.  

JOHN 20:19-23   Late in the evening, the disciples had come together and they had heard



another report of two others that had encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  Suddenly, the Lord
Jesus  was standing there with them.  The doors were locked but there He was.  The disciples were
there for fear of the Jews; however, I would imagine that a different kind of fear faced them when
Jesus appeared in the room.  He spoke to them with the familiar Jewish greeting of "Shalom" or
"Peace".  Some of the other writers indicated that the disciples thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
Jesus want them to know that He was real, that He was there in body, not just in spirit.  He had told
them before the crucifixion that that their sorrow would be turned into joy and now they were
experiencing that joy as they realized that He was risen indeed.  

A second time, He spoke the word "Peace" to them.  This word should characterize the
relationship that we have with God.  First of all we have "peace with God" and then we have "the
peace of God."  Once we have these two blessings of peace, then we can be about accomplishing the
purpose for which we were created. We can be about the work that God had ordained from the
beginning of the world.  Jesus sends us out to carry out His mission of redeeming the world.  In the
same way that God sent Jesus, Jesus sends us. In the same way that God empowered Jesus, Jesus
empowers us.  That is why He told them to receive the Holy Spirit.   Jesus did not begin His
powerful earthly ministry until the Spirit came upon Him in power.  Then He went about to set
people free from their sins and He sends us froth to do the same thing. 

JOHN 20:24-29  We make much ado about the fact that Thomas doubted.  The others
doubted also at first.  When Jesus appeared to the group the second time, then Thomas had no
trouble confessing Jesus as Lord.  Notice that Jesus did not rebuke Thomas for wanting to   make
sure.  I think that God is patient with us when we CAN not believe.  The problem comes when we
WILL not believe.

JOHN 20:30-31  The purpose of John recording the events in the life of Jesus was so that
we would have the necessary evidence so that we can believe.


