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TO LOVE IS TO SERVE
Have you ever noticed how little kids

will crawl up in their grand dad's or mom's lap,
sort of snuggle up and tell them that they love
them?  Later on if you want them to do
something that they don't want to do, they will
be openly defiant and may even say, "I hate
you!"  The child can have genuine affection for
the grand parent and may even be engaged in
a bit of manipulation to get their own way by
demonstrating this affection.  Grownups are
suckers for this.  In response to such
manipulation, we buy them things they don't
really need and pretty much reinforce such
behavior.  Many times the same results is
achieved by the child with the "I hate you"
routine.  Grownups are crushed by this and
give in to the child to try to restore the
relationship to the "warm and fuzzy."  In either
case, the child gets his or her way.  Although
you do not remember doing this, you probably
did the same thing to your parents and
grandparents.  It probably did not work as well
then as it does now since we have been
bombarded to saturation with the
psychological mishmash of glorifying self-
esteem.  Most of the time, the bottom line is
that the child really loves himself or herself and
will do what it takes to satisfy that self-love. 

We grow into adulthood and we
outgrow some of that kind of selfishness and
self-centeredness but we still have tendencies
toward manipulation to get our own way.  We
see it in operation when we encounter a good
salesperson.  They compliment you, do nice
things for you, make you feel important so that
you will be favorably disposed to buying their
product or service.  We also see this tendency
played out in a little drama that happens once
a year for some people, twice a year for
others, and as often as everyday for some.
This little drama is called "religious devotion"
and for some consists of going to church on

Easter and/or Christmas and could even result
in daily devotions in the home.  We are
snuggling up to God and saying, "I love You."

What would we think of a parent or
grandparent that told a child, "If you really
love me, you will do what I ask you to do?"
That is exactly what Jesus told his disciples in
John 14:  "If you love Me, you will keep my
commandments."  This is exactly what Jesus
told the crowd would be the basis for
determining if a person qualified for salvation
in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7:21:
"Not everyone that says unto Me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he
that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven."  To love is to serve.  This message
has never changed since the beginning of time.
It is clear in the Old Testament, it is clear in
the teachings of Jesus prior to His death on the
Cross and it is clear in His instruction after the
Resurrection.

JOHN 21:12-14  You know the story
of how Peter, James and John went fishing one
night during the forty day period between the
Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus.
They had fished all night and had no success
and as they had given up and were ready to
come back to shore, a person on the shore
called out to them to cast their net on the other
side of the boat.  When they did, the net was
filled with fish.  John concluded that the
person on the shore was the Lord.  Peter
jumped out of the boat and headed toward
shore.  When they all got there, Jesus told
them to come and dine.  

Apparently, the appearance of Jesus
was different after the resurrection because the
disciples did not always recognize Him.  First,
Mary thought that He might be the gardener
when she saw Him on the morning of the
resurrection, then on the road to Emmaus
several disciples failed to recognized Him until



He broke the bread at supper, in the upper
room later that night and one week later and
now along the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
This group was a little hesitant and uneasy
with the situation.  So once again, the Lord of
Glory was in the role of a servant, taking bread
and fish to the disciples that they might be
nourished.  He gave them something of
substance.  In that day, they ate what we
would call a "working man's breakfast."  

JOHN 21:15-17  At the previous meal
they had eaten together, Peter had protested
the revelation from Jesus that all the disciples
would be offended (fall away or stumble)
because of Him.  Peter had said that even if all
were that he would not be.  In other words, he
was boasting that he loved Jesus more than the
others did.  That was when Jesus told Peter
that he would deny Him three time.  Now at
this breakfast which was symbolic of the start
of a new day, Jesus asked Peter if he still
claimed to really love Him more than the
others.  The word Jesus used for "love" was
agape.  This is the highest, most selfless kind
of love.  It was the kind of love that Jesus had
shown by laying aside His glory and coming to
earth, it was the kind He had shown by laying
aside His robe and washing the disciples feet,
and it was the kind of love He had shown by
laying aside His life to pay the penalty for our
sin when He died on the cross.  It was what
Jesus was talking about when He said,
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends."  In fact,
John records (John 13:37) that Peter used
these very words in speaking to Jesus:  "I will
lay down my life for You."  Now Jesus is
asking, "Peter, did you really mean what you
said?"  

Notice how Peter is now unsure of
himself.  He doesn't boast anymore about
having agape, but replies, "Lord, I have
affection for you."  Jesus repeated the same
question and Peter gave the same answer.
Jesus then changed the question to him by

asking, "Are you really sure that you have
affection for me?"  Peter had been tamed.  At
this point, he had developed a contrite spirit.
This was what Jesus was looking for as is
recorded in Isaiah 66:2:  "But to this one I will
look, to him who is humble and contrite of
spirit, and who trembles at My word."  Peter's
answer shows the contrite attitude:  "Lord,
you know me -- what is on the inside.  I can't
confess agape love that would let me lay down
my life for You, but I do have affection for
You."  You know, Jesus can work with that
attitude in our lives.  He can and will supply
the power to make up for what we lack by
pouring out His love in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit given to us.

Each time Jesus asked Peter the
question "Do you love Me?" He followed it
with instruction to "Feed by lambs" or "Feed
by sheep."  Jesus had just demonstrated in the
physical what it means to feed someone.  They
had been out all night trying to find food in the
natural world using their own strength.  They
had failed.  With just a little direction from the
Lord they were able to have abundance --
more than they could receive.  Not only that,
when they got to shore, there was food
waiting for them that was not of their own
work.  It was prepared and ready to eat, it was
food of substance that could get them through
the day.  Those that would feed the "sheep of
God's pasture" could learn from Jesus'
example.  

JOHN 21:18-19  When we are young
and immature, we look out for self and for
what we want to do.  As we mature in our
spiritual development, we then look to glorify
God and we do that by following Jesus.  "If
you love Me, you will keep my
commandments."  To love is to serve.


